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which I believe will contribute to a qualitative change in educational theory and research in
Ireland.
The DCU Faculty will include Institutes of Catholic and Church of Ireland
education. For the first time candidates who aspire to teach in the various traditions of
denominational education will be trained together and alongside those who aspire to a more
secular vision. This is a vision close to the current realities.
On its part, Mater Dei was not just an institution for teacher training. Its work
reached out into the Catholic faith community through training within parish communities
and in the preparation of chaplains and pastoral workers and permanent deacons, and
initially even in the formation of young religious. This is a work which must continue even
if within in a new framework.
We need to provide a new and vigorous formation of lay Catholics within the Irish
Church, one which witnesses to the bonds between faith and life in a pluralist culture. In
this context I have already announced the establishment precisely in Newman’s University
Church in Saint Stephen’s Green a new Centre for Faith and Dialogue in society led by
Notre Dame University which will open in September.
We are at the end of an era but also at the beginning of a new era. There is nothing
about that situation which should alarm us. That is the history of the presence of faith in
Jesus Christ right across human history. The message of Jesus Christ is always a message
of newness.
We live in an era of change. It is no time for believers to sit and bemoan or to be
side-lined into the irrelevant. Believers must regain confidence and courage to face new
things in new ways. It is time for tolerance and respect for diversities. It is time for a
Church to be present in society in such a way as to help people find that God revealed in
Jesus Christ, not as an imposition but as an invitation to fullness of life. Fr. Michael Carey

Mass intentions for Next Week

Mon 8.00am Violet Mary Campbell
Mon 10.00am Niamh Morris
Tues 8.00am Dec members of Connell Family
Tues 10.00am Molly Hatch
Wed 8.00 Michael Denning
Wed 10.00 Michael Casey
Thurs 8.00am John & Kathleen O’Connor
Thurs 10.00am Thomas McGrane
Fri 8.00am Mary Greenan
Fri 10.00am Gerard Harford

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Sat10.00am Thomas Salmon
Sat 6.30pm Maura & Harry Green & grandson John
Green & Perry Families
Sun 8.30am Essie Fitzsimons
Sun 11.30pm Alice & Tom Kane
Marie Cleary (MM)
Sun 6.30pm Phyllis & Peter Grogan

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am& 12 noon ,Mon 9.20am
Regarding the new church, we have now incorporated the views of Fingal Planners and submitted
revised drawings together with a comprehensive fundraising plan to Archbishop's House. We will
launch the fundraising campaign in the next few weeks.
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Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Christian assembly is an assembly of disciples of Jesus. A disciple is literally one who is learning.
Learning requires openness of mind and heart. The scripture readings and the prayers of today’s
liturgy are a powerful force for teaching and learning about the way of Jesus.
Reflection - The demands which Jesus makes in Luke’s gospel are first a call to repentance, which
means an invitation to change one’s attitude. Secondly, a call to faith. Faith has been described as the
human response to God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. And thirdly, a call to discipleship, which may be
summed up as a call to be ‘with’ Jesus. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal.)
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948, 087 1621662
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
NEW TIMES REQUIRE NEW INSTITUTIONS!
“Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you”
Newsletter Sunday 11th September 2016
This is an extract of the Homily given by Archbishop Diarnuid Martin at the
final Mass in the Mater Dei Institute Chapel!
In the second half of the nineteenth century the geography of this part of
Dublin was changing and was being marked by a growing and extensive
presence of Catholic Institutions. It was a clear sign of courage and purpose by
the Catholic community of the time, especially by Cardinal Cullen and later by his
successor Cardinal McCabe, the then Archbishops of Dublin.
Newman’s Catholic University was to be constructed on Saint Alphonsus Road where the
current Redemptoristine Convent now stands. All Hallows College, a remarkable and
unique institution, was being built to provide for the training of priests who would go and
spread the Gospel and in many ways establish and consolidate local churches right across
the English-speaking world. Saint Patrick’s Training College in Drumcondra was
established which would provide generations of teachers who would be the backbone of that
Irish primary educational system from which so many have benefitted for well over a
century. The Seminary at Clonliffe was opened in 1860 and through its links with the Royal
University College in Dublin aimed to provide a high level of intellectual formation for the
future priests of Dublin.
Most of these institutions are slowly vanishing from or are being transformed within the
current geographical and cultural landscape of this part of Dublin. We have much to
celebrate as we reflect on this post-Vatican II institution of Mater Dei. We celebrate; we
have to say however in the context of the closure of the Institute. Less than a month ago I
celebrated a similar Mass for the closure of All Hallows College. Shortly Saint Patrick’s
College in Drumcondra will become fully incorporated into Dublin City University. There
are those who say that all this is the end of an era and a sign of a less optimistic, enthusiastic
and forward-looking presence of the Church in Irish society.
Is it the end of an era? My answer is yes, but not in the sense of a definitive end to the
presence of Christian faith as a constitutive part of Irish society. It is the recognition of an
already changing and changed era in Irish culture and of the wisdom of taking note of that
change. Recognising change does not mean that we take refuge and become entrenched in
the past, but that we enter into a new era with a different, renewed and purpose-filled
commitment.
The institutions of one hundred and fifty years ago have to be replaced and renewed to be
effective and incisive in the world of the 21st Century. The change that has been and
continues to take place in Irish religious culture is radical and the response to radical change
cannot be one of just tweaking. The institutions of 150 years ago were perhaps the
appropriate ones for that time, though not necessarily in an absolute sense.
What is happening? Mater Dei and Saint Patrick’s College will soon cease to exist in their
current form, but the fact that the names of both institutions will remain in a different
context is a sign that continuity can co-exist with a changing role of the church in an
evolving society. The New Faculty of Education in DCU will be a revolutionary institute
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

Year of Mercy – “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk.6:36)

Urgent – Church Cleaners

There are just two regular church cleaners at the moment and it’s certainly
not fair on them. I have touched on this ministry over the past while and it
had now reached a crunch point. I have no doubt that there are a few people
reading this newsletter who can give a half an hour one Friday a month. It is an
excellent corporal work of mercy for men and women in this year of Mercy. Please,
please if you can make a commitment for a half an hour for one Friday a month it
would be greatly appreciated. Just talk to Ita Lenehan or Pat O’ Reilly or ring them
in the Sacristy Monday to Friday from 10.30am to 11.00am at 01-8500547. Our
Parish NEEDS volunteers to clean God’s house

Sunday evening Mass

I am looking for a volunteer to take on the Sacristan duty on the first Sunday of
every month for the 6.30pm Mass. It would involve opening up at 5.45pm, getting
the Church ready for Mass and then closing up at around 7.30pm when Mass is
over. If interested please contact me.
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Year of Mercy –
Can you believe it I have now finished the Pope’s encyclical – ‘Misericordiae Vultus’. I
hope one or two of the paragraph’s produced over the past several months have inspired
you. Over the next few weeks I will give a commentators view of this encyclical. A now
deceased cardinal, Walter Kasper in his book Mercy produced in the twentieth century
book stated and Pope Francis said nailed it: “A Church in which the proclamation of
God's mercy is not foundational, operational and obvious is not being true to its
founder”.
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Parish Pastoral Council

Crosscare
The annual collection for CROSSCARE, – Social Support Agency of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Dublin will take place at all Masses next weekend 17th/18th September. This
collection is for Community and homeless services. The collection will replace the usual
Share collection. Inspired by the example and teachings of Jesus Christ, Crosscare has: A
vision of a society where all people have the opportunity to fulfil their potential. A mission
to provide innovation and relevant services to those most in need
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Property and Finance Committee
This Committee will meet on Tuesday 13th September at 2.30pm in the Parochial House.
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Date for Diary
The Autumn Liturgy Seminar takes place in Clonliffe on Saturday 1st October from
9.30pm to 1.30pm. The topics included are: 1) RCIA: experiencing the first few steps; 2)
Confirmation: What are we at?; 3)The Liturgical Year; 4) Singing the Mystery of Faith; 5)
Emmanuel 2017. If anyone would like a detailed programme emailed to them, please
contact Colette
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Coffee Morning-

Swords Senior Citizens Centre

A coffee morning in aid of St Francis Hospice will be held in the Senior Citizens Centre on
Thursday 15th September at 10.30pm. All are welcome
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Isaac Anthony Wrenn, Finn Teddy Henry McFadden, Cian Matthew Farrell,
Alyssa Margaret Tuohy, Jared Christopher Dolan
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The PPC will meet this Monday 12th September at 8.00pm in the Parochial House

Bethany Bereavement Support Group

1st Holy Communion 2017

Help is at hand. Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those grieving
after the loss of a loved one. This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet on the
second and last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parochial House,
Seatown Road - Next Meeting 12th September. For further information please 'phone Mary
8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m.
Open to all Fingal Residents - You are most welcome to attend.
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The parents on the children in these classes will meet this week in the Church.
St. Colmcille’s GNS will meet on Tuesday at 7.30pm and St. Colmcille’s BNS will meet on
Thursday at 7.30pm
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Annual Remembrance Service: The National Maternity Hospital will hold its Annual

Remembrance Service held in memory of babies who have died in the hospital through
miscarriage, stillbirth or shortly after birth on Sunday 2nd October at 3.00pm in the Church
of St Andrew, Westland Row, Dublin 2. For more info contact the Chaplaincy Dept
National Maternity Hospital, Holles Street, Dublin 2 - 01 6373121 . All welcome
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RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Joseph Prendergast
Castle Ave

