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The Proclamation begins:  

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN: In the name of God.....  
Further on it states 

The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal rights and 
equal opportunities to all its citizens, and declares its resolve to 

pursue the happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and all of its 
parts, cherishing all of the children of the nation equally.....  (that 

particular sentence which most of us are familiar with.) 
Towards the end it reads: 
We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the protection of the 

Most High God. Whose blessing we invoke... 
As I said the Proclamation of 1916 has a rich Christian vein running right through it. !
The risen Jesus has chosen to remain human forever (Lk 2:52). In this way he teaches his 
friends, and each one of us who have lived hereafter, that our vocation is to be truly 
ourselves, to be thoroughly human, to believe, despite external appearances. The more 
human we become, the more true to ourselves and the more Christ-like we become. Jesus 
himself said: ‘I am the Resurrection and the life’ (Jn 11:25).      Fr Michael Carey !
Mass intentions for Next Week         
Mon 10.00am Donors of Easter Mass Bouquets      
Tues 8.00am Joe Hatch          Sun 6.30pm John & Margaret Madden &  
Tues 10.00am William Watson          Hilda & William Parker 
 Wed 80.00am Peter Conway                                             Bernadette Corry (MM) 
Wed 10.00am Tom Nulty  
Thurs 8.00am Eileen O’Byrne  Sun 8.30am Des O’Connor 
Thurs 10.00am Bartle Savage  Sun 11.00am Frank McCarthy 
Fri 8.00am Altar List of the Dead         Eileen Bird (MM) & Fran Bird 
Fri 10.00am Altar List of the Dead 
Sat 10.00am Ellen Green   Sun 6.30pm   JC Savage   

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am11.00am(Irish)& 12 noon . Mon  9.20am  
Fr. Peter McCarron and the Drynam Pastoral Team wish all our parishioners a 
 very Happy Easter. 

!
RECENTLY DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Selina Cronin    Commons West 
Joseph Shiels    Formerly Turnapin, Cloghran 
Babs Gargan    Newtown, Swords 

!
Feast of Divine Mercy 
Divine Mercy Devotions will take place in St Cronin’s Church, Brackenstown, Swords 
Sunday next 3rd April, commencing 2:45pm, consisting of Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
confessions, readings from St Faustina’s Diary, Adoration, Benediction concluding with the 
usual 5:30pm evening Mass. !!

!
 
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

                                    Easter Sunday 
Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

 “I have risen, and I am with you still, 
alleluia” 

Newsletter  Sunday 27th March 2016 !
There is no day to compare with Easter Day. It 
stands out from the conflicts and turmoil of our 
broken world, lifts our minds and enlivens our hearts 
with a joy and love so complete that it conquers death. Early on 
the first Easter morning a mighty act of God took place – Christ 

rose from the dead, altered the past and shaped the future. Nothing 
can be the same again. That is what makes Easter the greatest occasion of the year and Good 
News for all time. All our hopes and happiness stem from that event. Easter announces that 
there is a way forward our of darkness, transformation is possible and change can take place 
in our lives. !
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead affirms that death is not the end of us. We are meant 
for more than this present life and are not anchored to this world. Human life is no longer 
limited by the cycle of birth to death. Easter is the answer to all the tears that we shed at the 
graves of our loved ones because it reminds us that we have a future greater than we dare to 
believe in, provided we open our hearts to the grace that Jesus won for us. Christ has shared 
the gift of his life with us and his resurrection from the dead pints to the resurrection of all 
people. !
The gospel tells us that on the first Easter morning the stone to the entrance of the tomb of 
Christ was rolled back. The question we must all face is: have we arisen to new life with 
Christ, or are there boulders weighing us down and keeping us imprisoned in our tombs? 
The Good News is that by God’s power the boulders that hold you and me locked and 
buried can be rolled back and we can be set free. God is in charge. It is his world and he has 
breathed eternity into our bones. The best way we can give thanks to God for the gift of his 
life within us this Easter, is by opening our hearts to the risen Jesus and by allowing 
ourselves to be sent out into the world to proclaim the Good News (Gospel) of Christ’s love. !
1916 Proclamation 
Tuesday 15th March was called Proclamation day and it was a great day, throughout Ireland. 
All schools were involved in raising the National Flag which was supplied in the run up to 
this day by the army and on the day as well as raising the flag the 1916 Proclamation was 
read out by the students. I was at the event in both our Parish Schools - St. Colmcille’s BNS 
and GNS.   !
This Easter, the ‘Easter rising’ is very much a talking point and I mention the proclamation 
as it is full of Christian sentiment and Catholic Social teaching. Examples:   !
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN !

  Year of Mercy – “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk.6:36) !
Resurrexit sicut dixit 
‘He has risen as he said’. Risen Lord, kindle again in our hearts the fire of faith. May we be 
bearers of the light and joy of Easter faith to all whom we meet. The Lord is risen – he is 
risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Easter Blessing 
On behalf of myself, the Priests of the Parish, the Parish Sisters, the Parish Staff and the 
Parish Pastoral Council, I would like to extend to all Parishioners of St. Colmcille’s Swords 
and Our Lady of the Visitation, Drynam and readers of this newsletter, the grace and 
blessings of the Easter Season. Happy Easter – the Lord is Risen. Alleluia 
Easter Dues 
 If you did not receive an Easter Card from the Parish containing a dues envelope, there are 
some available at the back of the Church. If you are not e regular contributor to the Parish 
and would like to do so, please leave your name and contact details with myself or in 
Sacristy or Parish Office.   
Easter Cards 
A sincere thank you to all who helped with the packing and the distribution of the Easter 
Cards 
Year of Mercy 
The ninth paragraph of the Papal encyclical – ‘Misericordiae Vultus’ continues - From 
another parable, we cull an important teaching for our Christian lives. In reply to Peter’s 
question about how many times it is necessary to forgive, Jesus says: “I do not say seven 
times, but seventy times seven times” (Mt 18:22). He then goes on to tell the parable of the 
“ruthless servant,” who, called by his master to return a huge amount, begs him on his knees 
for mercy.  His master cancels his debt. But he then meets a fellow servant who owes him a 
few cents and who in turn begs on his knees for mercy, but the first servant refuses his 
request and throws him into jail. When the master hears of the matter, he becomes infuriated 
and, summoning the first servant back to him, says, “Should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” (Mt 18:33). Jesus concludes, “So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart” (Mt 18:35). 
Flowers 
The flower arrangements in the Sanctuary for Easter Sunday are beautiful and involved 
hours of work. I sincerely thank the flower ladies: Marie Brophy; Martha Gallagher and 
Barbara Sweeney 

  
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
  
Mia Rose Finney, Aislling Hannah Meade, Aoife Mary Cloonan, Sarah Lily 
Christine Cahill,  !!!!

!
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  
Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter Sunday. Every Eucharist is a commemoration and a 
realisation of the Easter Mystery of the passion, death and resurrection of the Lord. On this 
day of days the community of the Church shows how seriously it takes the words of Saint 
Paul that if Christ is not raised from the dead then our faith is in vain. In other words, the 
resurrection of the Lord is the reason for the existence of Christianity. 
Reflection  - Last night we heard the words, ‘What good would life have been to us had 
Christ not come as our Redeemer?’ This is not to denigrate the gift of life which we have 
been given. Rather it directs us where to search if we want to find a meaning to life. It is 
God who gives us life. It is Christ who gives life its primary significance, namely, the 
opportunity to embrace discipleship of the Father. Today we celebrate God’s vindication of 
the choice Jesus made. The same choice is also ours.(Source: St. Paul’s Missal.) 

!
The Bible’s Most Important People 
Daniel – An Old Testament major prophet. As a child, Daniel was taken into exile in 
Babylon (587-538BC). Because he refused to defile himself with meat and wine from the 
king’s table, God blessed him with knowledge and wisdom. Daniel interpreted a dream for 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the king made him ruler over the province of Babylon. Daniel 
interpreted a second dream for Nebuchadnezzar, predicting his downfall until he 
worshipped the Lord. During King Belshazzar’s reign, Daniel interpreted the meaning of the 
mysterious handwriting on the wall. For this he was made third ruler in the kingdom, but 
Belshazzar died that night. !
Life comes from an empty tomb  
Our Easter celebration calls us to seek to strengthen our belief that new Life comes from an 
empty tomb. Our Easter celebrations calls is to seek encounters with the risen Lord and 
believing that we in turn can be that presence of new Life from others. Our Easter 
amazement does not centre so much on whether or not we believe in Jesus’ resurrection – 
we do! Our amazement is over the fact that we can encounter the risen Lord ourselves, that 
Jesus’ new life is our own Life, and that he works through us to bring his risen Life to 
others. (Source: Living Liturgy) !
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
 Our next Support Group Meeting will be on Monday 11th April at 7.30pm in the 
Parochial House, Seatown Road, Swords.  You are most welcome. There will be no 
meeting on Easter Monday 28th March. 

!
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Holy Land - Year of Mercy Christian Solidarity Pilgrimage, led by Archbishop Eamon 
Martin. From 9th Sept 2016 - 8 nights - direct flights - €1,495.00 pps half board. If 
interested please contact MAP Travel (01) 8783111      www.maptravel.ie 
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