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Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a
wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each of his creatures and
which also unites us in fond affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother river and
mother earth.’ He presents uswith a challenge. We all know that the environment is in crisis,
so how will this generation answer the call to care for our common home? Lord, help us to
be mindful of how we treat this fragile planet you have given us as our beautiful home.
We live in a world fuelled by consumerism; a world of constantly wanting more and gaining
little happiness from what we have. In fact, in his Christmas homily in 2015, Pope Francis
stated that we are ‘drunk with consumerism, appearance and extravagance’. Our priorities
are facing the wrong way. In this letter, Pope Francis goes on to say that ‘we lack an
awareness of our common origin, of our mutual belonging and of a future to be shared with
everyone’”. To be continued next week
Fr. Michael Carey
Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Noreen O’Shea
Mon 10.00am Richard Dillon
Tues 8.00am Kathleen Phelan
Tues 10.00am Special Intention
Wed 8.00am Catherine Buckley
Wed 10.00 Paul McVey
Thurs 8.00am Declan Morris
Thurs 100.00am Kate & Pat Kinsella &
Hugh & Molly Fields
Fri 8.00am Altar List of the Dead
Fri 10.00am Altar List of the Dead

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Sat 10.00am Peter Carberry
Sat 6.30pm James Rooney
Sun 8.30am Molly & Paddy O’Keefe &
Jacqueline Monaghan
Sun 11.00am Elizabeth Ivors
Sun 6.30pm Imelda McNeill

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon ,Mon & Tues 9.20am
Weekday Masses will resume on Monday and Tuesday this week at 9:20AM.

RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Theresa McEntaggart
Baskin, Cloghran
Peggy Ferris
Newtown Cottages, Balheary
Margaret Graham
Greenwood, Cloghran
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The Presentation of the Lord
!

Our Gospel today describes two very old people – Simeon and Anna – who are very
attractive in their old age. They have lived prayerful lives of faith and, in particular, of hope
and expectation. Being wise, they are people of discernment and they recognise the moment
of grace, the coming of the Messiah. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be like them in old age?
The secret is to be now what we hope to be then. If we wish to be serene, wise, discerning,
full of faith – then now is the time: See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of
salvation! (2 Cor 6:2).
Prayer - Abba, Father, God of all time, you call us to become your children. Send your
Holy Spirit into our hearts that we may live our faith serenely in the present moment and
give us grace to recognise the time of your appearing. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal)
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948.
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com
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4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
“Save us, O Lord our God!”
Newsletter Sunday 29th January 2017

This week begins Catholic Schools Week (CSW) and the resources provided by the
Education Secretariat of the Archdiocese are good and some of the thoughts, ideas and
comments are worth sharing in a newsletter. The theme this year for CSW is ‘Learning with
Pope Francis to care for our Common Home’
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“As we close the door on the Year of Mercy, we are now being called into action to care for
our world and to care for each other. The Church reminds us that we have a duty of care to
the world and everything in it, for ‘she must above all protect mankind from selfdestruction’. Pope Francis facilitates the type of learning that reminds us that we can change
the world by changing our ways through receiving a good education. For Pope Francis, a
good education begins in the home. It is within our families that we learn to respect human
life and the world: ‘In the face of the so-called culture of death, the family is the heart of the
culture of life.’ In the name of the Father, by the example of Jesus and through the ongoing
presence of the Holy Spirit, we continue to encounter God in our world, not just through the
people we meet, but also through the physical world.
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In a homily delivered many years ago, we heard the following phrase: ‘Our world is hurting
to be loved.’ We are stewards of creation, and, therefore, it is our job to be aware of the
many issues that damage our world: pollution, climate change, drought, loss of biodiversity
and the reducing respect for the dignity of all of God’s creation. This does not mean that we
merely research such issues and make empty statements about how they are unjust. Rather,’
Laudato Si’ (‘May You be praised’ – Papal encyclical issued in 2015) calls us to act on this
injustice by teaching us to see the world, every living thing and all of our fellow human
beings differently. We learn to see and to feel the ways in which we are intimately
connected to creation. Pope Francis teaches us to see things differently so that we can learn
to act differently. The challenge for all of us is to ‘examine our lifestyles’ by asking
ourselves: Are my actions impacting on existing environmental issues? Am I resolved to
making the world a better place for the next generation? Am I aware that people in the
developing countries are suffering because of the actions and attitudes of the first world and
that the world is, in fact, a common home for all? Can I improve my personal actions for the
common good? These questions create space for dialogue on the issue of sustainability,
which is far-reaching.
Pope Francis took his name from St Francis of Assisi, because St Francis was known as
someone who tried to bring peace, who cared for creation, and who loved the poor. In his
letter on creation, ‘Laudato Si’, Pope Francis asks us to look at the earth as our common
home, and everything in it as our brothers and sisters. In the letter he says, ‘
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

Antiphon - Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven

Catholic Schools Week (CSW)
This Sunday 29th January begins Catholic Schools Week. CSW is an All-Ireland
event celebrated in all Catholic Primary and Secondary Schools. The purpose of the week is
to highlight and celebrate the wonderful contribution that Catholic Schools make to our
local communities and society in general; this year’s theme is ‘CATHOLIC SCHOOLS –
Learning with Pope Francis to Care for our Common Home. During the coming week,
we invite you to join us in celebrating the contribution that our Catholic schools (St.
Colmcille’s GNS and St. Colmcille’s BNS and Scoil an Duinninigh) make to the life of the
faith community here in our parish

Feast of St. Blaise
Throats will be blessed at the 8am and 10am Mass this Friday 3rd
February to mark the Feast of St. Blaise.

World day for Consecrated Life
In 1997 Saint Pope John Paul instituted a day of prayer for women and
men in consecrated life. This celebration is attached to the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd. Please pray for all those who have made
commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on their special day – We
thank and pray especially for Srs. Margaret and Mary and Winnie and of course Sr. Patrick
and the Christian Brothers in Emmaus. May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and
respond generously to God's gift of their vocation.
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Parish Mass of healing and Anointing for the sick
February 11th, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is when the Church celebrates the ‘World
Day of the Sick’. On Saturday 11th February at 11am the Parish will celebrate the
Sacrament of the Sick in St. Colmcille’s. All parishioners are welcome. It is an ideal
opportunity to reach out to a housebound neighbour or a neighbour who has no means of
transport and bring them to the church for this celebration.
‘The World Day of the Sick’.is a call once again to all, to see in the face of their brother or
sister who is sick the face of Christ who, suffering, dying and rising, brought salvation to
humanity.’ Blessed John Paul II There will be no 10.00am Mass this Saturday Morning
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:

Séan Tony Stirling, Ruairí John O’Driscoll, Jack Matthew Lowndes,
Charlie Gerard Meenaghan Clarke, Callum Denis Hennessy
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Enrolment St. Colmcille’s Boy’s School.

Application forms for enrolment for boys starting school in September 2017 are available
from the school, 9.00am –4.00pm daily. Completed forms must be returned by January
31st
Baptismal & Birth Certificate must accompany all forms
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group
Help is at hand. Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those grieving
after the loss of a loved one. This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet on the
second and last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parochial House,
Seatown Road - Next Meeting 29th January 2017 For further information please 'phone
Mary 8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m.
Open to all Fingal Residents - You are most welcome to attend.
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The Bible’s Most Important People
Nicodemus – A member of the Jewish Sanhedrin who came to Jesus by night to question
Him about His miracles. Jesus told Nicodemus he had to be born again. When the Pharisees
wanted to arrest Jesus, Nicodemus stood up for Him. He provided the spices with which
Jesus’ body was wrapped after His death.
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The family of the late Peter McQuillan Snr would like to express their sincere thanks to
everyone for their kind expressions of sympathy and support during their time of loss.
Special thanks to carers, doctors and nurses. Mass will be offered for your intentions
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Saints this coming week
Bl. Margaret Ball and Francis Taylor, martyrs - Monday 30th January
Bl Margaret Ball was imprisoned for teaching Catholicism, harbouring priests and having
Mass celebrated in her home. The harsh conditions of Dublin Castle wore down this old
lady of gentle birth, and she died there in 1584. Bl. Francis Taylor was born in Swords,
Co Dublin, circa 1550. He was elected Dublin's mayor in 1595. Later he was imprisoned for
his Catholic faith, and died on 29 January 1621, after seven years of refusing to accept his
freedom by giving up his religion. Blessed John Paul II beatified Francis Taylor on 27
September 1992.
St. Brigid, Abbess, Secondary Patron of Ireland – Wednesday 1st February. Known as
‘the Mary of the Gael’, St Brigid is renowned for her hospitality, almsgiving and care of the
sick. She was born c. 454. When she was young her father wished to make a very suitable
marriage for her but she insisted in consecrating her virginity to God. She received the veil
and spiritual formation probably from St. Mel and stayed for a period under his direction in
Ardagh. Others followed her example and this led her to found a double monastery in
Kildare with the assistance of Bishop Conleth. She died in 524 and her cult is widespread
not only throughput Ireland but in several European lands. The St. Brigid’s Cross, in legend
used by Brigid to explain the Christian faith, remains a popular sign of God’s protection
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord – Thursday 2nd February, This feast is a
remembrance of the Lord and Mary, his Mother. With candles in their hands, the people go
out to meet the Lord and to acclaim him with Simeon, who recognized Christ as ‘a light to
reveal God to the nations’
St Blaise, Bishop and martyr - Friday 3rd February died 315. Bishop of Sebaste,
martyred in Armenia. Tradition states that he was a physician before becoming a bishop.
Since the 8th century he has been venerated as the patron of those who suffer from disease of
the throat.

