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Conclusion 
The Markan call to discipleship entails the difficulties, frustrations, and annoyances as 
Jesus endured. But it is precisely by continuing the paschal journey through suffering 
and death that new life can be experienced as come to fullness. Mark’s Good News is 
that the Word continues to be made flesh through his followers. Jesus continues to 
dwell among us. And now Jesus’ identity is known through us, his faithful disciples 
who follow his even through suffering and death to be promised new life of 
resurrection. 
Over the past fortnight I have attempted to give a flavour of Mark’s gospel. I hope it is 
a help to your reading of the Gospel and to your prayer. (Source: Living Liturgy and 
CTS Bible)       Fr. Michael Carey Adm 
Mass Intentions for this coming week: St Colmcille’s:    
Mon 8.00am Eileen Haughey       Fri 10.00am  Sheila Maher 
Mon 10.00am  Linda McGlynn, Tom Murphy         Sat 10.00am Vera Dowling                         
        Terry Moles           
Tues 8.00am Hugh Duffy                                                                      
Tues  10.00am Margaret O’Reilly                    Sat 6.30pm Patrick & Mary Kate Gallagher           
Wed 8.00 am Patrick Dunne        Paddy Woods 
Wed 10.00am  Margaret O’Reilly                  Sun 8.30am Imelda O’Neill                   
Wed 7.30pm.Tom Kennedy                       Sun 11.00am Owen Kennedy         
Thurs 8.00am Mary Kinch                                    Agnes Maxwell (MM) 
Thurs 10.00am Mass in Thanksgiving 
  Johnny Mullane      Sun 6.30pm Joseph Coleman Snr 
Fri 8.00 am Keith Greehan  

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Robert Kenny   Castlegrange Green  

              

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri:9.20am. Sun, 10.00am 
 11.00am (Irish)& 12 noon 
Congratulations to 7 children from Educate Together National School Holywell  
who received the sacrament of Confirmation in St Cronin’s Church on Friday. 
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Here again the portrayal of Jesus as healing the person who is sick with leprosy is basically the 
gospel-writer asking the question: ‘Who is this man, Jesus?’ and inviting the hearer to reply. 
The close bond that was seen to exist between God and Jesus, in a dramatic way after his death, 
meant that Jesus like God had the power to heal those who were sick in any way. 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Kate Carmel Vaughan, Heidi Ellen, Lacey, Amelia Yvonne Tess Reilly, Leo Joseph 
Kenealy, Tom Bernard Kenealy, Lily Mae Bolger !!

!!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Gospel according to Mark (Part 2) 
“Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to 

save me” 
Newsletter Sunday 15th February 2015 

Who is Jesus? 
The first eight chapters of Mark’s gospel addresses the question, Who is 

Jesus? And they climax in the answer given by Peter at the end of chapter 8: “You are the 
Messiah” (Mk 8:29). This first half of the Mark’s gospel portrays Jesus going up and down 
Galilee healing and forgiving, eating with sinners, and in amazing ways nourishing people 
through word and deed. He invites people to follow him not because they are spellbound by his 
teaching and deeds (more miracles are recorded in Mark that any other Gospel) but because 
they are willing to live in such ways as to announce to all people the Good News that God loves 
them. !
What does it mean to be the Messiah? 
The second half of the gospel shifts geographically from Galilee to Jerusalem and asks the 
follow-up question, what does it mean to be the Messiah? Jesus’ answer is contrary to popular 
opinion: the Messiah would not come as a great and successful military leader but as One who 
must suffer and die. This very answer, revealed in the prediction of his passion and followed by 
Peter’s rebuke of Jesus (Mk 8:31-33), is not only surprising but is also disturbingly challenging 
to his disciples. Mark intertwines predictions of his suffering and death ([Mk 8:31; 9:31; 
10:32-34] which the disciples don’t understand and even seem to ignore [Mk 8:32; 
9:32-24;10:35-40]) with stories of healing those who were blind, including his disciples who 
cannot ‘see’ what Jesus is saying. Scholars have long puzzled why Mark placed such emphasis 
on the failure of the disciples. At first they respond enthusiastically, but soon Jesus begins to 
rebuke them sternly for their lack of understanding (Mk 4:40; 8:18-18). They, on their part, can 
be sarcastic towards their Master (Mk 5:31; 6:37). Their behavior often contrasts unfavourably 
with that of others who encounter Jesus in the course of his ministry (Mk 7:26-30; 8:22-26). Is 
this to show that it is easy to come to Jesus, but harder to stick by him when difficulties arise (as 
in the parable of the sower [ Mk 4:3-8])? Or is it a warning that any deep appreciation of Jesus 
is difficult of itself? Or is Mark looking sideways at a group in his own community, who have 
failed under persecution, but must be brought back and reconciled? !
The Messiah who comes to save. 
Yet the Messiah is the One who gives his life for the people – first in smaller things, for 
example, by staying with them when they misunderstood and even disappoint him; then in the 
greatest act of all time, by giving his very life on the cross. This second half of the gospel 
climaxes not in the disciples acknowledging Jesus as the suffering Messiah but in the 
confession of the centurion who gazes on the crucified Jesus and utters, “Truly this was the Son 
of God!” (Mk 15:39). Through his suffering and death, we come to know who Jesus really is: 
the Messiah who comes to save 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN !

  Antiphon – “God so loved the world that he gave his Only Begotten Son, so that all 
who believe in him may not perish, but may have eternal life” 

New Mass Schedule – St. Colmcille’s 
Last Sunday a ‘suggestion sheet’ was left at the end of the Church to be completed 
that day after all Masses. Those who accepted the new Mass Schedule, even 
reluctantly were not required to complete it. 58 people did so and made alternate suggestions 
which  were wide and varied. I thank you for taking the time to complete the ‘suggestion sheet’.  
As there was no clear alternative and as the average Sunday Mass attendance is a little over 800 
souls the Parish Pastoral Council is in agreement that the suggested revised Mass Schedule goes 
ahead next weekend. There is of course a 10.00am Sunday morning Mass in our Parish at our 
Chapel of Ease in Drynam. Having said this I appreciate the difficultly for those without 
transport. There is ample car parking facilities at Our Lady of the Visitation, Drynam.  
Mass for Healing with the Sacrament of the Sick 
The parish celebrated Mass with the Sacrament of the Sick last Saturday morning at 11.00am. 
The weekend was the celebration of World Day of the Sick, connected to the liturgical 
memorial of the Feast of our Lady of Lourdes on Monday 11th February. It was a lovely 
celebration and I thank all who attended. I want to thank the Liturgy Team for arranging a 
beautiful liturgical space and the welcome refreshments after the Mass. Thanks also to Srs. 
Mary and Margaret and the volunteers for setting up the Mass. If anyone would like myself or 
Fr. Peter to visit a sick or elderly relative at home please let us know, or leave information with 
Colette in the Parish Office 
Ash Wednesday – 18th February. 
This is a day of fast and abstinence and the beginning of the Season of Lent. 
Why do we put ash on our forehead? - Ashes are applied to our forehead in the sign of the cross 
as the words, "Remember, you are dust and to dust you shall return" are spoken to us. The other 
formula which is used, "Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel" emphasises our call 
to continual conversion and holiness of life. This act symbolises our mortality as well as our 
need for ongoing repentance. It is a reminder that this life is short and merely a foreshadowing 
of what we shall become through the redemption of Jesus Christ on the cross. The work of our 
redemption will not be complete until we are raised from the dead, in resurrected bodies like 
His own and called to the eternal communion of heaven.  
Do This in Memory 
I welcome the boys and girls and their families to the 6.30pm Vigil Mass and the 10.00am 
Sunday Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist. I would also like to thank the parents who are part of the organising committee who 
met during the week to prepare these Masses. 
Accord 
ACCORD’s counselling service is based on clients needs and not on their ability to pay. 
Counselling can be arranged by contacting us (to find your local centre please visit 
www.accord.ie) All 57 ACCORD centres offer Marriage and Relationship counselling. Other 
services offered by ACCORD include Marriage preparation course and a Relationship and 
Sexuality programme in primary and secondary schools. !
A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE:The Church cannot behave like a business that changes its 
product when the demand for it decreases  -  Karl Cardinal Lehmann (b.1936)   
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Accord 
The annual collection for ACCORD, the Diocesan Agency for 
Marriage and the Family will take place at all Masses this weekend 
14th/15th February. The collection will replace the usual Share 
collection. ‘Marriage, the union of a man and a woman, is a 
unique sacrament in that its essence is not about a special 
additional blessing, marriage is about a human reality. It is about a 
human relationship which is so vital for the good of humanity that it is raised to the level of a 
sacrament. The human reality of marriage becomes a witness to the love Christ has for his 
Church and draws its strength from that love of Jesus Christ’ (Archbishop Diarmuid Martin – 
Accord letter)  
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Lent - Ash Wednesday – 18th February. 
The season of Lent begins this Ash Wednesday 18th February.  
The Masses on  this day are 8.00am; 10.00am and 7.30pm in  
St. Colmcille’s and at 9.20am in Our Lady of the Visitation, Drynam !
Lecture in Gardiner St Church  
Gardiner Street Parish in association with Manresa Jesuit Centre of Spirituality invites you to a 
lecture ‘Pope Francis: ‘Behind the Mission’ in Gardiner St Church on Monday March 2nd at 
7.30pm.  Admission - donation !
22nd February – Sunday Mass Times 
From next Sunday our new Sunday Mass Schedule is as follows: 
St. Colmcille’s: Sat (Vigil) 6.30pm (Folk Group); Sun 8.30am; 11.00am (Parish Choir) 
and 6.30pm. 
Our lady of the Visitation-Drynam: Sun 10.00am; 11.00am (Irish Mass) 12.00 noon 
(Drynam Folk Group) !
Touching 
Many of us are afraid to touch other people. We give a few pennies to a beggar, but make sure 
there is no contact between us, not even eye-contact. Jesus didn’t stand off or keep his distance. 
He wasn’t afraid to touch others. He touched lepers, sinners, sick people, and even the dead. 
Physical contact is precisely what gives people, especially sick and wounded people, a sense of 
warmth and joy. By the very fact of touching another person, we accept that person exactly as 
he or she is. Lord, give us a warm heart and kind hands. (Source: Flor McCarthy SDB) 

!
  Property and Finance Committee 
This committee will meet this coming Tuesday 17th February at 10.45am in the Parochial 
House, Seatown Road

http://www.accord.ie/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

