
astonished at his behaviour, gathered together his words. The words of God were heard in our 
human tongue. St. Paul tells of the same experience, when he claims that Jesus is the image of 
God. “In the Gospel shines the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2.Cor.4:4).So we 
welcome the originality of Jesus Christ with joy. ‘The people that walked in darkness has seen 
a great light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.’ (Is.9.1).  
In Jesus, God shows himself to us. That was the testimony of the first generation of witnesses. 
This first generation had been through the drama and the trauma of the passion. Good Friday – 
Jesus was dead. Easter Sunday -  He who was dead is alive again; he is risen! The face of God 
is always turned to the world and shines out on the face of humankind. This is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
And so it gradually dawned on the first Christian community that they were not only to talk 
about Jesus and proclaim what he had done, but were more importantly, they were to be 
witnesses to their Lord who was alive within them. He is as it were the head of the body. If 
Jesus had not loved, how would anyone have understood the way God loves? And if the Body 
of Christ does not reflect the riches which it has received from its Lord, how can humankind 
come to know the face of a loving God? (taken from the book How to Understand the 
Sacraments by Philippe Beguerie and Claude Duchusneau)    
                                                                                          Fr. Michael Carey Adm. 
Mass Intentions for this coming week: St Colmcille’s:    
Mon 8.00am Health Intention 
Mon 10.00am  Michael Kilbride  Sat 6.30 pm Tom Comber 
Tues 8.00am  Molly Halthon 
Tues 10.00am Kate & Pat Kinsella  Sun 8.30am Tommy Mongey  
Wed 8.00am  Billy Monks   Sun 10.00am Patricia Hennelly 
Wed 10.00am Desmond McGee    Sun 11.30 am John Harvey    
Thurs 8.00 am Paddy Clare     
Thurs 10.00am Colm Wynne                 
Fri 8.00 Masie Carton   Sun 7.30pm Phyllis & Peter Gargan  
Fri 10.00am Willie Rooney 
Sat 10.00 am Mary Traynor 

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Brian Deignan    Rush 
Rosanna Wheeler   Santry !
Church of the Visitation Drynam                 The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri:9.20am. Sun, 10.00am 11.00am 
(Irish)& 12 noon 
On Tuesday 14th October, Drynam Pastoral Team members will attend a celebration in  
Laurel Lodge Parish, Castleknock at 7:30PM, to mark 10 years since Archbishop Diarmuid 
Martin established Parish Pastoral Councils in the Dublin Archdiocese. All former members of 
the Drynam Team are also cordially invited. 

 !
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:  
Ruby Marie Yates, Caitlin Margarita Tierney, Ciane,  
Salema Alanna McMahon Donohoe, Leah Lisa McAllister 

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes at Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jesus Christ, the First Sacrament 

 “If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But 
with you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel” !

Newsletter Sunday 12th October 2014 
I am reading a book about the Sacraments. Don’t worry I’m not going to run of seven 
consecutive newsletters on the Seven Sacraments. The first chapter is called, “Jesus 
Christ, the First Sacrament”, and this is about the fact that to have seen Jesus is to have 
seen God. “Philip… to have seen me is to have seen the Father” (Jn.14:9)) !
In this first chapter, the authors pose three questions which are still relevant today and 
still asked, maybe in a different way but still asked. !

•	
 Do we need Jesus Christ in order to reach God? 
•	
 Do we need the church in order to reach Jesus Christ? 
•	
 Do we need the sacraments in order to be a Christian community? !

The authors say that these three questions are of a kind. We all know men and women 
who are deeply religious, sometimes true mystics, and yet not Christians. However, 
John, the Evangelist records these words of Jesus: ‘no one comes to the Father but by 
me’ (Jn.14:6). If it does not seem right to us to restrict the number of those who are 
truly travelling towards God to those who know Jesus, how are we to understand the 
words of Jesus? 
Others recognise Jesus as a way, but nevertheless do not join one of the Christian 
churches. Still others call themselves Catholics, but are not ‘practising’. So, of what use 
is the church? 
Each of these questions is linked to a more basic one: can we know God directly, go 
straight to him? Must I accept a mediator, that is to say an intermediary (a go between), 
i.e. Christ, the church, the community, between myself and God? 
When we say that Jesus is a ‘sacrament’, we begin to discover the role that he plays to 
show us the way to God. 
When we say that the church is a ‘sacrament’ we are also affirming that it is carrying 
out the missionary work of Jesus Christ. 
When Christians live out the sacraments, they in their turn become signs of the meeting 
between God and humankind. !
Do we need Jesus Christ in order to reach God? 
God came to reveal himself to human beings. This is the originality of Jesus Christ. The 
Word became flesh, the face of God took on human form. Jesus of Nazareth, a human 
being like us, lived in the midst of his own. The disciples searched his face, were 

!
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN !
  Antiphon – “The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the 

Lord lack no blessing.”  
Diary for 2015 
I am delighted to announce that the diary for the coming year 2015 Mass 
Intentions is open from Monday 13th October. Please read note on Mass 
Intentions further down in the newsletter. 
Do This in Memory 
Next weekend  the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Vigil Mass and 
the 10.00am Sunday Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the 
Sacrament of First Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and praying with them 
After Mass 
It would be a great help if the missalettes could be put back in the trays on the table after Mass 
or left on the edge of the seat. It looks awful when people coming into the next Mass see leaflets 
scattered throughout the Church. Also please take the newsletter home with you, even if you 
have read it. Maybe someone at home might be interested. We do print off enough of them. 
THANK YOU. 
Altar List of the Dead 
These lists are now available at the back of the Church. if you can help with the distribution it 
would be much appreciated. The new lists will be placed in front of the altar on Sunday 2nd 
November – The Feast of All Souls !
  A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE We have lost paradise but have received heaven, and therefore 
the gain is greater than the loss – St. John Chrysostom (349-407) Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church  

!
Mass Intentions 
We have enough Masses this coming year to hold onto the principal of ONLY ONE 
INTENTION ALLOWED PER MASS, whether that is a weekday or a weekend. This I believe 
is a good practice, which I hope parishioners will accept, so long as the Parish celebrates the 
number of Masses that it does. There is one exception. 
The Only Exception 
A month’s Mind Mass or a 1st Anniversary Mass can ‘double up’ with an already existing 
intention (not the other way around) Under Canon law, a priest can only accept one offering per 
Mass – so, if more than one offering is received, the other will go to Parish finances. Mass 
intentions are important to families and the Sacristan will do her best to facilitate your wish but 
if the desired date and time is already booked please respect that situation and accept an 
alternate date. Suggested MASS OFFERING IS €15  !
The Liturgy group will meet on Thursday next 16th October at 7.30pm in the 

Parochial House !

!
Mission Sunday 
Next Sunday 19th October is World Mission Sunday. There will be a special collection at Mass 
replacing the usual Share collection. “Today vast numbers of people still do not know Jesus 
Christ. For this reason, the mission continues to be most urgent. All the members of the Church 
are called to participate in this mission, for the Church is missionary by her very nature: she was 
born ‘to go forth’” – Pope Francis !
Feasts this Week 
St. Teresa of Avila, virgin and doctor of the Church – Wednesday 15th October 1515-82, 
deeply contemplative, highly active and practical, established Carmelite convents under a 
reformed rule, helped by St. John of the Cross. She wrote much on prayer and the spiritual life. 
Patron of lacemakers and headache sufferers. 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque – Thursday 16th October. 1647-90. She joined the Order of the 
Visitation at Paray-le-Monial. A visionary and ascetic, revived devotion the the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, and was exemplary in her patience and trust. 
St. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr – Friday 17th October. Martyred in Rome 
(possibly at the Colosseum) about 107AD. He urged Christians to unity in and through the 
Eucharist and around their local bishop. 
St. Luke, Evangelist – Saturday 18th October. He was a physician 
from a Gentile Christian milieu. He was with St. Paul on his second 
missionary journey and during his imprisonment in Rome. After Paul’s 
death he is reputed to have worked in Greece. He wrote a gospel and the 
Acts of the Apostles. In art, he is represented by an ox. Patron of 
butchers, bookbinders, doctors, surgeons, artists and glassworkers.  !
The Bethany Bereavement Support Group will meet in the Parochial House, Seatown Road 
on Monday 13th October at 7.30pm.  For further information contact Mary 8402652, or Bríd 
086 606397 after 6pm. Open to all Fingal residents !
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In the parables of Jesus, wedding feasts are mentioned from time to time. The original parable 
may have ended with the words invite everyone you can find to the wedding. The detail of the 
troop –highly unlikely as an actual part of a wedding invitation(!) – realistically portrays the 
later destruction of Jerusalem, which Christians looked back upon as punishment precisely for 
that rejection. The end is difficult for us today on a spiritual level. However, it is meant to 
provoke conversion in a possibly complacent Church. 
Prayer - Lord, we know that you love us and invite us to the wedding feast of the Lamb. Help 
us to respond to your love that we may be followers of your Son not only in name but also in 
fact. 

!
The Monthly Collection for the Local Conference of St. Vincent de Paul will 

be taken up after all Masses this weekend, in St. Colmcille’s Church


