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St Matthew said, ‘Whoever would be great among you must be your servant.’ Diakonia, or
service, is central to Christian teaching, as we are called, living out the example of Jesus, to
serve one another. We can be overly concerned with our private property, that is to say, the
idea of ownership. Just think about how you feel when a sibling, parent or guardian tries to
enter your room, or take your phone. While we do have the right to private property, we
have to view this right in the context of what is in the best interests of others. In his letter,
Pope Francis states clearly that the right to private property comes with a ‘social mortgage’.
He teaches us that we must focus on the common good in our common home as the
common good is at the heart of sharing. Sharing with others, even during difficult times,
makes things a little more manageable. In our large cities people can feel overcome by the
pace of modern life, people can become isolated and separated from creation, but this can be
overcome by developing meaningful relationships with others through sharing our common
home. The first place we learn to share our common home and develop these close and
warm relationships is in the family. The family is the ‘basic cell of society’. With this in
mind, think about a family, either real or on television, that is warm, inviting and loving.
This is what the term ‘common home’ means: our family. This is ‘one world’ with a
‘common plan’. (Resource Material for Catholic Schools Week 2017) Fr. Michael Carey
Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Eleanor Thomas Greany
Mon 10.00am Margaret Comber
Tues 8.00am Margaret Comber
Tues 10.00am Stehen Lucey
Wed 8.00am Caroline Sherlock
Wed 10.00 Audrey Harkin Mullen
Thurs 8.00am Daniel Burke
Thurs 100.00am Hoare Family
Fri 8.00am Margaret Comber
Fri 10.00am Audrey Quinn

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Sat 10.00am Jacqueline Monaghan
Sat 6.30pm Frank King
Christina Kealy (MM)
Sun 8.30am June Cantwell
Sun 11.00am Mary & Anthony Kelly
Sun 6.30pm Richard & Eva Kearns
Helen Gibson (MM)

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon ,Mon & Tues 9.20am
All welcome to join us today after Mass for a cup of tea or coffee. We will have a Drynam Pastoral
Team meeting tomorrow at 8PM and a Fundraising Committee meeting on Tuesday at 8PM..
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RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Bernadette Farrell
Castlegrange Ave
Maureen Brennan
East Wall
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Let your light shine
The most important thing about each of us is our capacity for goodness. We can be a source
of light. We have hands that can care, eyes that can see, ears than can hear, tongues that can
speak, feet that can walk, and about all hearts that can love. Unfortunately, through laziness,
selfishness, and cowardice, our light can be dimmed, so that we become shadows of the
people we could be. Lord, help us to believe in our own goodness, and to let the light of that
goodness shine. On seeing this light, others find their way, and you will be glorified.
(Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB)
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948.
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

45th Sunday in Ordinary Time

CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME-part 2

“O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who made us

Newsletter Sunday 5th February 2017
Continued from last week…There is a great lack of empathy among people. Equally, there is
little forward thinking when it comes to using our natural resources. We care about the here
and now: sometimes we only care about ourselves. We live in a world where ‘I’ is more
important than ‘We’. And yet, Pope Francis offers us a solution. If we develop this
‘common awareness’, it would ‘enable the development of new convictions, attitudes and
forms of life’. It is our duty to care for the world around us, and to care for one another. We
are called to a ‘conversion’ – a change of attitude – ‘metanoia’. We need to refocus our
priorities and put them facing the right way, towards a shared vision of respect, hope and
love. ‘Let ours be a time to be remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life,
the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, the quickening of the struggle for justice and
peace, and the joyful celebration of life.’ Let us strive to care for our common home.
In his letter, Pope Francis talks about ‘intergenerational solidarity’. Put in a simpler way, he
asks, ‘What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to children who
are now growing up?’ He also believes that we must think about the generations alive right
now. Many people today are suffering and poor. One of the greatest injustices in the world is
the lack of clean water. Women and girls can spend up to four hours a day drawing water in
the developing world. This is time that could be spent by girls in classrooms receiving an
education. In contrast, last year Irish people spent €76.5 million on bottled water, most of it
unnecessarily. It takes nearly one thousand years for a plastic bottle to biodegrade. Do we
take water for granted? Lord, help us to be grateful for water, so that we do not waste it or
cause the environment to become ever more clogged with plastic. Help us to build a cleaner,
fairer world.
In the Book of Genesis, we are told that God made us ‘stewards’ over creation. Therefore, it
is our responsibility to care for our common home and protect it. This means that we do not
have the right to exploit the world – or human beings. Every living thing has a purpose – a
value. ‘Each creature reflects something of God and has a message to convey to us.’ By
virtue of our creation, we have an obligation to care for our common home. Pope Francis
assures us that ‘humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common
home’. This is not simply about every human being’s relationship with the world; it is also
about every human being’s relationship with the poor. This letter, ‘Laudato Si’, reflects
Pope Francis’ understanding that the term ‘our common home’ not only relates to our
relationship with the world around us, but also to our relationship with each other. He
describes us as an ‘interdependent’ world. ‘Human beings, while capable of the worst, are
also capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is good, and making a new
start … we are able to take an honest look at ourselves, to acknowledge our deep
dissatisfaction, and to embark on new paths to authentic freedom. No system can
completely suppress our openness to what is good, true and beautiful, or our God-given
ability to respond to his grace at work deep in our hearts. ’ Protecting our common home
gives us a sense of ‘feeling at home’ – a feeling of family.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

Antiphon - Let them thank the Lord for his mercy

RCIA – Rite of Christian initiation of Adults
Three candidates (Iutina Amulia; Raven Amulia and Lucas Abidoye) for the Easter
sacraments are this Sunday going through the Rite of Acceptance into the order of
catechumens. At this stage the candidates have the beginnings of the spiritual life and the
fundamentals of Christian teaching have taken root. They are declaring their intention to
the Church and the Church in turn, carrying out its apostolic mission, accepts them as
persons who intend to become its members

Do This in Memory
Next weekend the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Saturday
Vigil Mass and the 6.30pm Sunday evening Mass as part of their Parish based preparation
programme for the Sacrament of First Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and
praying with them.

First Penance
This week is a special week for the girls and boys of our Parish Schools as they celebrate
their First Penance. St. Colmcille’s GNS will celebrate this Sacrament on Monday 6th
February at 7.30pm and St. Colmcille’s BNS will celebrate this Sacrament on Tuesday 7th
February at 7.30pm. I thank the teachers for the preparatory work that they are undertaking
and the parents for presenting their children for this Sacrament. It will two lovely evenings
and a wonderful week in the life of our Parish in 2017.

Funeral Ministry Team
The Christian community since the earliest times has accompanied people through
providing a ritual framework within which a funeral takes place. These rites are acts of
public worship at which a number of elements are involved. God is praised; The
Resurrection of Jesus is proclaimed; The Hope of being gathered together again in God’s
Kingdom; Prayers are offered for the soul of the deceased person; Their body is honoured;
The bereaved are consoled.
The archdiocese has introduced a new Funeral Ministry document, which takes into account
the changing reality of Irish society today. This fresh look considers the ageing population
which can be concentrated in certain parishes or groupings. It looks to the future when the
lay faithful will be more centrally involved in carrying out this ministry in our parishes. Our
parish of Swords has taken this on board and has a new Funeral Ministry Team in its
beginning stages. It is an exciting journey, please keep the team in your prayers and offer
words of encouragement and support. God is not the God of the dead but of the living; for
in him all are alive.
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St. Vincent de Paul
The outdoor monthly collection for the VdP, will be taken up next weekend at all Masses
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Parish Mass of healing and Anointing for the sick
February 11th, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is when the Church celebrates the ‘World
Day of the Sick’. On Saturday 11th February at 11am the Parish will celebrate the
Sacrament of the Sick in St. Colmcille’s. All parishioners are welcome. It is an ideal
opportunity to reach out to a housebound neighbour or a neighbour who has no means of
transport and bring them to the church for this celebration.
‘The World Day of the Sick’.is a call once again to all, to see in the face of their brother or
sister who is sick the face of Christ who, suffering, dying and rising, brought salvation to
humanity.’ Blessed John Paul II There will be no 10.00am Mass this Saturday Morning
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
We can easily see how Jesus should be the light of the world. Even though the words are
familiar, we are perhaps unaccustomed to reflecting on ourselves as the light of the world
and salt of the earth. This is an act of profound trust in us by God. Jesus has faith in us to be
bearers of his Good News in our time. How are we to be that? Not
first by our words or even by our deeds. We are the light and salt on account of who we are
as disciples. As the Gospel text puts it, a city built on a hilltop cannot be hidden. We cannot
help being seen as his disciples, for that is who we are.
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Prayer - Jesus, we believe that you are the light of the world and that you call us to bear
your light to the world. Help us to be authentic disciples of yours, not drawing attention to
ourselves, but to you, the source of our light and life. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal)

B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE

B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life partner,
through Death, Separation or Divorce. Few people are able to cope alone with
the pain of loss. Do you find that you need more support than family and friends
can provide? Seeking help is a sign of strength and self-knowledge – not
weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps to resolve the grief that goes
with the end of a marriage or relationship. Coping effectively with bereavement
is a skill we can all learn. A team, who are themselves widowed, separated or
divorced share their experiences with you.
Next Coping Programme will commence on Wednesday 8th February 2017 for 7
Wednesday evenings, at 7.15pm in White Friars Community Centre, Aungier
St. ,Dublin 2 For further information phone 086 0877379 or email bedublin@gmail.com.
www.beginningexperience.ie

!

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding its next monthly

Property and Finance Committee
This Committee will meet on Tuesday 7th February at 2.30pm
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Parent Evening on Wednesday 15th of February from 19:30 to 21:00 in B.A.S.E
Brackenstown Road, Swords, Co. Dublin. This event is open to all bereaved parents
regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether the death
was recent or not.

