
 
32nd   Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 7th November  2021 

May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 
a bright light  before you, a kindly shepherd behind you; 

this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 
Fr. Colin Rothery -8404546: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm  
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Special intention       
Sun 8.30am Patricia O’Reilly 
Sun 11.15am Margie Markey & Catherine & Eugene Callaghan & Sean Byrne 
At our masses this weekend we also remember :Patricia McCreevy, Michael Farrell 

Mass intentions for next Next Week      Fri 10.00am Michael & Tess Spellan 
Mon 10.00am Florrie O’Keefe                          Fri 10.00am Nancy McDonnell                              
Tues 10.00am Reparation           Sat 6.30pm Cathal & Mary O’Toole 
Tues 10.00am Anthony Dunne               
Wed 10.00am Christopher & Ann Farren                                                   
Thurs10.00am Annie & PJ Mills                      Sun  8.30am Holy Souls 
Thurs 10.00am Sylvia O’Donoghue                 Sun 11.15am Helen Brophy    

Trocaire Special Appeal for East Africa 
The Bishops of Ireland have called for a national Church collection this weekend  6th and 
7th of November to support Trócaire in providing life-saving aid to vulnerable 
communities in East Africa and DRC, where millions of people are being pushed to the 
edge of starvation. Trócaire teams are already responding on the ground, and are ready to 
provide more life-saving assistance but need more resources. Any support the Parish can 
give to this Emergency Appeal will help the urgent work of Trócaire and their hardworking 
local partners. For more information see www.trocaire.orgThis special collection will 
replace the Share collection 

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Siobhán Murray    Knocksedan 

Diary 2022 The diary for the booking of Mass intentions for 2022 is now open.  Please 
contact the Sacristy 01 8400547 
St Vincent De Paul Collection 
The monthly collection for the local Conference of St Vincent De Paul will be 
taken up after all Masses next weekend 

Part 2 of a talk by Archbishop Dermot Farrell on the path of reform in the Church in 
Ireland [17th October) 
“What is the Spirit saying to the Churches?” (Rev 2:7).  We are asked to trust the Holy 
Spirit to lead us together in discerning the changes that are necessary for renewal and 
reform.   What part of the Church requires new energy, renewed efforts, some fresh vitality, 
in order to bring the message of Jesus Christ to the contemporary world?   How do we 
begin?   We begin at a local level in the parish by listening to each another.  When we 
gather, Pope Francis asks “us not to soundproof our hearts; let us not remain barricaded in 
our certainties.  So often our certainties and make us closed. Let us listen to one another”.  
Now is the time to face whatever needs renewal in the Church.  We are called to serve 
God’s way of bringing the Church to new life. We cannot renew the Church by surveys or 
questionnaires.  The voice of God must always reframe questions about how the Church 
fulfils its vision and mission, since the Church is something God makes.   It is the Spirit of 
God who will energise the dead bones of our Church and restore its vitality. This is an 
opportunity for us to listen to the Holy Spirit and discern what God wants from the Church 
in the Archdiocese of Dublin, from the Church in Ireland and the Universal 
Church. “We have worked all night long and caught nothing” said the Apostles.  Some 
might say cut your losses, it’s useless to continue, give up and move on! The fact that we 
have worked hard and caught nothing is a sign that we are fishing in the wrong place, 
investing in the wrong thing. Jesus has another vision: we can put out into the deep, 
journey into more difficult places—into the desert, as it were, where we will come face to 
face with what is important.  What we need today is renewal.   This can only happen 
through encounter, mutual listening, free of ideology and predetermined agendas.    
Renewal requires a radical openness to each other and to our future, reaching out towards 
the other, listening to the other, listening with the other, meeting the other, serving the 
other.  

Francis on the power of prayer from the heart (Angelus, 24th October 2021)  
What is my prayer like?” Is it courageous? Is it insistent? Does it know how to “take hold” 
of the Lord as he passes, or is it content with making a formal greeting every now and then, 
when I remember to? Lukewarm prayers don’t help at all. So many of us, when we pray, 
don’t believe that the Lord can work miracles. I am reminded of the story of the father who 
was told by the doctors that his nine-year-old daughter would not spend the night; she was 
in hospital. And he took a bus and travelled seventy kilometres to the Shrine of Our Lady. 
It was closed and, clinging to the gate, spent the whole night praying: “Lord, save her! 
Lord, give her life!” He prayed to Our Lady, all night long, crying out to God, crying from 
his heart. Then in the morning, when he returned to the hospital, he found his wife 
weeping. And he thought: “She is dead”. And his wife said: “No-one understands, no-one 
understands, the doctors say it’s a strange thing, she seems to have healed”. The cry of that 
man who asked for everything was heard by the Lord who had given him everything. This 
is not a story: I saw this myself. Do we have this courage in prayer? To the One who can 
give us everything, let us ask everything, with a genuine, insistent and courageous faith. 
And may Our Lady, the prayerful Virgin, teach us to turn to God with all our heart, 
confident that He listens attentively to every prayer. 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact 
Bridget  085 2812985 from  Sunday 7th to Saturday 13th November, after 6pm.Details on 
the Parish website.You can also find information on https://bethany.ie   
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