!

In the Eucharist I receive the spiritual food which sustains me in all my labours. Without it
I could not get through one single day or hour of my life. (Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy SDB)
Fr. Michael Carey
Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Pauline Delaney
Mon 10.00am Geraghty & McGreevy Families
Tues 8.00am John & Kathleen O’Connor
Tues 10.00 10.00am Geraldine Harrison
Wed 8.00am Jim Thomas
Wed 10.00am Mary, William & Patrick Harford
Special Intention
Thurs 8.00am Louise Quigley
Thurs 10.00am Special Intention
Fri 8.00am Patrick & Kathleen O’Reilly&
deceased family members
Fri 10.00am Delia & Patrick Clarke

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Sat 6.30pm Cora Duffy
Paddy Barker
Sun 8.30am Eileen Crosbie
Sun 11.15am Nick Bates

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am

We have received the excellent news from Archbishop Diarmuid Martin that we are to get a
new priest for Drynam, Fr John Collins, formerly of the Parish of St. James, James Street.
Fr John is due to say his first Mass in Drynam on the 16th September. We look forward
very much to welcoming him.
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Parish Choir : New Members!!!

Our parish choir is inviting YOU to join. You don’t have to be a
good singer - with practice, you will improve; vocal chords like
any muscle improve with exercise. Singing releases endorphins,
the feel-good chemicals in the brain, so not only will you be
partaking in the joy of music-making for the Parish but you will
also feel great! It's also an aerobic activity and a natural stressreducer. If you, or anyone you know who can reasonably get to the church on
Sunday mornings by 10.45am or so, why not come along and try it out?
We will guide you gently through the repertoire, provide you with our hymn book,
welcome you warmly to our numbers - there is nothing daunting about being
among us. Men and women of all ages are welcome -an injection of fresh faces
and voices to maintain this long-established choir into the future and prevent its
gradual disappearance, which would be a great shame after decades of dedication.
We start again on Sunday 2 Sept. Mass is at 11.15am. We gather at 1030-10.45am
on Sundays for some preparation, and have a practice night 7pm to 9pm once a
month. (For further information contact: Maurice 086 8305917). Not everyone
makes every practice so please don't worry about undue
pressure on your schedule!
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To quote the famous expression of St. Augustine: “He
who sings prays twice.” We look forward to hearing
from you!
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378:
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

From Eucharist to Life
“The bread that I will give, says the Lord, is my flesh for the life
of the world”
Newsletter Sunday 19th August 2018
The theme of today’s Gospel is exclusively Eucharistic. Absolutely central to
what we believe about the Eucharist is that Christ is really and truly present there. Not
physically present, but nevertheless really present. For those who believe that God is
present in all things and in all places, his special presence in the Eucharist ought not to be
such a big problem. Besides, we have the word of Jesus: ‘This is my body….This is my
blood.’ And the Lord cannot lie.
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When we receive communion, Jesus comes to each of us personally, as though
each of us was the only person in the world at that moment. A spiritual bond is forged
between us and him, with the result that we are able to enter into a deeper intimacy with
him than if he were physically present. We should avail of this wonderful time to grow in
intimacy and friendship with the Lord.
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However, we must never forget that the Jesus we receive in the Eucharist is the
same Jesus who gave his life for us. The words of the consecration remind us of this: ‘This
is my body given for you…This is my blood shed for you.’ Hence, communion should
evoke a spirit of sacrifice in us. To receive this food is to be reminded that, like Christ, we
too must be willing to give ourselves in the service of others.
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Mother Teresa of Calcutta had a rule that when a newcomer arrived to join her
order, the Missionaries of Charity, the very next day the newcomer had to go to the home
of the dying. One day a girl came from outside India to join, so Mother Teresa said to her:
‘You saw with what love and care the priest touched Jesus in the Host during Mass. Now
go to the Home for the Dying and do the same, because it is the same Jesus you will find
there in the broken bodies of the poor.’

!
!
!

Three hours later the newcomer came back and, with a big smile, said to her,
‘Mother I have been touching the body of Christ for three hours.’
‘How? What did you do?’ Mother Teresa asked her.

‘When I arrived there, she replied, ‘they brought in a man who had fallen into a
drain, and been there for some time. He was covered with dirt and several wounds. I
washed him and cleaned his wounds. As I did so I knew I was touching the body of Christ.’
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To be able to make this kind of connection we need the help of the Lord himself.
It is above all in the Eucharist that he gives us this help. Mother Teresa put it like this:
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

How much better our family life would be if we used the words…. Please.
Thank you…and I’m sorry…Pope Francis

World Meeting of Families
•

A New Padre
I am delighted to announce that Fr. John Collins (a native of Rush) is coming to our Parish
as Co-PP and will be living in Aspen Road Drynam. On behalf of the Parish I welcome Fr.
John and hope and pray that he will have a fulfilling ministry here in the Parish of Swords/
Drynam. Fr. John will celebrate his first Mass in the Parish on Sunday 16th September in
The Church of Our Lady of the Visitation, Drynam.

Evening Prayer/Vespers
To mark the opening of the World Meeting of Families, the Parish will celebrate Evening
Prayer on Tuesday 21st August at 6.30pm in St. Colmcille’s Church. All are welcome.

Lourdes Pilgrimage Trust
Last Sunday week the Legion of Mary held an outdoor collection in Swords for the
Lourdes Pilgrimage Trust. The Trust uses this money to send sick pilgrims to the hospital
in Lourdes alongside the Diocesan Pilgrimage. The amount collected was €795. Thank you
for your generosity and to the Legion for arranging this collection and for their good work
in the Parish.

Acknowledgements
If you received an acknowledgement for monies donated to the Parish in relation to
Planned Giving and Christmas and Easter Dues and you wish to query the amounts
recorded, then please contact Colette in the Parish Office. The most obvious reason is
‘timing differences’ or an overlap between Drynam and Swords.
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RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently
Martin Quinn
Andrew Fottrell
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Foxwood
Oaklands Ave

A Reflection on Today’s Second Reading
A Christian community should be recognisable as such, and the Letter to the Ephesians is
full of advice as to how the Christian communities should conduct themselves. Today’s
extract is short and practical. Believers are called to live wisely and well, regardless of the
evils around them. We are to be filled with the Spirit, rather than wine or other distractions,
and we are to sing and praise God together. It is an elegant balance: we are called both to
live wisely and to pray wisely. (Source: Glenstal Sunday Missal)
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Zoe Olive Kelly, Will Gerard Donnelly, Tyler James Murtagh, Suzie Frances
O’Neill, Freddie Paul Fitzpatrick, Devon Patrick McMahon
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Dublin’s “Camino” for the World Meeting of
Families

The World Meeting of Families 2018 Pilgrim Walk will take place from
18 – 25 August 2018. Pilgrims are invited, in a single day or over a few
days during that week, to undertake the Walk. It involves visiting seven
designated churches and spending time in prayer in each of them for a special intention for
families before finishing the visit with the WMOF2018 prayer. Each pilgrim will be issued
with a pilgrim walk passport which will be stamped at each church in the ancient tradition
of the Camino of St James. A pilgrimage certificate of completion will be stamped when
they arrive at the last of the seven churches. Each church will have a roster of ambassadors
to meet the pilgrims, stamp their pilgrim passports and offer a WMOF cead míle fáilte.
The churches can be visited in any order.
The route for the Pilgrim Walk includes the following churches:
• St Teresa’s Carmelite Church, Clarendon Street – the theme is “the gift of parents to
the family.”
• St Francis Xavier’s, Gardiner Street – the theme is the role of teachers in enriching the
children of our families.
• St Saviour’s, Dominick Street – the theme is God walks with families when times are
tough
• St Michan’s, Halston Street –the gift of children to the family
• St Michan’s, Church Street –fostering the gift of forgiveness among families
• St Audoen’s Church, High Street –the gift of grandparents to the family
• Our Lady of Mount Carmel (Whitefriars), Aungier Street –love at the heart of the
family
All churches will remain open each day between 9.30am and 7pm. You can download the
Pilgrim Walk map in PDF form at http://www.dublindiocese.ie/7-church-pilgrim-walk-forwmof2018/
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• Relics of Saints Louis and Zélie Martin and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux

The relics of Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, and their youngest daughter, Saint Thérèse,
have come from Lisieux to Ireland to coincide with the World Meeting of Families 2018.
The Relics will be at the WMOF2018 Opening Ceremony in the RDS, Dublin, on Tuesday
21st August and they will also be in the sanctuary in the Phoenix Park for the Papal Mass
on Sunday 26th August. The Relics will visit a number of parishes across Ireland between
August 4th and September 9th – read the full itinerary at https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/
WMOF/media/downloads/Relics-Itinerary.pdf

!

• “Le Chéile, Le Críost” Together, with Christ

Festive Evening Prayer - The Archdiocese of Dublin’s event
to mark the opening of the World Meeting of Families 2018.
Archbishop Martin cordially invites your parish to send10 representatives to this unique
liturgy.
Hall 8, RDS Simmonscourt Building, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 7.30-8.30 pm Tuesday 21st
August 2018
If you interested in attending this Liturgy Please contact Colette in the Parish Office.

