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They way of the Church is precisely to leave her four walls behind and go out in search of 
those who are distant, those essentially on the outskirts of life”. 
Pope Francis’ position is that of a theology which recognises human failure but is also 
capable of leading us forwards on the path to fulfilling the commandment of love.   It is 
when we recognise our own human limitations that we understand the other and not rush to 
judgement   The Pope says “We have to realise that all of us are a complex mixture of light 
and shadows and [that] love coexists with imperfection”. The secret of married love lies 
not in me getting what I want, but in me realising my own limitations and not being 
judgemental of the other.                                           Fr. Michael Carey !
 Mass intentions for Next Week                
 Mon 8.00am Patrick O’Donovan               Sat 10.00am  Peter Higgins 
 Mon 10.00 Jim Larkin                               
Tues 8.00am  Frank Carr                                      Sat 6.30pm Kathleen Moore 
Tues 10.00am George & Mary Harmon                                            
Wed 8.00am Billy O’Brien                               Sun 8.30am Thomas Green Snr 
Wed 10.00am Holy Souls                                    
Thurs 8.00am Kathleen Fitzpatrick               Sun 11.00am Catherine Callaghan 1st An & 
Thurs 10.00am Nicholas Halligan                                               Margie Markey 
Fri 8.00am Brona Maguire                Sun 6.30pm Ellen Finnegan 
Fri 10.00am Martina Phillips                                           & Margaret Pawley                                       

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon . 
We will have a Drynam Pastoral team meeting on Tuesday at 8:00 pm. Work is progressing on the 
renovations and upgrades to bring the old church back into operation by Christmas. 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Sheila Doyle    Lorcan Road, Santry 
Sarah Russell    Drynam Hall Swords 
Helen Brophy    Castlefarm !
Saints for the coming week   
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Tuesday 21st November, On this day was 
the dedication in the year 543 of the Church of Our Lady near to the Temple in Jerusalem. This feast 
celebrates Mary in her grace filled life, wholly given over to the Holy Spirit. This feast prepares for 
Advent and Christmas, when we celebrate the coming of her Divine Son into the world. !
The annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Gift of the Priesthood will be celebrated on 
the Feast of Christ the King, Sunday 26th November, at 3:30 pm, in St. Andrew's Church, 
Westland Row. The Chief Celebrant will be Fr. Seamus McEntee, Diocesan Chaplain to St. 
Joseph's Young Priests Society. All are most welcome, and refreshments will be served 
afterwards." !
We remember our own dead and our own sadness this November. Tears speak out our grief, 

but they also witness to our love and we are glad to have loved so much that we can cry. 
May those we have loved rest in your embrace, O Lord. 

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948. 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com                

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The World Meeting of Families (WMOF) cont’d 

 “You will call upon me, and I will answer you” 
Newsletter Sunday 19th November 2017 !

Continuing the Archbishop’s reflection on the Pope’s document Amoris Laetitia, 
‘The Joy of Love’, as part of the Parish’s remote preparation, if you like, on the 
World Meeting of Families which is being held in Dublin next year from August 22nd to 
26th. The theme is “The Gospel of the Family: Joy for the World.” 
  
Pope Francis does not set out to change doctrine.  He recognises, however, the difficulties 
we have in understanding the teaching of Jesus in our current cultures.  He says that: “at 
times we have proposed a far too abstract and almost artificial theological ideal of 
marriage, far removed from the concrete and practical possibilities of real families” He 
admits that: “We find it difficult to present marriage as a more dynamic path to personal 
development and fulfilment rather than as a lifelong burden.  We also find it hard to make 
room for the consciences of the faithful…  We have been called to form consciences, not to 
replace them”. 
He notes that “many people feel that the Church’s teaching on marriage and the family 
does not reflect clearly the preaching and attitudes of Jesus, who set forth a demanding 
ideal yet never failed to show compassion and closeness to the frailty of individuals like 
the Samaritan woman or the woman caught in adultery”. 
The document tries to do both: to set out clearly the beautiful yet demanding teaching of 
Jesus and to teach that to men and women whose lives are lived within their own human 
frailties and failures. 
One of the problems is that we too live in a world where we judge things in black and 
white. We would like the Pope to say a simple yes or no on subjects which are much more 
complex than we wish to admit.  The secular world can be just as black and white in 
seeking answers as are the fundamentalists on the right or the left within the Church. 
Where can we find a starting point in understanding Pope Francis position? My starting 
point is in the first interview which Pope Francis gave shortly after his election, when he 
was asked by the interviewer: “who exactly is Jorge Mario Bergoglio”.  The Pope’s instant 
answer was: “I am a sinner”.  Then he paused and said: “Let me reflect on that”.  “No”, he 
said, “that is correct, I am a sinner”. 
This is the key to understanding many of Pope’s Francis’s phrases. A Pope who considers 
himself in the first place a sinner will never be arrogant and harsh in his judgement of other 
sinners.  A sinner who has experienced God’s mercy in the face of his own sinfulness will 
appreciate how that mercy – and not condemnation – is the path which can help others to 
reach the fullness of God’s teaching.   Pope Francis, in another text, has said that Christian 
morality is not “a never falling down”, but “an always getting up again, thanks to this hand 
which catches us”. In the document Pope Francis takes up an earlier comment stressing 
that: “The way of the Church is not to condemn anyone for eternity, but to pour out the 
balm of God’s mercy on all those who ask for it with sincere heart. !
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  ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words…. 
 Please…Thank you…and I’m sorry…Pope Francis    

November Mass for Deceased 
On Thursday last, 9th November we celebrated our annual Remembrance Mass and it was 
a beautiful liturgy. I thank the Bethany Bereavement Team whose continued commitment 
and dedication to this ministry is a credit to themselves and the Parish. The beautiful 
Liturgy of Remembrance after the Gospel was accompanied by uplifting music and song. It 
gave all present space to remember their loved ones who died during the past year and 
perhaps provided some comfort. The evening was a huge undertaking with weeks of 
preparation. Thanks to everyone involved, for the clean Church, beautiful flowers, the 
décor, the board of names in front of the altar, and invitations. Not forgetting the Ministry 
Teams - Ministers of the Word, Ministers of the Eucharist, Liturgical Servers, the Liturgy 
Team, the Parish Choir under the new director, Morgan Crowley for the first time, and 
Parish Secretary. Thanks also to the hospitality Team for the light refreshments after the 
Mass 
Do This in Memory 
Next weekend the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Saturday 
Vigil Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and praying with them  
Confirmation Classes 
I want to thank the parents and their children for attending the special preparation Mass last 
Saturday. It was a wonderful turnout and the boys/girls proclaimed God’s word, read the 
Prayer of the Faithful and presented the gifts of bread and wine. I thank the teachers (Ms. 
Reynolds; Ms. O’Brien; Ms. Lineen and Mr. Connell) for preparing their pupils for this 
Mass. 

!
Christmas Draw 2017 
Tickets will be on sale this weekend in the church! St. Colmcille’s is 
having its 2nd Christmas draw this year and as usual the Pariah Pastoral 
Council is looking for your support.  The draw will take place at 4pm 
on Sunday 3rd December in the Parochial House on Seatown Road. 

    1st Prize €1000 
2nd Prize €300 

There will be 10 prizes in all.  Tickets are €2 each and a book of 3 tickets for €5 
Tickets will be on sale in the Church before and after all Masses on 18/19th November, 
25th/26th November & 2nd/3rd December.  Tickets will be available in the Sacristy and in 
the Parish Office on Seatown Road. 
To summarise: 

•	 Draw on 3rd December 
•	 The cost of a ticket is €2 or 3 for €5 
•	 Good Prizes 
•	 Please Help 
If you have been contacted to sell tickets, you can pick them up in the 

Sacristy and thank you in advance for taking the time and effort to sell 
tickets. 

!

!!!
Diary - some changes in 2018 
In preparing the diary for 2018, I have in consultation with the PPC and the Liturgy Team, 
introduced a change regarding Saturday mornings. !
1st Saturday of the Month – on this day there will be Mass at 10.00am followed by 
confessions and the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. !
Other Saturdays of the Month – there will be no Mass or Confessions. Instead at 
10.00am the Parish will pray the Church’s Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of the hours.  
I wrote a series of newsletters about why this very minor change is necessary and what it is 
preparing for. It is based on a document approved by the Irish Bishop’s Conference at their 
meeting of September 2015 called ‘IT IS GOOD FOR US TO BE HERE – gathered on a 
weekday when the Eucharist is not celebrated’.    

I am introducing this so that as a parish we can gather as the local faith 
community to pray and give worship to God when the priest is absent. Within the next 
few years, it is the weekday that is fragile in terms of daily Mass. If and when a priest is 
absent it does not mean that the parish community cannot give prayer and worship to God 
and the Church has other forms of worship apart from the Mass especially its Divine Office 
– Morning (Lauds) and Evening (Vespers) Prayer. !

The month of July is the holiday month for myself and Fr. Pat and with that in 
mind the 6.30pm Saturday evening vigil Mass is cancelled for this month. 

!
Mission Sunday Appeal 
Thank you very much for your wonderful contribution to the Mission Sunday appeal held 
on Sunday October 21st last. The amount collected for Swords/Drynam was €1965 (2016 
€1437). World Missions Ireland thank you for your great generosity in difficult times.  

!
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PROTECT THE 8TH ? 
Fingal for Life are holding a Meeting and Workshop on how to explain the true facts in the 
Pro Life message and on how best to deliver that message to your family and friends.  The 
Speakers and Facilitators for the night are Paddy Manning and Michael Dwyer from 
Family & Life. They are well known PR and Media consultants.This meeting will be held 
in Portmarnock Parish Centre,   Tuesday 21st November,   8.00pm. This will be a very 
helpful meeting.  You are all encouraged to attend. 

!
Rosary on the Coast. 
Sunday 26th November is the feast of ‘Christ the King’ and pm this day around the country 
on all our coasts The Rosary will be prayed for the protection of family and life in our 
country.  For the people of Swords our designated coast is the ‘Estuary’ at 2.30pm.  We 
assemble near the sailing club at 2.15pm.  Please join us for this wonderful occasion and 
let us give our families and country back to the rightful owner ‘Christ the King’.  
 Thank you,  Mary, Fingal for Life 


