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people, ‘Become a Christian because it will make you free.’ But if people see that
Christians are free in an attractive and intriguing way, then they might become interested in
knowing why, and ultimately in the God whom we worship.
Cardinal Suhard, Archbishop of Paris in the 1940’s wrote: ‘To be a witness does
not consist in engaging in propaganda nor even in stirring people up, but in being a living
mystery. It means to live in such a way that one’s life would make no sense if God did not
exist’. There should be something about Christians that puzzles people and makes them
wonder what is at the heart of our lives.
Fr Michael Carey

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Why be a Christian?
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“If you, O Lord, should make out guilt, Lord, who could survive?”
Newsletter Sunday 14th October 2018

Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Special Intention
Mon 10.00am Robert Ryan
Tues 8.00am Special Intention
Sat 6.30pm Margaret Farrell
Tues 10.00 George, Ann & George Jnr McGrane
Betty Stokes
Wed 8.00am John Heaslip
Charlie & Mary Murphy
Wed 10.00am Kenneth Slye
Thurs 8.00am Special intention
Thurs 10.00am George Shaw
Sun 8.30am Bridie Bruen
Fri 8.00am Special Intention
Sun 11.15am Owen Kennedy
Fri 10.00am Mass in Thanksgiving

Church of the Visitation Drynam

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am & 11.00am ( Irish Mass)

We will have the Do This In Memory Mass for Holywell Educate Together children next
Sunday at 10:00.
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Youth and Age
Youth is not a time of life, it is a state of mind. Nobody grows old merely by living a
number of years; people grow old only be deserting their ideals. Worry, doubt, self-distrust,
fear and despair, these are the long, long years that bow the head and turn the growing
spirit back to dust.
You are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt; as young as your hope, as old as your
despair.
So long as your heart receives messages of beauty, cheer, courage, grandeur and power
from the earth, from man, from the infinite, so long are you young.
When the heart is covered with the snow of pessimism and the ice of cynicism, then I am
grown old indeed, and may you, Lord, have mercy on my soul.
General Douglas MacArthur
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Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The words of consecration are frequently referred to today as the account of the institution
of the Eucharist. There is an intended shift of emphasis here and it has a lot to recommend
it. The idea is to move away from an automatic understanding of what happens when the
words are said by the priest. The reality which such an automatic
understanding could easily obscure is that God is always the master of God’s own gift. This
truth can help us to avoid taking God’s gift for granted. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378:
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

Another book written by Fr. Timothy Radcliffe OP a little over ten years ago is called
“What is the point of being a Christian?”. (Fr. Timothy was at one stage Master of the
Dominican Order). In the introduction to his book he has the following to say:
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‘Why be a Christian?’, I was asked by a friend recently. I must admit that I was
surprised by the question. I was brought up a Christin but had never been very interested in
my faith until I found myself asking whether it was true or not. If it was true that humanity
was destined to share God’s own unutterable happiness, then this must be the purpose of
my life. If it was not true, then clearly I must leave the Church. So I replied to this friend of
mine, ‘Because it is true.’ But this did not satisfy him one bit. ‘But what’s the point of
being a Christian? What’s the purpose of it?’
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We were clearly at cross-purposes. If Christianity is true, then it does not have a
point other than to point to God who is the point of everything….A religion that tries to
market itself as useful for some other purpose – because it helps you live a stable life,
because it gets rid of stress or makes you wealthy – is shooting itself in the foot. If it has to
justify itself by serving some other end, then it cannot be a religion that one could take
seriously. The point of any religion is to point us to God who is the point if everything.
That is why it makes no sense to ask whether belief in God is ‘relevant’, because God is
the measure of all relevance.
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But my friend was not deterred: ‘What do you get out of it? What does it do for
you?’ and I began to see what he was getting at. These truths to which we adhere must have
some consequences in one’s life. The truth of the law of gravity and that the earth is a globe
have consequences. One can design planes that take off and if they set off in one direction
they will eventually get back to where they started. If the truths of Christian teaching do
not have any effects in one’s life, any fruit, then what sort of truths would they be? If God
is the point of everything, then being religious, being pointed towards God as one’s
ultimate goal, must show itself somehow in one’s life.
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So Christianity must surely make a difference, even if one is not a Christian so as
to obtain the difference. If, for example, it were to be established that Christians were more
calm and relaxed than other people, then one would not urge people to share our faith in
order that they become less stressed. ‘Become a Christian so as to sleep well at night’. That
would be to make religion merely a useful lifestyle accessory like going to the gym. It
would be selling God as useful to me, like a bath essence or aromatherapy. But the fact that
one’s faith, did just as an example, make one more relaxed, or happy, or courageous or
whatever, might suggest that the true claims of Christianity ae not trivial, and that they
would be worth investigating. If shaping one’s life towards God as one’s ultimate destiny
has consequences such as making one free, as I shall argue, then one would not say to
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry…Pope Francis

New Sacristan
I am delighted to welcome Jeanette Devine as our new Sacristan. I know that you will be
very welcoming to her and ‘gentle’ as she grows into the role and her new position.

Saturday Morning Prayer
Next Saturday-20th October, Morning Prayer will be celebrated at 10.00am. In terms of
the Prayer Book it is week 4. Not many people attend this liturgy so I invite you to drop in.
If you say morning prayers, then why not join in with your faith community and say the
morning of prayer of the church – the books are provided.

Why Not?
Are you interested in joining a group of people who look at the Gospel for the following
Sunday and reflect upon it? If so then why not come along to the Parochial house, Seatown
Road on Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm. you will be made most welcome. Don’t be afraid if
you are even slightly interested – just give it a go!
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The outdoor monthly collection for St. Colmcille’s Swords, VdP, will be taken up this
weekend at all Masses
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Liturgy Group
This Committee will meet on Tuesday 16th October at 8.00pm in the Parochial House,
Seatown Rd.
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Altar List of the Dead
These lists are now available at the back of the Church. The new lists will be placed in
front of the altar on Friday 2nd November – The Feast of All Souls. All Masses on the First
Friday of the month will be offered for the names on the Altar List of the Dead. The
completed envelopes can be returned to the Sacristy or the Parish Office.
Drynam - The Church of Our Lady of the Visitation will make its own arrangement for the
celebration of Mass for the ‘altar list of the dead’.
RECENTLY DECEASED
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Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
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Next Sunday 21st October is World Mission Sunday. There will be a special collection at
Mass replacing the usual Share collection. “Today vast numbers of people still do not know
Jesus Christ. For this reason, the mission continues to be most urgent. All the members of
the Church are called to participate in this mission, for the Church is missionary by her
very nature: she was born ‘to go forth’” – Pope Francis.
Theme - This year’s Mission Sunday theme is: ‘Christian Families are Missionary
Families’. In fact, what better way to commemorate his visit and the World Meeting of
Families by using these words as the theme for Mission Month 2018. “Family is the salt of
the earth and the light of the world; it is the leaven of society….Christian families are
missionary families, in their everyday life, in their doing everyday things, as they bring to
everything the salt and leaven of faith’. Indeed, every parish and diocese is a family within
our even larger family, the Universal Church! Pope Francis
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Sophie Ellen Dwyer, Hannah Alison Hawkins, Grace Dunne Fiorentini, Emily
Pento,Cara Lily Murphy,Bobby Michael Harrington
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St. Vincent de Paul

Greg Kane
Leo Watson

Mission Sunday

Seatown Terrace
Swords

B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE
B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life partner, through
Death, Separation or Divorce. Few people are able to cope alone with the pain of loss. Do
you find that you need more support than family and friends can provide? Seeking help is a
sign of strength and self-knowledge – not weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps
to resolve the grief that goes with the end of a marriage or relationship. Coping effectively
with bereavement is a skill we can all learn.
Next residential weekend will be held 16th – 18th November 2018 in Dominican Retreat
House, Tallaght, Dublin 24. For further information please contact 086 0877379 or email
bedublin@gmail.com. www.beginningexperience.ie
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Living with Loss
Bereavement Information Evening Thursday 1st November, 5.30–8.00pm at the Alex
Hotel, 41-47 Fenian Street, Dublin 2. Niamh Fitzpatrick, sister of Captain Dara
Fitzpatrick, will address the gathering and speak on the theme ‘Living with Loss’.
Admission is free. For more information, contact The Irish Hospice Foundation:
www.hospicefoundation.ie
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Funeral Ministry Team
A Pastoral Reflection Evening for Funeral Ministry teams will take place on 24th October
from 7.30pm - 9.30pm in Holy Cross Diocesan Centre. This evening is for those who have
been in this Ministry for some time. Register by email litsec@dublindiocese.ie

