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Purgatory, then, is about our purification and preparation. Most Christians would accept the 
fact that all of us can sin due to our corrupted nature - what we would call venial sins - up 
to the moment of our death. So what we are dealing with is the application of His 
redemption to our fallenness. 
We would also agree that we will not be sinning in heaven. Therefore, there is some 
purification that must take place, where grace is not only applied to our sin but the stain of 
sin and the corruption. The refiner's loving fire to make us fit for heaven. This is purgatory. 
Purgatory Does Not Actually Involve an Amount of Time 
Time is a construct that exists on this side of death. When we enter eternity, measurable 
time - as we know it - stops. When we talk about time with respect to the purification of the 
faithful departed in purgatory, it actually refers to the desire we have to ease of the pain of 
purification. 
Some would argue that purification would be instantaneous, which is again a measurement 
of time. We really can't speak of this process in terms of an interval; it is a personal 
involvement, and experience. 

In his wonderful encyclical letter, ‘Saved by Hope’, Pope Benedict XVI writes: "It is 
clear that we cannot calculate the "duration" of this transforming burning in terms of the 
chronological measurements of this world. The transforming "moment" of this encounter 
eludes earthly time-reckoning-it is the heart's time, it is the time of "passage" to 
communion with God in the Body of Christ".(Source: Catholic Online)   Fr. Michael Carey !
Mass intentions for Next Week                      
Mon 8.00am Annie McDonnell        
Mon 10.00am Holy Souls   Sat 6.30pm Richard Dillon 
Tues 8.00am Greg Kane         Frank & Lily Markey (1st An) 
Tues 10.00 Sandra O’Reilly             Kathleen Moore 
Wed 8.00am Paddy McNamee                                    John McKittrick (MM) 
Wed 10.00am Helen Brophy    
Thurs 8.00am Lily Conneely      Sun 8.30am Frances Parsons 
Thurs 10.00am Josie Mooney             
Fri 8.00am Dessie Donoghue                      Sun 11.15am Margie, Mark, Catherine &   
Fri 10.00am Bernadette Donnelly    Eugene Calaghan 

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am & 11.00am ( Irish Mass) 
We will have a Drynam Pastoral Team Meeting on Tuesday 13th November at 
8:00PM. 

!
A Date for your Diary 
On Monday 26th November at 7.30pm, in St Colmcille’s Church,  Fr. Damian McNeice, 
Master of Ceremonies to the Archbishop, will speak to all Ministry Teams (Ministers of the 
Word; Ministers of the Eucharist; Choir; Folk Group etc) about his experience of the World 
Meeting of Families and the Icon. All welcome  

!
November 
We remember our own dead and our own sadness this November. 
Tears speak out our grief, but they also witness to our love and we 

are glad to have loved so much that we can cry. May those we 
have loved rest in your embrace, O Lord. 
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com               

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
To enter into the beatific vision  

“Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord!” 
Newsletter Sunday 11th November 2018 !

Last week’s newsletter finished talking about Purgatory. It is a rich seem and this 
newsletter will continue in that vein. In a homily based on this Scripture, St. John 
Chrysostom wrote, "As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final 
Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit will be pardoned neither in this age nor in the age to come. From 
this sentence we understand that certain offenses can be forgiven in this age, but certain 
others in the age to come." 
In his book on "Eschatology” (the study of the last things), Pope Benedict XVI (then 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger) further clarifies the church's teaching in this area: "Purgatory is 
not, as Tertullian thought, some kind of supra-worldly concentration camp where one is 
forced to undergo punishments in a more or less arbitrary fashion. Rather it is the inwardly 
necessary process of transformation in which a person becomes capable of Christ, capable 
of God [i.e., capable of full unity with Christ and God] and thus capable of unity with the 
whole communion of saints. 

Simply to look at people with any degree of realism at all is to grasp the necessity 
of such a process. It does not replace grace by works, but allows the former to achieve its 
full victory precisely as grace. What actually saves is the full assent of faith. But in most of 
us, that basic option is buried under a great deal of wood, hay and straw. Only with 
difficulty can it peer out from behind the latticework of an egoism we are powerless to pull 
down with our own hands. 

Man is the recipient of the divine mercy, yet this does not exonerate him from the 
need to be transformed. Encounter with the Lord (is) this transformation. It is the fire that 
burns away our dross and re-forms us to be vessels of eternal joy." 
Catholic lay apologist James Akin calls purgatory the "boot camp of heaven." I like that 
analogy. No matter what your physical condition prior to entering the military, boot camp 
is to bring everyone to the same level of physical and mental fitness for service. The same 
can be said for heaven. To enter into the beatific vision, the immediate and intimate 
knowledge of God which the angelic spirits and the souls of the just enjoy in Heaven, one 
must be prepared. 
  
Jesus Christ Fully Completed Our Redemption on the Cross 
Purgatory has nothing to do with our redemption. It is a finished work that needs nothing 
else from us to be accomplished. St. John, in his first epistle, says it this way, "In this is 
love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation [Ed. - 
atonement, satisfaction] for our sins." (I Jn. 4:10,) 

In verses 10 and 11 of the next chapter, the apostle goes on to say, "And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever possesses the Son 
has life; whoever does not possess the Son of God does not have life.” 
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                                   ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN !
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  

Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis 
Confirmation Classes 
I welcome this weekend the boys and girls and their families to the 6.30pm Saturday Vigil 
Mass as part of our new Parish initiative as they journey towards the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  We anticipate their presence and look forward to seeing them and their 
families and praying with them. 
Morning Prayer 
Next Saturday-17th November, Morning Prayer will be celebrated at 10.00am. In terms of 
the Prayer Book it is week 4. Why not come along – it lasts about 20 minutes and you will 
be praying with the Parish Community. As a Parish we are doing this prayer so that as a 
parish we can gather as the local faith community to pray and give worship to God when 
the priest is absent. Within the next few years, it is the weekday that is fragile in terms of 
daily Mass. If and when a priest is absent it does not mean that the parish community 
cannot give prayer and worship to God and the Church has other forms of worship apart 
from the Mass especially its Divine Office – Morning (Lauds) and Evening (Vespers) 
Prayer. 
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Mass Intentions - The Diary for 2019 opens this weekend  
In discussion with Fr. Pat the Parish will hold onto the principal of ONLY ONE 
INTENTION ALLOWED PER MASS, whether that is a weekday or a weekend. There are 
after all over 500 Masses celebrated in St. Colmcille’s every year.  
This I believe is a good practice, which I hope parishioners will accept, so long as the 
Parish celebrates the number of Masses that it does. There is one exception. !
The Only Exception 
A month’s Mind Mass or a 1st Anniversary Mass can ‘double up’ with an already existing 
intention (not the other way around) Under Canon law, a priest can only accept one 
offering per Mass – so, if more than one offering is received, the other will go to Parish 
finances. Mass intentions are important to families and the Sacristan will do his/her best to 
facilitate your wish but if the desired date and time is already booked please respect that 
situation and accept an alternate date. !

If the particular date is very important, the name may be mentioned. This is on the 
understanding that the particular Mass is not offered for that intention. Another date can 
be booked for a Mass intention – if the family cannot be there, the Mass is still offered for 

the intention 
Suggested MASS OFFERING IS €15 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Amber Faith Donnelly Scanlon, Maeve Isobel Murphy, Michaela Kay Willmont, 
Tiarnán Seamus Bury Mills, Calvin James Doran, James Omphile Muldowney 

!
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November Mass for Deceased 
On Tuesday last, 6th November we celebrated our annual Remembrance Mass and it was a 
beautiful liturgy. I thank the Bethany Bereavement Team whose continued commitment 
and dedication to this ministry is a credit to themselves and the Parish. The beautiful 
Liturgy of Remembrance after the Gospel was accompanied by uplifting music and song. It 
gave all present space to remember their loved ones who died during the past year and 
perhaps provided some comfort. The evening was a huge undertaking with weeks of 
preparation. Thanks to everyone involved, for the clean Church, beautiful flowers, the 
décor, the board of names in front of the altar, and invitations. Not forgetting the Ministry 
Teams - Ministers of the Word, Ministers of the Eucharist, Liturgical Servers, the Liturgy 
Team, Sacristan, the Parish Choir and Parish Secretary. Thanks also to the hospitality Team 
for the light refreshments after the Mass 
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Christmas Draw 2018  
 The first mention of Christmas! St. Colmcille’s is having its 3rd 
Christmas draw this year and as always the Parish Pastoral Council 
is looking for your support.  The draw will take place at 4pm on 
Sunday 2nd December in the Parochial House on Seatown Road. 

                                    1st Prize €1000 
2nd Prize €250 

There will be 10 prizes in all.  Tickets are €2 each and a book of 3 tickets for €5 
Tickets will be on sale in the Church before and after all Masses on 17/18th November, 
24th/25th November & 1st/2nd December.  Tickets will be available in the Sacristy and in 
the Parish Office on Seatown Road. 
 To summarise:•	Draw on 2nd December•	The cost of a ticket is €2 or 3 for €5 

•	 Good Prizes •	 Please Support 

!
RECENTLY DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Pat O’Reilly    Castlefarm 
Ethel Nulty    Forest Fields 

!
Swords Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group. 
Have you suffered the loss of someone special in your life through bereavement?   Would 
you like to talk to a trained bereavement support person who will listen and help you 
understand your grief and distress?  You are welcome to attend our bereavement support 
meetings on the second and last Mondays of every month at - The Parochial House, 
Seatown Road,@ 7.30pm.  This is a free, confidential service and is offered to all Fingal 
residents."  Next meeting Monday 12th November   Further information please 
phone Terri 8403243". !
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
The PPC will meet on Monday 12th November at 8.00pm in the Parochial House 

	

	


