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   How can the Son of God die?   How can the God of goodness and of love and of life 

be revealed through a Jesus who allows himself to be handed into hands of the powers of 
darkness so that he would die the death of a criminal.  That fact of history changes history and 
the definition of what is victorious in history. The death of Jesus shows how the power of love 
can conquer even the deepest darkness. 
The resurrection changes human history and it changes all our understating of who Jesus is.  
Had Jesus remained dead, we would be talking – to use the phrase of Pope Benedict – about a 
Jesus who was, but our faith is in a Jesus who is….. 
  The fact that Jesus is and remains not just an interesting figure of past history changes 
our understanding of him.  Had he simply died he would certainly still have remained an 
interesting figure about whom we could talk and discuss and find a range of human wisdom in 
his teaching which could guide our lives.  But that would not be faith and it would never lead us 
to understand who Jesus is.  Jesus is not just a master of human wisdom.  He is the one who 
through his death and resurrection has opened up the path to sonship with him in the triune God. 
Continued next week      Fr. Michael Carey  
Mass Intentions for this coming week: St Colmcille’s:    
Mon 8.00am People of the Parish  Sat 10.00am Special Intention 
Mon  10.00am Michael & Sheila Golden   
  Ellen Horsefield               Sat 6.30pm Albert Bissett 
Tue 8.00 am Health Intention  
Tues 10.00 Thomas Maher   Sun 8.30am John Fitzsimons 
Wed 8.00am Agnes Maxwell   Sun 11.00am Margaret & John Melia & Family 
Wed 10.00am Jack , Catherine & Judy Howard        John Collins 
Thurs 8.00 May & Paddy  Leonard         Muriel Harford 
Thurs 10.00am Dec members of  Dillon Family  Sun 6.30pm Nuala Collier 
Fri 8.00am Bridget Condon 
Fri 10.00am Marion Browne       !
Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Mon & Fri:9.20am. Sun, 10.00am11.00am (Irish)& 12 noon 
Renata is organising a meeting next week (16th April) for a committee of the parents of 
Catholic children in Holywell Educate Together School. The purpose is to plan for 
 the extension catholic religious teaching to all classes in the school. !

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Kathleen Travers   Ashley Ave !
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Ellen Catherine McNally Quann, Keegan Greg Byrne !
St Finian’s Church, Rivervalley -HEALING SERVICE 
An evening of  prayer and healing including Mass will be held in St. Finians Church, 
Rivervalley on Friday 17th April at 7p.m. Led by Eddie Stones !

!!
 
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

Second Sunday of Easter – Divine Mercy 
What do we understand by Resurrection? 

 “Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God” 
Newsletter Sunday 12th April 2015 

  
The Archbishop’s Easter Homily goes some way towards answering the 

question: What do we understand by Resurrection? Over the next two Sundays I 
will print the text of his homily. !

“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain”.  
Saint Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians, reminds us so clearly that the Resurrection of 
Jesus is the central point of our faith.    

As we celebrate Easter, each of us must ask ourselves is the resurrection really the 
central focus of our own faith?  What do we understand by ‘resurrection’?  Resurrection is not 
easy to understand.  You will recall the Gospel narrative of the Transfiguration.  Jesus for an 
instant appeared not in his earthly form but in a different way, surrounded by symbols of 
biblical history, in conversation with God the Father and in the presence of the Holy Spirit.  The 
disciples who were with him were stunned by that experience and clearly could not fully 
understand it. 
You can imagine the urge they had to tell the other disciples something of what they had 
witnessed, but Jesus tells them not to speak of this event until after he had “risen from the 
dead”.  But they were even more confused and asked what Jesus could have possibly have 
meant when he spoke of “rising from the dead”.  Resurrection is not easy for us humans to 
understand. 
Resurrection baffles human understanding.  Jesus’ references to his resurrection were 
consistently misunderstood by both his disciples and his enemies.  Many thought they he was 
speaking about a destruction of the Temple which he was claiming he would restore after three 
days, something which was absurd and was easily exploited by his accusers to claim that he was 
a blasphemer or an imposter or false prophet. 

Resurrection baffles human understanding.  The resurrection of Jesus is something 
different from other examples of people who had been called from the dead, such as Lazarus or 
the daughter of Jairos.  They returned to life as their life had originally been and eventually died 
definitively. 

Jesus did not rise to the same way of life.  His appearances show that the life he 
attained after the resurrection was something different.  Jesus’ resurrection was rising into a new 
life, no longer subject to death.  The resurrection is impossible to understand in our human 
categories, precisely because it radically changes human categories and changes human history. 
Resurrection is not simply something that happened to Jesus at a single moment in history.   
Resurrection changes history and opens a new future for all humanity 

Even those disciples who had encountered the Risen Lord needed time to come to a 
full understanding of this new reality.   The mystery of Christ’s death which we have celebrated 
in these days is also one which defies our human categories.  

!
!

http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

  Antiphon – “Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be 
unbelieving but believing, alleluia ” 

Open Night  
This Thursday 16th April we have the Open Night in the Parochial House and I thank 
all involved in the preparation for this evening especially the Parish Pastoral Council, 
Bernadette Marks, The Parish Choir, The Folk Group and the Drynam Folk Group. Again I 
invite you to drop in between 7.00pm and 9.00pm and have a look around. The only caveat is 
that there is no parking in the house grounds so please avail of on-street parking. An outline of 
the evening is as follows: 
7.20pm  Talk on the history of the Parochial House  

by Bernadette Marks (about 10 mins) 
7.40pm   Music and Song from the Parish Choir  
8.00pm   Repeat of talk as above 
8.20pm  Music and song by folk group 
8.40pm  Repeat of talk as above 
8.55pm  Music and song by the Drynam Choir 
A Busy April 
Not only do we have the Open Night but we are moving into the ‘Confirmation Season’. Our 
Parish Schools will be regularly in the Church preparing for their big day. The boys from St. 
Colmcille’s BNS will receive the Sacrament on Thursday April 23rd at 11.00am and the girls 
from St. Colmcille’s GNS will receive the Sacrament on Wednesday 29th April also at 11.00am. 
On both days Bishop Raymond Field will confer the Sacrament 
Do This in Memory 
Next weekend  the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Saturday Vigil 
Mass and the 6.30pm Sunday Evening Mass as part of their Parish based preparation 
programme for the Sacrament of First Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and praying 
with them. 
Easter Dues 
A sincere thank you to all who have returned their Easter Dues envelopes. Your continued 
generosity is very much appreciated. If you did not receive an Easter Card from the Parish 
containing a dues envelope, there are some available at the back of the Church. If you are not a 
regular contributor to the Parish and would like to do so, please leave your name and contact 
details with myself or in Sacristy or Parish Office.   
Parish Holiday 
Now that Easter is over, you might consider our Holiday. Our Parish holiday is a lovely and safe 
way of travelling (especially if you are looking for someone/group to go with on holiday) and 
seeing a part of the world. Everything is organised to a very high standard. There are organised 
trips and time for people to do their ‘own thing’.  We have twelve people booked at the moment 
– why not consider it! 

!
A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE: How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised: if Christ has 
not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.…. 1 Cor 15:13-14 

!!
Graveyard 
Starting shortly and over the next few weeks repair work will be carried out on the embankment 
in the new section of the cemetery bordering Oaklands Park 
The contractors will be covering some of the grave surrounds for protection purposes.  This is 
essential work and I hope those with the affected graves will understand.  Obviously the utmost 
care and attention will be taken !
Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)	

Eastertide extends from the Easter Vigil until Pentecost and during it the Paschal or Easter 
candle is lit. It is intended to be a symbol of the risen Lord among his people. His presence is 
light, shedding this light on the meaning of life. The candle is an invitation to those who seek 
this light in their lives to search the Scriptures, especially the Gospels, if they wish to embrace 
the teaching of Jesus found there. !

Parish Tour to Poland - Based in Krakow 
Monday 29th  June – Saturday 4th  July 2015 

Krakow largely escaped wartime damage, and remains one of Eastern Europe’s most 
architecturally beautiful cities  The Old Town centre round the Grand Market Square, is full of 
fine buildings including the twin Towered Gothic St. Mary’s Church, the Cloth Hall and on the 
hill overlooking the Vistula River stands the Renaissance Cathedral and Wawel Castle. Our tour 
to Poland will give you a bird’s eye view of Pope John Paul’s home country and the Province 
where he was born and reared.  We will visit his hometown Wadowice and stay in Krakow 
where he spent his adult life before going to Rome.   We will make a pilgrimage to Auschwitz 
and remember all those who suffered or died there and also visit the shrine of St. Faustina. 
Accommodation:  Atrium Hotel 3*   www.hotelatrium.pl Centrally located in the Old Town 
and just a short walk from the Market Square. The hotel has a bar and restaurant serving local 
cuisine.                                       Price per person sharing:-  €725.00     
Price includes:*Return flights Dublin/Krakow*5 night’s accommodation, twin sharing on a 
bed and breakfast basis + 2 dinners* Guided walking tour of the medieval city * Day excursion 
to Wadowice – birthplace of Pope John Paul 11 * Visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau * Visit to the 
world famous Salt mines of Wieliczka 
Extras: Baggage fee (currently €50.00 – 15 kg)* Insurance: €28.00 (65 yrs+: double insurance 
premium applies)* Single room supplement: €30.00 per person per night (limited availability)                           
Deposit €250.00 per person – Book early!! 

  

St Finian’s Church, Rivervalley -HEALING SERVICE 
An evening of  prayer and healing including Mass will be held in St. Finians Church, 
Rivervalley on Friday 17th April at 7p.m. Led by Eddie Stones !
Feast of Divine Mercy  
Divine Mercy devotions will take place in St Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown on Sunday 12th 
April at 2.45pm, consisting of Chaplet of Divine Mercy, confessions, readings from St 
Faustina’s Diary, Adoration, Benediction & concluding with the usual 5.30pm evening Mass.

http://www.hotelatrium.pl

