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Judas Iscariot 
The surname could mean ‘Man of Kerioth’, in southern Judea and so, the only one of the 
Apostles not from Galilee. What do we know of him.? He was a thief. He betrayed Jesus 
and when he repented of his sin, he went back to his partners in crime to set things straight 
instead of to the Lord. There was no help for him there and he hanged himself. 
St. Matthias, replacement of Judas – 14th May  
Between the ascension of Christ and the day of Pentecost, the remaining apostles elected a 
twelfth apostle by casting lots, a traditional Israelite way to determine the Will of God. (see 
Prov16:33)   The lot fell upon Matthias. He is said to have been martyred at Colchis on the 
Black Sea and his relics brought to Rome by St. Helena and now rest in St. Matthias’ 
Abbey, a Benedictine Monastery in Trier, Germany. 
St. Paul – June 29th 
Saul of Tarsus who became Paul the apostle was chosen by the risen Christ (Acts 9:3-6). 
He was a tent maker from Tarsus (in modern day Turkey), a Pharisee and a Roman citizen. 
He was initially a persecutor of Christians but was converted by the Lord on his way to 
Damascus. He became the Apostle to the Gentiles, preaching the Gospel to the 
uncircumcised, reaching Greece, Italy, Malta and possibly even Spain. He was beheaded 
along the Via Ostiense and buried nearby, in the site where the basilica bearing his name 
now stands – ‘St. Paul Outside the Walls’. 

Fr. Michael Carey !
Mass Intentions this Sunday  
Sat 6.30pm Cathal & Mary O’Toole(An) 
Sun 8.30am In Honour of the Holy Souls( An) 
Sun 11.15am Peter Higgins(An) 
                       Ger Griffin (1st An) 
                       Catherine Moore (MM) !
Mass intentions for Next Week              
Mon 8.00am Tommy Corbett 
Mon 10.00am Martina Philips                                  
Tues 8.00am Gerry O’Dwyer    Next Sunday  
Tues 10.00am  Thomas Green                          Sat 6.30pm Margaret Pawley & Ellen 
Wed 8.00am Barbara Philips                                & Terry Finnegan 
Wed  10.00am Kay Farrelly                              Sun 8.30am Desmond O’Keefe   
Thurs 8.00am  Sr. Helen Fitzpatrick                             
Thurs 10.00am Valerie English                       Sun 11.15am Dominic King 
Fri 8.00am Deirdre O’Callaghan                           Aileen Marron(1st An) 
Fri 10.00am Dec members of Murphy Family               !!
At our Masses this Sunday we also remember: Seamus Higgins, Dermot Clarke !
Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
Next Sunday at 10:00AM Mass in Drynam we will have the ‘Do This In Memory’ 
programme for the children of Holywell ETNS preparing for First Holy Communion. !!

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook:  
St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam !

Feast of Christ the King 
The Apostolic Church (2) 

 “To him belong glory and power for ever and ever” 
Newsletter Sunday 24th November 2019 !

Continuing on from last week’s newsletter on why the Church is called apostolic and a 
short biography on the 12 apostles 

The Church is called apostolic because she is built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles, who were chosen by Christ himself, and at whose head he placed Peter. The 
entire community of Christians received the Apostles’ proclamation of the Gospel, and so 
the Church in her entirety is called ‘apostolic’. The Church, holds fast to the apostles’ 
Tradition, and is governed by their successors. Jesus called the Apostles to be his closest 
collaborators. They were his eyewitnesses. After his Resurrection, he appeared to them 
repeatedly. He bestowed on them the Holy Spirit and sent them (Apostle is a Greek word 
meaning ‘one sent, messenger’) as his authoritative messengers to all the world. They 
assured unity in the early Church. They conferred their mission and authority upon their 
successors, the bishops, through the laying on of hands. This process is called Apostolic 
Succession. Continuing from last week, the biography is in the order of when the Church 
celebrates their feast day. 
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist –  21st September.  
St. Matthew the tax collector, may also be identified with Levi, son of Alphaeus, in Mark 
2:13. He is said to have been a missionary in Persia and Ethiopia.  Patron of accountants, 
book-keepers, tax-collectors, customs officers and security guards 
Ss. Simon and Jude -  28th October  
St Simon (1st century) is usually called ‘the Canaanite’ and ‘the Zealot’. Suggesting he 
belonged to the Jewish party of the ‘Zealous of the law’. St. Jude or Thaddeus (1st 
century) has a short epistle in the New Testament ascribed to him, and is popularly invoked 
as the patron of hopeless causes. Tradition says that after Pentecost they evangelized, 
Simon in Egypt, Jude in Mesopotamia, and then together in Persia, where they were 
martyred. Their names appear in the Roman Canon. 
St. Andrew - 30th November.  
He was from Bethsaida and a brother of St. Peter. He was a disciple of John the Baptist 
when he was called by Jesus. He in turn brought his brother Peter to Jesus. He is said to 
have suffered martyrdom by crucifixion on this date, but the tradition of an X-shaped cross 
is much later. Patron of Scotland, Russia and fishermen 
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 27th December 
He died, c.100AD, brother of James, son of Zebedee, the disciple whom Jesus loved, is 
traditionally said to have died in Ephesus. Alone among the Twelve, he stood at the foot of 
the cross and was entrusted to the Blessed Virgin. He is considered to be the author of the 
fourth Gospel, the Book of Revelation and three Letters. The Letters especially teach us the  
law of love; John is said in his old age to have preached only one message: love one 
another. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  

Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis  
   
Congratulations 
I am delighted to announce that Fr. Pat Shiel is now Canon Pat Shiel. The 
Archbishop bestowed on Fr. Pat this honour of now being a member of the Chapter 
of Canons at the Pro-Catherdral or the Metropolitan Chapter in recognition of his 
long and dedicated service to the priesthood and to the Diocese. He is Canon of the 
Prebendary (area) of Malahide. Fr. Pat’s (as he still prefers to be called) dedication 
and generosity is very much evident and appreciated by all us here in Swords. 
Annual Carol Service and Readings 
This will take place on Sunday 1st December at 5.00pm – see advertisement below! 
We would be grateful if parishioners could bring along some mince pies for the 
tea/coffee which will be available after the service 
Do This in Memory 
I welcome the boys and girls and their families to the 6.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist. I would also like to thank the parents who are part of the organising 
committee who met during the week to prepare these Masses. 

 !
CAROL SERVICE – St. Colmcille’s Church Sunday 

1st December at 5.00pm !
The Parish Community is delighted to host the Annual Carol Service. 
Under the direction of our Choir Director Morgan Crowley we have 
an invigorating and interesting programme. This includes solo performances by small 
groups and individuals adding to the Choir’s wonderful harmonies and popular season 
carols are included. We would like you to support our Choir by attending and bringing your 
family and friends to this wonderful presentation of the great seasonal carols. 

!
St Francis Hospice Dublin -Home Visit Volunteers required. 
We are looking for volunteers to join our team.  The role would be to visit patients in their 
own homes, to sit and have a chat or bring them out into the community.The time 
commitment is 2 hours once a week.If you are interested please contact Brenda / Joyce  on 
01 8327535  01 8294000 or email volunteers@sfh.ie !
November 

We remember our own dead and our own sadness this November. Tears speak 
out our grief, but they also witness to our love and we are glad to have loved so 
much that we can cry. May those we have loved rest in your embrace, O Lord. !

 !
Christmas Raffle 
Tickets will be on sale this weekend in the church! St. 
Colmcille’s is having its 4th Christmas draw this year and as 
usual the Pariah Pastoral Council is looking for your support.  
The draw will take place at 6.30pm on Sunday 1st December 
in Church during the tea/coffee after the Carol Service 

1st Prize €500 
2nd Prize €250 

There will be 10 prizes in all.  Tickets are €2 each and a book of 3 tickets for €5 
Tickets will be on sale in the Church before and after all Masses on 23rd/24th 
November and 30th November/1st December in the Church 
  Tickets will be available in the Sacristy and in the Parish Office on Seatown 
Road. 
  

To summarise: 
•	 Draw on 1st December 

•	 The cost of a ticket is €2 or 3 for €5 
•	 Good Prizes 

•	 Please Help 
If you have been contacted to sell tickets, you can pick them up in the 

Sacristy and thank you in advance for taking the time and effort to sell 
tickets. 

!
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE  
On the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, today, we celebrate the feast of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Universal King. It was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925 at the close of the Jubilee 
Year. Jesus was questioned at his trial: are you a king? His answer serves to highlight how 
different his kingship is from that of human rulers. 
Reflection - For Luke what was written over the cross of Jesus was a statement of fact. 
This is the King of the Jews. An indication of the values which underlie his kingdom is got 
from the events surrounding the scene. Jesus bears with mockery and abuse, accepts the 
questioning of the Jewish leaders, the soldiers and a criminal beside him and dies forgiving 
his enemies. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal) 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:  
Millie Rose Newman Shannon, Tom Gerard Pio O’Donnell, Sophie Marie Noctor, 
Molly Bridget Kelly,Lia Colette Sorensen, Braydyn John McCann, Billy Michael 
Byrne 

!
Bethany Bereavement Support Group will meet on Monday 25th November in 
Parochial House , Seatown Road at 7.30pm.  All Fingal residents are weclome
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