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presented Dame Anne with her parchment and medal thus signifying that she is now a 
‘Dame Commander of the Order of St. Gregory the Great’. Bernie Lenehan from the 
Gallery videoed the Mass so as to present Anne with a record of this momentous event. 
Finally, I thank the Church cleaners who came in on Friday to make the Church spic and 
span and all the advance work and preparation done by Pat O’Reilly.  
Reception 
After the Mass there was a lovely reception in St. Colmcille’s GNS School Hall. I thank 
the Principal Ms. Karen Bourke Logue for granting permission for use of same. It all went 
off exceeding well and everyone was delighted with it, but there was a huge amount of 
work put into organising and preparing the reception. The Committee deserve a huge 
‘thank you’:  
Sr. Margaret Ryan; Sr. Winnie Lusk; Betty McDonald; Colette Stokes; Mary Morgan; Pat 
Lynch; Grace Lynch; Alice Gerrard. Kathleen Power baked a beautiful cake which Anne 
formally cut at the Reception and there were eight huge balloons standing at one end of 
the hall which spelt DAME ANNE. The hall was set up that morning from 9.30am onward 
and there was the remote preparation in the days beforehand. I thank Supervalue  - 
Pavilions, who provided beautiful sandwiches are a very favourable rate. On behalf of the 
Parish I presented Anne with an Icon of the Virgin and Child. Then the Committee tidied 
up and the left the School Hall as we found it. As a Parish we did a great job. We did 
ourselves proud, we did Anne proud and the Archbishop was pleased with the occasion. 
Thank You      Fr. Michael Carey 
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 8.00am              Sat 10.00am Margaret Lynch    
Mon 10.00am Nick Bates 
Tues 8.00am                              Sat 6.30pm Dick o’Connell  &Peter                                        
Tues 10.00am Bill Clancy                       & Mary Wilson 
Wed 8.00am Helen Brophy                 
Wed 10.00am Ann Barry                Sun 8.30am Molly & Paddy O’Keefe &  
Thurs 8.00am Paddy Clifford                      Jacqueline Monaghan                     
Thurs 10.00am Kathleen Phelan      Sun 11.00 Marie Doyle & Bridie Hoare  
Fri 8.00am Altar List of the Dead  Sun 6.30pm Imelda McNeill       
Fri 10.00am Altar list of the Dead   Molly Madden                           

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
Today St. Vincent de Paul will have their monthly collection at the end of Mass. All contributions 
greatly appreciated as always. 
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Kara Iris Pizzuto, Hannah Jean Monaghan, Daniel Jude Williamson, Ciarán 
Michael O’Shea, Daisy Mae Burrowes 
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
Help is at hand.  Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those 
grieving after the loss of a loved one.  This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet 
on the  last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parochial House, Seatown 
Road - Next Meeting 29th January 2018  For further information please 'phone Mary 
8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m. Open to all Fingal Residents - You are most 
welcome to attend. 
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com                

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
A Special Grace 

“Save us, O Lord our God” 
Newsletter Sunday 28th January 2018 

 Phew! It’s all over. Ok so it wasn’t that bad! Actually it was a wonderful 
celebration and a big thank you to everybody involved. As a Parish we can take 
a gracious bow!  

Normally Archbishops and Bishops visit a Parish on the occasion of conferring 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. So it was fantastic to have the Archbishop preside at our 
normal Sunday Mass albeit with a little bit extra ‘thrown in’, so to speak. The extra bit was 
the wonderful occasion of Dame Anne McDonagh being conferred with the Papal Award 
of ‘Dame Commander of the Order of St. Gregory the Great’. As the Archbishop said, 
Anne is only the third person in the Diocese to receive this prestigious award. Speaking to 
Anne afterwards she was delighted with the day, the beautiful Mass and the reception 
afterwards in St. Colmcille’s GNS of which she is a previous Teacher and Principal. I 
speak for everyone when I write that we are delighted for Anne and her husband Declan, 
their children and her siblings and friends who were there for what was a momentous 
occasion. 
The Liturgy 
The opening procession was curtailed due to the inclement weather but it still highlighted 
the solemnity of the liturgy. We processed in to the opening hymn and after the 
Archbishop said the opening greeting, Pat Lynch, Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
welcomed his Grace on behalf of us all. His chosen words of greeting to the Archbishop in 
which he also welcomed Anne and acknowledged her wonderful achievement, which has 
delighted the Parish and her fifty plus years as Choir Director set the tone for the Mass. 
Her brother in law Fr. Sean McDonagh was one of the concelebrants. And another grace 
for Anne was the fact that her brother Fr. Gerry Desmond, a Missionary Priest in Peru was 
concelebrating Mass with Pope Francis who is on a visit to Peru – that very same day. The 
Liturgical Ministers of the Altar - Mary Morgan; Avril O’Reilly and Susan Rallo -  under 
the direction of Fr. Damian McNeice, Master of Ceremonies to the Archbishop did an 
excellent job. In fact, they don’t need much direction at all! Sr. Mary McLoughney was 
Sacristan for the Mass and was there 90 minutes beforehand ensuring all the last minute 
preparations. 
The Choir needless to say sang superlatively and Morgan Crowley, Choir Director did an 
excellent job and played some lovely incidental music at Communion time. Also the 
Gloria in ‘Plainchant’ was beautiful. For the Liturgy of the Word we had readers from the 
11.00am Sunday Mass roster. Jack Moore proclaimed the first reading. Helen Dignam 
sang the psalm and Gearodín Sheehan proclaimed the second reading. The Prayer of the 
Faithful were read by Colette Stokes – Parish Secretary and then David O’Neill was his 
normal efficient self in organising the collections. The Gifts of Bread and Wine were 
presented to the Archbishop by two Confirmation/6th Class girls from Anne’s former 
School of St. Colmcille’s GNS – Amy Donoghue and Isabelle Dolan. The Priests and the 
Archbishop distributed Holy Communion and they were assisted by Ministers of the 
Eucharist, Ann Kealy and Ann O’ Connor. Just before Mass finished the Archbishop 
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  ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  
Please… Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis 

World day for Consecrated Life 
In 1997 Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and men in 
consecrated life. This celebration is attached to the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on 
February 2nd.  Please pray for all those who have made commitments in the consecrated 
life, and be sure to thank them on their special day – We thank and pray especially for 
Sisters Margaret and Mary and Winnie and of course Sr. Patrick and the Christian Brothers 
in Emmaus. May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to 
God's gift of their vocation. 
Confirmation Mass 
I welcome this weekend the boys and girls and their families to the 6.30pm Saturday Vigil 
Mass as part of our new Parish initiative as they journey towards the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  We anticipate their presence and look forward to seeing them and their 
families and praying with them. 
Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 
Next Sunday 28th January begins Catholic Schools Week. It coincides with our 
‘Confirmation Preparation Mass’ and therefore emphasises the wonderful work that our 
Parish Schools do in preparing your children for the Sacrament of Confirmation and indeed 
for First Holy Communion. CSW is an All-Ireland event celebrated in all Catholic Primary 
and Secondary Schools. The purpose of the week is to highlight and celebrate the 
wonderful contribution that Catholic Schools make to our local communities and society in 
general; this year’s theme is ‘CATHOLIC SCHOOLS – Called to be a Family of 
Families. During the coming week, we invite you to join us in celebrating the contribution 
that our Catholic schools (St. Colmcille’s GNS and St. Colmcille’s BNS and Scoil an 
Duinninigh) make to the life of the faith community here in our parish. More in next week’s 
newsletter 
The Presentation of the Lord - Candlemas 
This Day falls on Friday 2nd February. If anybody would like candles blessed on the Feast 
day, please leave in the Sacristy beforehand or bring on the day and place on the table in 
the sanctuary 
Saturday 3rd February 
This is the first Saturday of February and Mass will be celebrated at 10.00am followed by 
Confessions. The 3rd February is also the Feast of St. Blaise and throats will be blessed 
after Mass. Because of the blessing of throats there will be no Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
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Blessing of Throats 
The blessing of St. Blaise is a sign of our faith in God’s protection and love for us and for 
the sick. Using two crossed and unlighted candles, blessed on the memorial of St. Blaise or 
on the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, the minister touches the throat of each person 
saying, ‘Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you 
from all ailments of the throat and from every other evil. In the name of the Father….  !!
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Enrolment St. Colmcille’s Girls School 
Enrolment application forms for girls starting school in September 2018 are available from 
the school, completed forms to be returned before the end of January Baptismal  & Birth 
Certificate must accompany all forms  
Enrolment St. Colmcille’s Boy’s School. 
Application forms for enrolment for boys starting school in September 2018 are available 
from the school, 9.00am –4.00pm daily.  Completed forms must be returned by January 
31st  Baptismal & Birth Certificate must accompany all forms 
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In the Hebrew Scriptures, a prophet is not primarily a person who predicts the future. 
Rather the heart of his role is that he or she speaks the word of God for today. Many of the 
great prophets took on their role with great reluctance. What drove them on was the power 
of the word of the LORD which they had been urged to proclaim. In many cases also it 
meant adopting an unpopular stance, particularly at a time when things were going well. In 
times of crisis, however, it frequently involved giving the people a word of consolation. 
(Source: St. Paul’s Missal) !
Parish Mass of healing and Anointing for the sick  
February 11th, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is when the Church celebrates the ‘World 
Day of the Sick’. On Saturday 10th February at 11am the Parish will celebrate the 
Sacrament of the Sick in St. Colmcille’s. All parishioners are welcome. It is an ideal 
opportunity to reach out to a housebound neighbour or a neighbour who has no means of 
transport and bring them to the church for this celebration. 
‘The World Day of the Sick’ is a call once again to all, to see in the face of their brother or 
sister who is sick the face of Christ who, suffering, dying and rising, brought salvation to 
humanity.’ Saint John Paul II 
Morning prayer is getting established and will be celebrated at 10.00am !
B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE 
B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life 
partner, through Death, Separation or Divorce. Do you find that you need more 
support than family and friends can provide? Seeking help is a sign of strength 
and self-knowledge – not weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps to 
resolve the grief that goes with the end of a marriage or relationship. Coping 
effectively with bereavement is a skill we can all learn. A team, who are 
themselves widowed, separated or divorced share their experiences with you.Next Coping 
Programme will commence on Wednesday 7th February 2018  for 7 Wednesday evenings, 
at 7.15pm in White Friars Community Centre, Aungier St. ,Dublin 2 (No need to book) For 
further information phone 086 0877379 or email bedublin@gmail.com. 
www.beginningexperience.ie  !
World Meeting of Families (WMOF) – refection 
We should not be afraid of loving people and telling them that we love them. This 

is the greatest nourishment of all (Jean Vanier) 
Quote from ‘Love one another as I have loved you’ by Fr. Gareth Byrne
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