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!Mass Intentions for this coming week: St Colmcille’s:

!!

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

Mon 8.00am John McGrane
Fri 10.00am Fr Sean O’Neill
Mon 10.00am Patsy Reilly
Sat 10.00 am Sheila & Thomas Maher
Tues 8.00am Tom & Bridget Mongan & dec family members
Tues 10.00 am Fiona Burke
Sat 6.30pm Paddy Whelan & dec family members
Wed 8.00am Mary Gilban
Sun 8.30am Sheila Fitzsimons
Wed 10.00am Carmel Morgan
Sun 10.00 am Vera Baraker & Paddy Barker
Thurs 8.00am Joseph Coleman
Sun 11.30am Margaret Dillon
Fr Jim Murphy
Des Becton
Thurs 10.00am Brendan McGarry
Sun 7.30pm John & Kathleen O’Connor
Fri 8.00am William Daly

The Gospel is Now!
“Grace and peace to you from him who is, who was, and
who is to come” (Rev.1:4)
Newsletter Sunday 14th December 2104

RECENTLY DECEASED
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:

Mary Kinch
Belclare Park
Teresa Malone Chapel Lane
Salvatore Saputo Ashley Ave

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Bernard Mongan
London
Margaret Banks Formerly from Marino

!
The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri:9.20am. Sun, 10.00am 11.00am
(Irish)& 12 noon
We now have several people expressing an interest in our new Baptism Team which
will provide a better understanding of Baptism to the parents of the child being baptised.
We will have an initial meeting in January to outline the purpose of a Baptism Team and the
training and preparation required. Please contact Fr. Peter or a member of the Pastoral Team
for more information. We would be delighted to explain what we have in mind.

!

Annual Carol Service and Readings
The annual Carol Service takes place in St. Colmcille’s Church on Sunday 14th
December at 4.00pm, with the Parish Choir. We would be grateful if parishioners could
bring along some mince pies for the tea’s/coffee’s which will be available after the service.

!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul-CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The annual Diocesan Collection for the local conference of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul takes place THIS WEEKEND. It will be the second collection replacing
Share. –‘Where is the heart that loves? In the things that it loves. Consequently, where
our love is,there our heart is captive. It cannot escape, it cannot reach higher or go to
right or left: there it is fixed. Where the miser’s treasure, there is his/her heart: where our heart
is, there is our treasure. And it is a sad thing that the things that hold us captive are for the most
part quite unworthy things. It is self-love that attaches and binds us to the very sorts of things
that most disturb and upset us. Our passions enslave us. – St. Vincent de Paul

!
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Pearse Merrigan, Holly Merigan, Ryan Daly, Ella Hoey, Saoirse Kate Kelly

!

One of the problems that could be creating a barrier to our proper reading and
understanding of the Gospels is that we might read them as we read a history book.
These are events and situations that happened all those years ago, and all we are
doing now is remembering them, recalling them, and learning something from them. We know
that Jesus was born only once, and that he died only once.
However, there is another dimension that must be taken into account. What happened all those
years ago has not really happened for us until it actually happens within our hearts. Incarnation
and redemption is something that is ongoing. The events of then have to happen all over again
within the hearts of each one of us. In other words, as far as we are concerned, the Gospel is
now, and we are every person in the Gospel. Unlike Mary, we may not see or hear the Angel
with our human senses, but God sends that same message to every one of us. ‘Do you agree to
become God’s instrument for making Jesus present in today’s world?’ Like Mary, we may well
ask ‘how can we do this?’ And once again comes the reply and the reassurance: ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will over shadow you.’ That is how
incarnation takes place in each of us today. Jesus is a personal God. ‘Who do you say that I
am?’ ‘Will you also go away?’ ‘Do you love me more than these?’
The Christian Community is entrusted with the same vocation as Mary, i.e. to form the Body of
Christ, and to make Jesus present in today’s world. We differ from Mary in so far as she was
alone, and had full responsibility for her answer. As members of the Christian Community, we
share this responsibility with other members of the Community. This does not take away our
own individual and personal freedom. Judas was free to walk away, and Jesus would not stop
him, even though he tried everything to get Judas to reflect on what he was doing.
It will bring everything into much clearer focus if we think of the gospel as something that is
unfolding in our own lives, and in the life of the Christian Community to which we belong.
More important than the Christmas Tree, the decorations, the pudding, or the turkey, are the
preparations we ourselves make to ensure that Christmas really does happen within our hearts.
Our vocation should be to be Ambassadors for Christ, and to represent him wherever we go.
You create a new page in the Gospels each day through the things that you do, and the words
that you say.
Maybe this week– find some quiet place and time, and put yourself in Mary’s place, when the
Angel appeared to her. You are the one the lord has chosen through whom he wants to become
incarnate today. Hear that promise about the Holy Spirit making it all possible, and give some
serious reflection about what your answer is.
There are so many others whose lives can be effected for good by your yes to that invitation.
You have your own personal vocation, and you are offered the privilege of providing the
manger of your heart for the great mystery of salvation and redemption to be played out all
over again. God invites you to become personally involved in his plan for the world. This is
an opportunity for serious reflection. (Source: Jack McArdle SSCC Daily Relflections for Advent)
Fr. Michael Carey Adm
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

Antiphon – “Say to the faint of heart: be strong and do not fear. Behold,
our God will come, and he will save us”

Advent Wreath-3rd CANDLE – (pink)

The Door of Faith

THE SHEPHERD CANDLE or THE CANDLE OF JOY

Children – I invite the children of the Parish to write a message, prayer, thankyou etc. to the Baby Jesus (not Santa Claus) on the ‘post-it’ notes and sick them
on the wall surrounding the ‘door of faith’, which represents the ‘stable door’,
behind which the Saviour of the World was born

Do This in Memory
Next weekend the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Vigil Mass
and the 10.00am Sunday Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the
Sacrament of First Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and praying with them. Boys and
Girls please bring to this Mass the ’baby Jesus’ who will be placed in your crib at home and
the priests will bless him

School Confessions
Over the past week and next week the priests of the Parish have being hearing the confessions
of the 3rd and 4th classes of St Colmcille’s BNS and St. Colmcille’s GNS. During Lent we will
hear the confessions of the 5th and 6th classes.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is not about a guilt-trip. Rather, it is about unburdening. The
Lord invites us to receive from him ‘rest for our souls’ (Mt 11:29) so that he may set us free (Lk
4:18) that we may continue to seek to live ‘life to the full’ (Jn 10:10). Jesus is encountered in
and through the Sacrament. The Advent/Christmas Reconciliation service takes place in St.
Colmcille’s on Monday 22nd December at 7.30pm. Reconciliation Service in River Valley on
Tuesday 23rd July at 7.30pm

!

A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE:It’s not with many thoughts or words that He hears us but in
the silence of our longing.. – St. Theresa of Avila

Christmas Mass Bouquets

!

Special Christmas Mass Bouquet cards are now available in the Sacristy and
Parish Office of both churches. All Masses on Christmas Day and St. Stephens
Day will be offered for the intentions of the donors of these cards. They cost €5
per card and would make a ‘lovely stocking filler’ for your nearest and dearest.
**************************************************************************

Third Sunday of Advent
In the words of John’s Gospel, John the Baptist came as a witness, to speak for the light, the true light who
was coming into the world. In this season of Advent, he points us towards the coming one and he invites
us to reflect on our need of the light of Jesus in the darkness of our lives. Darkness means many things: a
sense of being lost, a lack of direction, helplessness, sin or indeed lack of faith. This Christmas, may the
God who said: “Let light shine out of darkness,” shine in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor 4:6).
Prayer - Lord God, we come before you in the darkness of our lives, aware of
our need of Christ, the light of the world. May we receive him in faith so that we may become, like John
the Baptist, witnesses to that light which has come into the world
**********************************************************************************
The Parish Pastoral Council are meeting on Monday 15th December in the Parochial House @7.30pm

!!

The angels sang a message of JOY! “…and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And there
were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.” (Luke 2:7-15)
The Advent wreath is significant in that unlike holly or floral wreaths, it has candles standing
upright, representing the four Sundays of Advent and the thousands of years that God’s people
awaited the Messiah. The round ring of the Advent Wreath represents eternity-time without end.
As the circle is never ending, so time with God goes on and on. The evergreens are for eternal
life, life without end. Evergreens do not die in the winter and like them God is always fresh and
new. The candles remind us of Christ ‘Light of the World’

JESSE TREE-week 3
This tree is named after David, the great king of Israel. The symbols represent the promises God
made through the Old Testament concerning the birth of his only Son. Some of the most
important promise were made to Jesses and his son David. They were promised that God’s only
Son would be born in their family. Today is the third Sunday in Advent and we now add three
more symbols to the Jesse tree in both our churches.
The hammer of Joseph: Joseph became Mary’s husband, and looked after Mary and Jesus. We
thank him for the part he played in the life of Jesus
The Sun: Just as the natural sun gives light and life to all upon whom its rays fall so Christ, the
Rising Dawn, dispels darkness and brings eternal life and light.
The Lily: The Lily represents Mary, the mother of Jesus. From earliest Christian days she has
been called blessed. Her example of motherhood, the training she gave her child, her patience
and love, the way she encouraged Jesus, and the manner in which she bore her later grief-all this
has influenced all who love her.
**************************************************************************

Swords Senior Citizens Centre Chapel Lane Swords. 8407589

Advent & Christmas Recital, presented by Alice Hurley on: Monday 15th December at 2pm.
Admission Free – All over 55’s welcome
**************************************************************************
Legion of Mary - The Holy Rosary will take place at The Crib in O'Connell Street on Saturday
20th December 2014 at 4.00pm. All are welcome.
**************************************************************************
St Columba’s invite parishioners to their Carol Service on Sunday 21st December at 3pm in
their Church. All are welcome

