
 

27th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 3rd  October 2021 

May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 
a bright light  before you, 

a kindly shepherd behind you; 
this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 

Fr. Colin Rothery -8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm  
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Phyllis O’Rourke 
       Paul Cahill (1st An)      
Sun 8.30am  Priests of the Parish 
Sun 11.15am Rose Howard  
At our masses this weekend we also remember :Peadar Connolly 

Mass intentions for next Next Week  
Mon 10.00am Covid Volunteers                         Fri 10.00am Collins Family 
Mon 10.00am Ellen Donovan                   Fri 10.00am Jimmy Mahon  
Tues 10.00am Jerry Ryan             
Tues 10.00am  Gloria O’Brien                       
Wed 10.00am Special Intention            Sat 6.30pm Maureen & Har Donnelly 
Wed 10.00am  Patrick Pentony                             
Thurs10.00am Special Intention                             Sun  8.30am Eamon Byrne 
Thurs 10.00am Sean Colclough           Sun 11.15am Willie Rooney 

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
First Friday Mass at 9.20am will resume on Friday 5th November 

4 October, World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. Christians are 
celebrating the Season of Creation which continues until 4 October, the World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation. The Taizè community proposed this prayer for the 
occasion: “God of love, as we remain in your presence, make us capable of grasping the 
infinite beauty of what you have created, of all that comes from you, of your inexhaustible 
compassion. Increase our attention towards others and towards all creation. Teach us to 
discover the value of everything, and make us bearers of peace in the human family.” 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact  
Kay  086 2209297 from Sunday 3rd October to Saturday 9th October.. Details on the 
Parish website.You can also find information on https://bethany.ie   

The Word of Life: a monthly gospel meditation on Jesus’s words. This month: 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 
The disciples were having a discussion amongst themselves as they walked with Jesus. But 
when he asked them what they were talking about, they did not dare answer him, perhaps 
because they were ashamed. In fact they were trying to establish who was the greatest. 
Jesus had spoken several times about his appointment with suffering but for Peter and the 
others it was too difficult to understand and accept. It was only after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection that they discovered who he really is: the Son of God who gives his life out of 
love. To help them truly be his disciples, Jesus sat down, and revealed the truth about who 
is first according to the gospel: Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant 
of all. In spite of their frailty and fears, Jesus had confidence in the disciples and had called 
them to follow him and to share his mission to serve everyone. Paul’s words come to mind: 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Serve, not so much as slaves who 
are forced into their work, but as a free people who generously offer their skills and 
strength and give of themselves not only for the benefit of a specific group or party, but for 
all those who need help, without exception and without prejudice. This is a call for us 
today, too, to have open minds and hearts, to recognise and care for the needs of others and 
to be active in building truly human relationships. It is an invitation to put our talents to 
good use for the common good and, in spite of our failures, to start afresh to do so each 
day, putting ourselves in the last place in order to press on together with others towards the 
only possible future: universal fraternity. 

A few words from Pope Francis: “Seeing the beauty of the Good Shepherd” 
So many people in Europe see faith as a relic of the past. Why? Because they have not seen 
Jesus at work in their own lives. Often this is because we, by our lives, have not 
sufficiently shown him to them. God makes himself seen in the faces and actions of men 
and women transformed by his presence. If Christians, instead of radiating the contagious 
joy of the Gospel, keep speaking in old fashioned moralistic religious language, people will 
not be able to see the Good Shepherd. They will not recognize the One who loves each of 
his sheep, calls them by name, and bears them on his shoulders. They will not see the One 
who has a consuming passion, a passion for humanity. This divine, merciful and 
overpowering love is itself the perennial newness of the Gospel. It demands of us wise and 
bold decisions, made in the name of the mad love with which Christ has saved us. Jesus 
does not ask us to make arguments for God, he asks us to show him, in the same way the 
saints did, not by words but by our lives. He calls us to prayer and poverty, creativity and 
gratuity. Let us help today’s Europe – faint with a weariness that is Europe’s current 
malady – to rediscover the ever-youthful face of Jesus and his Bride. How can we fail to 
devote ourselves completely to making all people see this unfading beauty? (Homily, 23rd 
September 2021) 

Saints in the Church’s Calendar-4th October St Francis of Assisi, Religious 
Born in Assisi (Italy) in 1181 or 1182; died nearby on 3 October 1226. The carefree son of a wealthy 
merchant who gave up his inheritance to embrace utter poverty. Under a simple gospel rule, he and 
his Friars Minor were authorised to be mendicant preachers. His “Canticle of the Sun” captures his 
lyrical spirit and sense of oneness with all creatures. An outstanding example of the beatitude 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” At the end of his life he bore in his flesh the marks of Christ’s 
suffering. Noted for preaching the poor and crucified Christ in both word and deed
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