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Acts of the Apostles, we read accounts of the healings worked by Peter (cf. Acts 3:4-8) and
Paul (cf. Acts 14:8-11). The Church’s mission is a response to Jesus’ gift, for she knows
that she must bring to the sick the Lord’s own gaze, full of tenderness and compassion.
Health care ministry will always be a necessary and fundamental task, to be carried out
with renewed enthusiasm by all, from parish communities to the most largest healthcare
institutions. We cannot forget the tender love and perseverance of many families in caring
for their chronically sick or severely disabled children, parents and relatives. The care
given within families is an extraordinary witness of love for the human person; it needs to
be fittingly acknowledged and supported by suitable policies. Doctors and nurses, priests,
consecrated men and women, volunteers, families and all those who care for the sick, take
part in this ecclesial mission. It is a shared responsibility that enriches the value of the
daily service given by each.
Fr. Michael Carey
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Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Thomas & Eleanor Greany & family Sat 10.00am Morning Prayer (No Mass)
Mon 10.00am Ben Connolly
Tues 8.00am Elaine Kenny
Sat 6.30pm Jacqueline Monaghan
Tues 10.00am Special Intention
Wed 8.00am Sheila Fitzsimons
Wed 10.00am Joseph Ryan
Wed 7.30pm Sylvester Donnelly
Sun 8.30am Kathleen O’Connor
Thurs 8.00am Special intention
Sun 11.00 Thomas, Annie & James McKenna
Thurs 10.00am John & Kathleen Wade
Harry McKenna(MM) Molly & Eugene
Fri 8.00am Ann Jordan
McKenna
Fri 10.00am George Thomas
Sun 6.30pm Larry Mulvihill

Church of the Visitation Drynam

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)
There will be a Drynam Pastoral Team Meeting next Tuesday 13th February at 8:00PM
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RECENTLY DECEASED
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Michael O’Connor
Chapel Lane
Mary Lowndes
Forrest Road
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Freya McNulty, Charlie Frank Smithers,Alex Coote-Hall, Alanah Amy Naughton, Zach
Luke O’Carolan,Max Alexander McLoughlin Kerrigan
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Here again the portrayal of Jesus as healing the person who is sick with leprosy is basically
the gospel-writer asking the question: ‘Who is this man, Jesus?’ and inviting the hearer to
reply. The close bond that was seen to exist between God and Jesus, in a dramatic way after
his death, meant that Jesus like God had the power to heal those who were sick in any way.
(Source: St. Paul’s Missal)
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378:
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2018
“Behold, your son...Behold, your mother. And from that hour the
disciple took her into his home.” (Jn 19:26-27)
Newsletter Sunday 11th February 2018

Below is an extract from Pope Francis’ message for the years 26th World day of
the Sick.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Church’s service to the sick and those who care for them must continue with renewed
vigour, in fidelity to the Lord’s command (cf. Lk 9:2-6; Mt 10:1-8; Mk 6:7-13) and
following the eloquent example of her Founder and Master. The theme for this year’s Day
of the Sick is provided by the words that Jesus spoke from the Cross to Mary, his Mother,
and to John: “Woman, behold your son ... Behold your mother. And from that hour the
disciple took her into his home” (Jn 19:26-27).
The Church’s maternal vocation to the needy and to the sick has found concrete
expression throughout the two thousand years of her history in an impressive series of
initiatives on behalf of the sick. This history of dedication must not be forgotten. It
continues to the present day throughout the world. In countries where adequate public
health care systems exist, the work of Catholic religious congregations and dioceses and
their hospitals is aimed not only at providing quality medical care, but also at putting the
human person at the centre of the healing process, while carrying out scientific research
with full respect for life and for Christian moral values. In countries where health care
systems are inadequate or non-existent, the Church seeks to do what she can to improve
health, eliminate infant mortality and combat widespread disease. Everywhere she tries to
provide care, even when she is not in a position to offer a cure. The image of the Church
as a “field hospital” that welcomes all those wounded by life is a very concrete reality, for
in some parts of the world, missionary and diocesan hospitals are the only institutions
providing necessary care to the population.
The memory of this long history of service to the sick is cause for rejoicing on the part of
the Christian community, and especially those presently engaged in this ministry. Yet we
must look to the past above all to let it enrich us. We should learn the lesson it teaches us
about the self-sacrificing generosity of many founders of institutes in the service of the
infirm, the creativity, prompted by charity, of many initiatives undertaken over the
centuries, and the commitment to scientific research as a means of offering innovative and
reliable treatments to the sick. This legacy of the past helps us to build a better future, for
example, by shielding Catholic hospitals from the business mentality that is seeking
worldwide to turn health care into a profit-making enterprise, which ends up discarding the
poor. Wise organisation and charity demand that the sick person be respected in his or her
dignity, and constantly kept at the centre of the therapeutic process. This should likewise
be the approach of Christians who work in public structures; through their service, they too
are called to bear convincing witness to the Gospel.
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Jesus bestowed upon the Church his healing power: “These signs will accompany those
who believe... they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover (Mk 16:17-18). In the
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

How much better our family life would be if we used the words….
Please… Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis

Morning Prayer
Next Saturday-17th February, Morning Prayer will be celebrated at 10.00am. In terms of the
Prayer Book it is week 4

Do This in Memory
I welcome the boys and girls and their families to the 6.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass (and the
12.15pm Mass in Drynam) as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the
Sacrament of First Eucharist. I would also like to thank the parents who are part of the
organising committee who met during the week to prepare these Masses

First Penance
Congratulations to the girls in St. Colmcille’s GNS and the boys in St. Colmcille’s BNS 2nd
Classes who received their First Penance last Tuesday and Wednesday. They were
excellently prepared by Ms. O’ Brien and Ms. Mills (Girls) and Ms Murtagh and
Ms.Doherty (Boys). I thank Sr. Mary and Sr. Margaret for their wonderful ministry in the
schools. They were two lovely celebrations and the boys and girls were so well behaved
and even if I may dare say it, enjoyed the celebration!

Confirmation Mass
Next weekend the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Saturday
Vigil Mass, for their second Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for
the Sacrament of Confirmation. We hope to rekindle and remind the young people and their
families of the experience of being at a Mass where we hope that they will feel at home in
the Church, to feel that they belong and are welcome. We look forward to seeing them and
praying with them.

Lent - Ash Wednesday – 14th February.
The season of Lent begins this Ash Wednesday 14th February. The Masses on this day are
8.00am; 10.00am and 7.30pm in St. Colmcille’s
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Anam Cara the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding a Bereavement

Information Evening on Wednesday 21st February at 7:30pm in the Carnegie Court Hotel,
Swords. This is a free event and open to all bereaved parents. As Anam Cara will need to
confirm numbers for teas, coffees, etc, please RSVP to info@anamcara.ie before Tuesday
20th February or call the Information Line on 085 2888 888.
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World Meeting of Families (WMOF) – refection

If we accept that God’s love is unconditional, that the Father’s love cannot be bought or
sold, then we will be capable of showing boundless love and forgiving others even if they
have wronged us. (Amoris Laetitia, 108)
Quote from ‘Love one another as I have loved you’ by Fr. Gareth Byrne.

!
St. Vincent de Paul:
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The outdoor monthly collection for St. Colmcille’s Swords, VdP,
will be taken up this weekend at all Masses

Accord
The annual collection for ACCORD, the Diocesan Agency for Marriage and
the Family will take place at all Masses next weekend 17th/18th February.
The collection will replace the usual Share collection. ‘Marriage, the union
of a man and a woman, is a unique sacrament in that its essence is not about
a special additional blessing, marriage is about a human reality. It is about a
human relationship which is so vital for the good of humanity that it is raised to the level of
a sacrament. The human reality of marriage becomes a witness to the love Christ has for
his Church and draws its strength from that love of Jesus Christ’ (Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin – Accord letter)
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Season of Lent
Trocaire:
In Ireland, Lent is synonymous with Trocaire or is it the other way around! The Trociare
boxes are in the packets at the back of the Church along with included information with the
theme for this year. Please take a box home - it can be quite amazing how much loose
change can amount to.
Ash Wednesday – 14th February.
This is a day of fast and abstinence and the beginning of the Season of Lent.
Why do we put ash on our forehead? - Ashes are applied to our forehead in the sign of the
cross as the words, "Remember, you are dust and to dust you shall return" are spoken to us.
The other formula which is used, "Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel"
emphasises our call to continual conversion and holiness of life. This act symbolises our
mortality as well as our need for ongoing repentance. It is a reminder that this life is short
and merely a foreshadowing of what we shall become through the redemption of Jesus
Christ on the cross. The work of our redemption will not be complete until we are raised
from the dead, in resurrected bodies like His own and called to the eternal communion of
heaven.
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group

Help is at hand. Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those
grieving after the loss of a loved one. This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet
on the last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parochial House, Seatown
Road - Next Meeting Monday 12th February. For further information please 'phone Mary
8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m.Open to all Fingal Residents - You are most
welcome to attend.
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River Valley Justice and Peace Group is seeking new members.
We meet once a month to plan activities and people from anywhere in North County
Dublin are welcome to join us. Come along to our next meeting on 19th February, at 8pm,
in the meeting room of St. Finian’s Church, River Valley. We will be discussing our new
project and planning an event for the homeless shelter in Swords.

!

