
 
30th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 24th   October 2021 

May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 
a bright light  before you, a kindly shepherd behind you; 

this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 
Fr. Colin Rothery -8404546: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm  
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Margaret Farell         
Sun 8.30am Special Intention 
Sun 11.15am Betty Stokes 
At our masses this weekend we also remember :Vinny Caprani, Walsh Family 

Mass intentions for next Next Week  
Mon 10.00am Bridget O’Toole                                                      
Tues 10.00am Health Intention       
Tues 10.00am  Petition to Jesus Divine Mercy & Sacred Heart for mercy for dying                      
Wed 10.00am John Ryan                  Sat 6.30pm Thomas Byrne 
Wed 10.00am  Repatriation                             
Thurs10.00am John Ryan                               Sun  8.30am Kathleen Callis 
Thurs 10.00am Holy Souls 
Fri 10.00am Special intention 
Fri 10.00am Patricia McCreevy         Sun 11.15am Patrick Fields 

A gospel word of life for October: “We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God.”  
Every word of this sentence, from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, is full of meaning. Paul proclaims 
that, as Christians, we have come to know God’s love and become aware that every human 
experience is part of God’s great plan of salvation. Everything contributes to the fulfilment of that 
plan: suffering, persecution, personal failures and weaknesses, but above all, the action of God’s 
Spirit in the hearts of the people who welcome him. The Spirit still gathers up the groaning of 
humanity and all of creation and makes them his own. This is the guarantee that God’s plan will be 
fulfilled. We can actively respond to God’s love by loving others, entrusting ourselves and all our 
needs to the Father, and witnessing to the hope in the new heavens and new earth that he prepares for 
those who trust in him and believe that “that all things work together for good for those who love 
God.” But how should we welcome and accept this demanding proposal in our everyday lives? 
Here’s one suggestion: “We must never stop at the purely external aspect of things, but believe that 
every circumstance is a message from God that expresses his love for us. We will then see how life, 
which may seem to us like a piece of fabric that is full of knots and threads woven together in a 
haphazard way, is actually something else: a marvellous design that God’s love is weaving, based on 
our faith. We can trustingly and totally abandon ourselves to this love always, both in small and large 
things that happen in life. Indeed, if we know how to entrust ourselves to God’s love in ordinary 
circumstances, he will give us the strength to entrust ourselves to him even in the most difficult 
moments, such as when we suffer, experience illness or even at the very point of death.” (The Servant 
of God Chiara Lubich) 

Pope Francis opens path towards Universal Synod of Bishops in 2023 and 
Ireland prepares for its own National Synod 
The bishops of Ireland have announced that a new Synodal Pathway for the Church in 
Ireland is to take place with a view to holding a national synodal assembly, within the next 
five years.  Over 550 submissions have been received from the public as part of the initial 
phase. These first two years of the Synodal Pathway in Ireland will complement the 
Church’s worldwide journey towards the 16th General Assembly of Bishops. For the 
preparatory phase, the fundamental questions put before the world’s bishops are: 1. How 
does our ‘journeying together’ take place today on different levels (from the local level to 
the universal one}, allowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel?  2. What steps is the Spirit 
inviting us to take in order to grow as a synodal Church? 
These questions complement the guiding question facing the Irish Synodal Pathway over 
the next five years, “What does God want from the Church in Ireland at this time?” For 
more on the Synodal Pathway see www.catholicbishops.ie/synod and on the Universal 
Synod see www.synod.va.		

Swords Represented at Synod Liturgy in the Pro-Cathedral 
Last Sunday, Michael Grace, a member of our Parish Pastoral Council was our delegate at 
this special launch event. Here are some of Archbishop Farrell’s words: “Communion, 
Participation, Mission” 
“When we reflect on our lives, we see that human life is characterised by change: that 
which does not change has either never been alive, or is no longer alive.   Stones do not 
change, and unfortunately, life can become like that: life can become fossilized—very 
beautiful, but no longer alive, a stunning relic of another age, but no longer alive: “dry 
bones,” to use Ezekiel’s powerful image. The way the Church lives out its mission—the 
way we live out our mission continually needs revitalisation; just as the dry bones in 
Ezekiel’s valley of death need to be invigorated.  As proclaimed by the prophet, Israel’s 
restoration is not meant to be a mere political change, but an occasion of profound spiritual 
renewal, requiring a new heart and a new spirit.  In order to revitalise the dynamics of 
governance of the Church, Pope Francis has invited all baptised Christians throughout the 
world to examine the way the work and mission of the Church is carried forward.   This 
way forward is, in his words, a time “to plant dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, 
allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships, awaken 
a dawn of hope, learn from one another, and create a bright resourcefulness that will 
enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands, and inspire a vision of the future 
filled with the joy and hope of the Gospel”.   The invitation to this journey is to all the 
baptised, because all the baptised are in the boat together. Our Lord gathers all, welcomes 
all. 
There is a story told about a sculptor and a child. The child came into the sculptor’s 
workshop and watched the master at work. He saw a sculptor of a lion. “Where did the lion 
come from?” asked the child. “From the stone!” was the reply. Oh! Said the child, how did 
that happen? Oh, said the sculptor … I knew he was in there, I just had to chip away and let 
him out!”God, who brought his people to life, knows what’s in the Church, and God chips 
away, year after year, century after century letting out the life he knows is among us. 
Could it be that our way of looking at the Church—and seeing only what’s on the outside, 
that God’s vision for us has been obscured? “What is the Spirit saying to the 
Churches?”  [Part 2 Next week] 
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