
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 26th September 2021 

Fr. Colin Rothery -8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm  
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Donal O’Toole      
Sun 8.30am  Stephen O’Donoghue 
Sun 11.15am John & Thomas McGrane 
At our masses this weekend we also remember :Robert McGonagle & Bernadette 
McGonagle 

Mass intentions for next Next Week  
Mon 10.00am Cecelia Gleeson                          Fri 10.00am Altar List of the Dead 
Mon 10.00am Sr Anne Cuddihy         Fri 10.00am Altar list of the Dead  
Tues 10.00am Denis O’Brien             
Tues 10.00am  Eamon Weldon                                    Sat 10.00am  Parish Sisters 
Wed 10.00am Laura Culligan               Sat 6.30pm Phyllis o’Rourke 
Wed 10.00am  Sr Idus Cuddihy                                  Paul Cahill (1st An) 
Thurs10.00am John Barry                                  Sun  8.30am Priests of the Parish 
Thurs 10.00am Teresa Downs               Sun 11.15am Rose Howard  

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Brendan Collins  Stamullen, Formerly Rathbeale Road 
Liam Timmons  Rivermeade, Swords 

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
 We have no Irish mass this week,   September 26th   it will return again  
on Sunday October  3rd at 11am. 
First Friday Mass at 9.20am will resume on Friday 5th November, - no Mass in October 
Thank you to all who donated to crosscare . 

  My beloved father (Joseph), all my trust is in you.  Let it not be 
said that I invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything 
with Jesus and Mary, show me that your goodness is as great as 

your power 

 

       

May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 
a bright light  before you, 

a kindly shepherd behind you; 
this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact  
Bridget   085 2812985 - from Sunday 26th  September to Saturday 2nd October. Please 
phone from 6-8pm.. Details on the Parish website.You can also find information on https://
bethany.ie  It’s good to talk.  Do not grieve alone or unaided. 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
The boys from St Colmcille’s BNS will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on Tuesday 
28th September at 11.30am & 1.30pm and the girls from St Colmcille’s GNS will receive 
the Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 1st October at 11.30am & 1.30pm.  We welcome 
the boys and girls and their parents and sponsors to the ceremonies.   
The ceremonies can be viewed on the Parish webcam which can be accessed through the 
Parish website  

Saints in the Church’s Calendar 
25 September- St Finbarr, Bishop 
Finbarr was born probably at Garranes near Bandon and died in the first quarter of the 
seventh century. He came to live at Loch Irce (Gougane Barra), but when disciples 
gathered round him he moved to Cork. The monastery which he founded there became a 
famous centre of learning 
27 September - St Vincent de Paul, Priest 
Born in Gascony (France) in 1581; died in Paris on this day in 1660. A parish priest who 
worked for the apostolic renewal of the clergy, founding the Congregation of the Mission 
(Vincentians or Lazarists) for missionary work in rural areas and for the formation of 
clergy. Committed above all to the oppressed and disadvantaged, he founded the Daughters 
of Charity with Louise de Marillac to work with the needy. 
29 September-Ss Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels 
The cult of Michael, Gabriel and Raphael began in the East. In the West, this day first 
marked the dedication of a fifth century church of Saint Michael in Rome. This festival of 
Michaelmas came to be very popular and widely celebrated in medieval Europe. Raphael 
and Gabriel were added to the Roman calendar in the twentieth century, and the three are 
now celebrated together. In the Scriptures (for example, Revelation 12:7-9, Luke 1:26-38, 
Tobit 3:16-25), each of the three angels is named as a messenger of God, entrusted with 
special divine missions on earth. 
30 September- St Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
Born about 340 at Strido on the Adriatic coast; died in Bethlehem on this day in 420. 
Baptised in Rome while studying the classics, became a hermit in Syria for a time and was 
ordained a priest. Later retained as papal secretary by Saint Damasus (11 December). 
Began work on a new Latin translation of the Bible, known as the Vulgate. Finally settling 
in Bethlehem where he founded monasteries, he devoted himself to studying the Scriptures, 
writing, and teaching. Often irascible and intolerant, he is remembered for his asceticism 
and scholarship and, above all, for his incomparable service to the word of God. 
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Diocesan Safeguarding Day, 2021 

Letter from Archbishop Farrell 

Sunday, 26 September, is Diocesan Safeguarding Day.  This year our focus is on 
safeguarding in a time of pandemic. 

O u r S a f e g u a r d i n g D a y p o s t e r, w h i c h i s a v a i l a b l e t o d o w n l o a d o n 
www.csps.dublindiocese.ie draws attention to some of the ways we have tried to protect 
each other during this time: by observing social distancing guidelines; by wearing face 
masks; by caring for the poor as we see two people putting together hampers for 
distribution to poor families at Christmas.  When we refer to safeguarding we think of the 
steps we take to protect children and vulnerable adults from abuse.  Our recent experiences 
of Covid-19 remind us that this is not something new or alien.  The terminology may be 
different, but the activity of protecting the young and the vulnerable has always been 
central to who we are as a Christian community. 

While the term ‘vulnerable adult’ has a particular meaning within our policies and 
guidelines, we have all learned a little bit more about what it means to be vulnerable during 
this time. We have been vulnerable to illness, to the loneliness that goes with social 
isolation, and to poverty as traditional sources of income dry up. We have experienced this 
at diocesan level through the very painful experience of letting go of some of our much 
loved and valued colleagues.  We have had to make do with less.  However, that opens up 
fresh challenges and opportunities as we learn to share with each other, across parishes and 
across dioceses, our time and our expertise in the work of safeguarding. 

There have been some changes over the past year.  Safeguarding training has been 
delivered via Zoom, though it is hoped that people will be able to attend training in person 
again sometime in 2022.  The National Vetting Bureau have limited the number of roles for 
which vetting can be obtained.  We, along with others who work with children and 
vulnerable persons, have appealed against what we consider an overly restrictive 
interpretation of the legislation.  While we await the outcome of a review of the vetting 
legislation, we must not allow this to weaken our safeguarding practices.  We need to 
explore other means to ensure that those who minister in our parishes do not represent a 
threat to the safety of children and vulnerable adults.  All this is a reminder that there is 
never just one way of doing things. If one door is closed to us, we must open another. 

Some things have changed, but others remain the same.  In 2015, Pope Francis told us that: 
“Families need to know that the Church is making every effort to protect their children.  
They should also know that they have every right to turn to the Church with full 
confidence, for it is a safe and secure home”. Our safeguarding practices may have to 
change to adapt to new circumstances.  Our commitment to make the Church in Dublin a 
safe and secure home for children and vulnerable adults remains undiminished. 

I ask you to remember in your prayers all those who have suffered abuse. 

+ Dermot Farrell 

DIOCESAN	SAFEGUARDING	DAY	
	Sunday,	26th	September	2021	

The Parish Safeguarding Representatives in this parish.  work with Fr Colin….and the 
Parish Pastoral Council to ensure that diocesan safeguarding policies and practices are 
followed in this parish.  Safeguarding is all the things we do to ensure that children and 
vulnerable adults are protected from harm.  The Parish representatives were trained for this 
role and I have access to advice and support from the diocesan Child Safeguarding and 
Protection Service. 

We wish to encourage and promote the participation of children, young people and 
vulnerable adults in the life and work of our parish.  Safeguarding is about creating an 
environment which facilitates such involvement so that all of us who are members of this 
parish community can grow together in love of God and service to his Church.  Everyone 
who ministers in the parish is a representative of the Church and must observe 
safeguarding practices and guidelines.  Good safeguarding practice is part of what it is to 
minister in the Church.  It is not an optional extra. 

As our society and parish prepare for a return to a semblance of normality, we are 
conscious that many of our parishioners, young and old, have been affected by Covid. 
Those who have experienced illness, loss of loved ones or those whose mental health has 
been affected, may find themselves in a state of vulnerability. As part of our safeguarding 
journey, we reach out to them in solidarity and offer them our support and prayers. 

The practices that we put in place in this parish, as in all parishes in the diocese, to keep 
children and vulnerable adults safe include such measures as:  

• Choosing carefully those who work with children and vulnerable adults in our 
parish, which includes vetting of those involved; 

• Ensuring parish workers and volunteers behave appropriately towards children 
and vulnerable adults; 

• Making proper arrangements for activities involving children and vulnerable 
adults, including ensuring adequate supervision of such activities. 

  

The representatives can contacted through the parish office. Contact details for the 
diocesan Child Safeguarding and Protection Service and the relevant civil authorities are 
on the notice in the church porch. 

Parish Representatives : Sr Margaret Ryan,  Eileen Finnan 

Thank you 

http://www.csps.dublindiocese.ie

