
and preaching, building 56 Churches and schools. For this reason Colmcille is called the 
Apostle of Scotland. Colmcille had a powerful influence on the lives of the people he 
served. In Scotland he was given the role of naming the king and the coronation ceremony 
was held in the Church of Iona. With Colmcille's influence the Scots became a strong and 
united people. 
During all these years Colmcille kept close contact with Ireland. He ruled his monasteries 
at home from Iona or sometimes came to visit them. In 575 the Ard Ri of Ireland requested 
Colmcille to attend and advise the convention of Druimceatt in Derry, a gathering of all the 
bishops, kings and princes of Ireland. Colmcille returned to Iona, but his health began to 
fail in 593, and he died June 9th, 597.  

In his writing St. Colmcille foresees his own death as follows: 
“This day in the Holy Scriptures is called the Sabbath, which means rest. And this day is 
indeed a Sabbath to me, for it is the last day of my present laborious life, and on it I rest 
after the fatigues of my labours; and this night at midnight, which commenceth the solemn 
Lord's Day, I shall, according to the sayings of Scripture, go the way of our fathers. For 
already my Lord Jesus Christ deigneth to invite me; and to Him, I say, in the middle of this 
night shall I depart, at His invitation. For so it hath been revealed to me by the Lord 
himself. 
And when the bell strikes midnight, Colmcille goes to the church and kneels beside the 
altar. His attendant witnesses heavenly light in the direction of Colmcille, and Holy angels 
joins the saint in his passage to the Lord: 
And having given them his holy benediction in this way, he immediately breathed his last. 
After his soul had left the tabernacle of the body, his face still continued ruddy, and 
brightened in a wonderful way by his vision of the angels, and that to such a degree that he 
had the appearance, not so much of one dead, as of one alive and sleeping.”  

Fr. Michael Carey 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Annie, Thomas & James McKenna       
Sun 8.30am  Paddy Gerrard 
Sun 11.15am Joseph Tully 
                       Agnes Robinson (1st An) & Joe Robinson 

Mass intentions for next Next Week  
Mon 10.00am Aisling Burke            Fri 10.00am Special intention 
Tues 10.00am Jerry Murphy                 Fri 10.00am Special intention 
Tues 10.00am Paul Woods                          Sat 6.30pm John & Mary Mulligan 
           Thomas McGrane (1st An)                 Mary Madden (MM) 
Wed 10.00am Kevin & Anne Wynne        
Wed 10.00am Vera Barker            Sun 8.30am Jim Nevin Jnr & James & Úna Nevin 
Thurs 10.00am Holy Souls                              
Thurs 10.00amTom McLoughlin                                       

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
We are  happy to welcome people back to Sunday Mass in the Church.As before everyone  
must wear a mask in Church .Seats marked for social distance and hand sanitizer to be used on  
way in. Our church only holds 37 so sorry in advance if we have to turn someone away. 

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 

   My beloved father (Joseph), all my trust is in you.  Let 
it not be said that I invoked you in vain, and since you 
can do everything with Jesus and Mary, show me that 

your goodness is as great as your power 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
          St. Colmcille (Columba) – Feast Day 9th June 
 “He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied them with honey from 
the rock” 

Newsletter Sunday 6th June 2021 

Saint Colmcille, sometimes called Saint Columba, was born at Gartan, Co. Donegal, on 
December 7th, 521, the son of a chief related to several of the princes then reigning in 
Ireland and in the west of Scotland. His parents (Fedlimid and Eithne) had him baptised 
and given the name Criomhthann (Crevan or fox). When he was old enough he went to 
Moville to study for the priesthood. As he spent most of his free time there in the Church 
visiting the Blessed Sacrament his fellow students gave him the name Colmcille (Dove of 
the Church). To complete his studies for the priesthood in 544 Colmcille went to Clonard 
where St. Finian impressed upon students the need for missionaries in church. In Clonard 
Colmcille made friends with many of the men who were later to become great 
missionaries, (The Twelve Apostles of Ireland as they were called). In 546 Echen Bishop of 
Clonfada ordained Colmcille a priest. Later that year he founded his first monastery in 
Derry on a site that was given. The name of the city in  Irish is Doire Colmcille and is 
derived from the native oak trees in the area and the city's association with Colmcille. 
Colmcille spent the next seventeen years travelling througout Ireland preaching and 
teaching. Colmcille worked with great energy and enthusiasm founding thirty churches and 
other monasteries in Durrow, Kells, Swords and Drumcliff. Colmcille was a renowned 
scribe and he trained his monks to become expert scribes. It was Colmcille's monks who 
many years later produced the Book of Kells. 
Tradition asserts that, sometime around 560, he became involved in a quarrel with  Saint 
Finnian of  Movilla Abbey over  a psalter (book of psalms). Colmcille copied the 
manuscript at the scriptorium under Saint Finnian, intending to keep the copy. Saint 
Finnian disputed his right to keep the copy. The dispute eventually led to the pitched Battle 
of Cúl Dreimhne in 561, during which many men were killed.  A synod of clerics and 
scholars threatened to  excommunicate him for these deaths, but St. Brendan of Birr spoke 
on his behalf with the result that he was allowed to go into exile instead. Colmcille 
suggested that he would work as a missionary in  Scotland to help convert as many people 
as had been killed in the battle. He exiled himself from Ireland, to return only once, many 
years later. 
In 561 accompanied by twelve disciples, he left Ireland for the little island of Hy (Iona) 
and founded a monastery there in 563. Many people were attracted by the lives of the 
monks on Iona and all kinds of people came to Colmcille for advice. Colmcille and his 
monks built a fleet of boats and in these they set out in all directions from Iona. They 
travelled to the mainland and the nearby Scottish islands and the north of England teaching 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN  
May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 

a bright light  before you, 
a kindly shepherd behind you; 

this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 
Feast of St. Colmcille – Wednesday 9th June 
As you know by now the Archbishop is presiding at the 10.00am Mass this 
coming Wednesday 9th June to mark our Parish Feast Day and to celebrate St. Colmcille 
1500. It is a great day for the Parish. The one ‘downer’ is that we are limited in numbers 
who can attend due to the pandemic restrictions. Our normal weekday Mass attendance 
hovers around the 40 mark so we are only talking about 5 extra people. To comply with 
Government guidelines the number who can attend this Mass is limited to 50 ( inclusive of 
Priests and Religious). 
  For the day itself can I ask that the  Wednesday Stewards turn up as normal along 
with the Minister of the Word and the Minister of the Eucharist who exercise their ministry 
on Wednesdays. These parishioners are part of the magical number of 50. 
At least for those who cannot attend the Mass can be viewed on our Parish webcam 

The webcam can be accessed through the Parish website, www.swords-parish.com 
Let us pray that the day goes well. After the Mass the Archbishop will make a brief visit to 
the Parish Schools 
Confessions 
Next Saturday June 12th I will be available for the Sacrament of Confession from 11.00am 
until 11.30am and from 4.00pm until 4.30pm 

I will not be in the confessional box but sitting in the Sanctuary behind a clear screen 

Covid Restrictions-Effects 
1st and 2nd Collections 
At every Mass, weekday and weekend there will be collection boxes situated around the 
Church. If you cannot make the Sunday Mass, but are able to go to the weekday Mass, you 
can make your weekly contribution during the weekday Mass. Thank You. One 
contribution per week and not one every day!!! 
Newsletters and Missallettes 
This is just a reminder. The Newsletters and Missallettes are left out for the weekend 
Masses. Please take them BUT bring them home with you. In these Covid times leaflets 
should not be picked up, read and put back again. Please, please take home with you. 
Seating 
St. Colmcille’s has been marked out to observe social distancing. With the 2 metre rule the 
Church can only accommodate 50 people. 
More than 50 (Inclusive of celebrant) 
What happens when we reach the 50limit? When that happens the volunteer stewards will 
inform you that the Church is full, that it has reached the limit demanded by Government 
regulations.  
It will be awful to be informed that you cannot come in to participate and celebrate in the 

Mass. It will also be awful for the volunteer who informs you of this! 
The Sunday Obligation 

In the current emergency, all are dispensed from the obligation to physically attend 
Sunday Mass 

EASTER -  Liturgy/Prayer Service  
I will continue this for the month of MAY on Thursday Evening at 7.00pm 

This Liturgy/Prayer Service can be viewed through the Parish Webcam and should last 
about 30 minutes 

The webcam can be accessed through the Parish website, www.swords-parish.com 
Mass Intentions 

How can a book a Mass during these Covid times 
1.You can email your request to the Parish Office at stcolmcilleschurch @gmail.com 
2.Call to the Sacristy before Mass between 9.40am and 9.55am and after Mass from 
10.30am to 10.45am or by phone  01-8400547 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact   
Kay 086 2209297 from Sunday 6th June to Saturday 12th June.    More details on the 
Parish website.You can also find information on https://bethany.ieIt’s good to talk.  Do not 
grieve alone or unaided.   

“Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted”.

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ – (Corpus Christi) 
This feast has been celebrated universally throughout the Western Church since the 
Fourteenth Century. It commemorates the gift that God has presented to humanity in the 
Eucharist. Holy Thursday is the natural day to commemorate this alongside the 
celebration of the passion and death of Jesus on Good Friday and the resurrection at the 
Easter vigil. On this day the Church singles out the Eucharist to be the focus of attention 
and contemplation. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal). 

Saint’s in the Church’s Calendar       
THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS – Friday 11th June understood in the light of the 
Scriptures, the term ‘Sacred Heart of Jesus’ denotes the entire mystery of Christ: Son of God, 
uncreated wisdom; infinite charity, principle of the salvation and sanctification of mankind 
The Immaculate Heart of the BVM, – Saturday 12th June celebrated the day after the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The contiguity of both celebrations is in itself a liturgical sign of their 
close connection. 

Before the Blessed Sacrament
Outside the church the noisy traffic flows past. 
People rush hither and thither. 
But I have left that world behind 
and I am here before you, Lord. 
I do not exclude my brothers and sisters. 
I bring them with me, 
for I know that they are equally dear to you, 
I have everything. 
I close my mind and open my heart, and so I am at peace. 
Here I experience my true worth, which consists, 
not in my possessions and achievements, 
but in knowing that I am loved by you. (Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB)
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