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. We are each called to transfigure the darkness of sin, suffering and death with the 

light of Christ, and of his resurrection and his Spirit. This transfiguration was not limited to 
the mountain. The water too was changed to wine. The blind were restored to sight. The 
weak were made strong. Neither was this change limited to the earthly life of Jesus. 
Through the centuries, the body of Christ, his people, have been working transfiguration in 
the world around them, changing hate to love, violence to peace and egoism to 
communion. Trócaire does not limit its work to humanitarian response in times of disaster. 
Trócaire is busy building up God’s kingdom in ordinary communities and villages. This is 
done chiefly by promoting the equal dignity of women and people with special needs in 
response to gender based violence and exclusion. Communities are made responsible for 
their manner of working. Decisions are shared among men and women. The use of material 
and economic means is made more transparent in response to the culture of corruption. 
Education for young girls is a priority. These are the seeds of long-term change.  

Regardless of all the struggles of life in Sierra Leone, their prayer almost always 
begins with the words – “I thank the Lord …” So let us give thanks for the warm and 
resilient spirit of the people of Sierra Leone who are bowed but never broken. Let us give 
thanks for Trócaire which acts as a leaven in Sierra Leone, raising up the people to take 
charge of their own destiny. Let us give thanks for the generosity of generations of Irish 
people. Since famine times, we have been given the gift of hearts that are transfigured into 
compassion by the suffering of other people. As we reach out to help Kumba, her family 
and the countless other people supported by Trócaire, may we, like St. Francis, feel the 
embrace of Jesus from the cross. May we know as we support those in need that we are 
indeed consoling and transfiguring the sacred heart of our divine Lord. Amen. (Trocaire 
Lenten Resources for 2018).       Fr. Michael Carey 
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 8.00am Ann Boland                  Sat 10.00am Rose Howard  
Mon 10.00am Christopher Morgan 
Tues 8.00am  Johnny Bond                        Sat 6.30pm Richard & Eva Kearns                                      
Tues 10.00am Joseph Maguire                     
Wed 8.00am Special intention  Sun 8.30am Peter McQuillan 
Wed 10.00am Brendan O’Driscoll 
Thurs 8.00am Margaret O’Brien                   Sun 11.00 Jack & Nancy Doyle 
Thurs 10.00am Kevin Harford                               Dan & Sheila Doyle 
Fri 8.00am Altar List of the Dead                 Sun 6.30pm Gerard, Bernadette 
 Fri 10.00am Altar list of the Dead            & Imelda   Donnelly  
       

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
Next Sunday we will have an additional Mass at 12:15 for the Holywell National School children and 
families as part of the ‘Do This In Memory’ program. There will be a Cluster Meeting on Thursday 
1st March in Brackenstown at 7:30. 

!
World Day of Prayer 2018 
Every year on or near the 1st Friday in March, Christians around the world (Catholics, 
Protestants, Orthodox , Evangelical) of all ages (women, men, young people and children), 
gather in small groups and large congregations, using the same basic form of worship, 
written  by women of a different country each year, on a theme chosen by the World Day of 
Prayer International Committee. This year the theme is “All God’s Creation is very 
Good”. The venue for our area is St. Columbas’s Church of Ireland. And the Liturgy will 
take place on Friday 2nd March at 8.00pm. All are welcome so please do come along! !
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com                

2nd Sunday of Lent 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 

“It is your face, O Lord, that I seek: hide not your 
face from me” 

Newsletter Sunday 25th February 2018 !
Continuing the Trocaire reflection for Lent, Fr. Vincent Stapleton, Thurles 

Parish and who travelled with Trócaire to Sierra Leone in November 2017 has the 
following to say on this 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Mount Tabor in the Holy land, is the place according to tradition, where Jesus was 
transfigured in the presence of Peter, James and John as we have just heard in the gospel. 
At the top of this high mountain, towering over the plains and valleys below, a beautiful 
church now stands. Having climbed on foot or chicaning up the steep mountain path by car 
or bus, you come to a final strait which leads to the church. On the side of that path is a 
crucifix with a difference. Jesus is hanging from the cross alright – but only his left hand is 
nailed to the beam. The other hand is free, and he is bending down to embrace St. Francis 
of Assisi who is standing underneath him. This is a powerful image. We can either choose 
to carry our cross alone or we can share the burden with others. We can either carry our 
cross with hope or without hope.  

The life of the Koroma family of Freetown, Sierra Leone was plunged into 
darkness on the 14th of August 2017, when all they possessed and their very home, was 
carried away in the mudslide. They were lucky to escape with their lives. Some of their 
cousins and many neighbours were not so lucky. For their carefree and happy daughter, 
Kumba, a weight of darkness descended, and she became silent and passive as her family 
struggled to cope with grief and homelessness along with hundreds of others. Trócaire’s 
office in Sierra Leone responded immediately, both directly and by mobilizing local 
partners. They began by handing out dignity-kits which contained clothing, hygiene and 
other essentials that are necessary for those who have lost everything. An information kiosk 
set up by Trócaire close to the epi-centre of the mudslide, became a rally point for the 
families, to obtain support, information and advice. Kumba and her family are slowly 
rebuilding their lives together with their community. Our efforts in Ireland this lent will 
have a direct impact on these families, as Trócaire supports their efforts. But their 
knowledge that Ireland cares has already transfigured their future from one of shadows to 
one of hope. They are transfigured because they know that they are not carrying their cross 
alone.…. 

 Trócaire, embodied by its own dedicated staff and local partner groups, reaches 
out to these individuals. By relating to them with respect and compassion, they help the 
inner light to return to their faces. Through assistance and psycho-social counselling, 
Trócaire contributes to the long process of healing the soul. By reaching out to shake hands 
or embrace a person who has survived Ebola, we stand with St. Francis under the cross and 
embrace the person of Jesus.  

Today’s gospel provides a powerful image and blueprint for the mission of the 
Christian in today’s world !

http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  

Please… Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis 
Morning Prayer 
Next Saturday-3rd March, 1st Saturday of March, Mass will be celebrated at 10.00am 
followed by Confessions 
Do This in Memory 
Next weekend the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Saturday 
Vigil Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and praying with them  
Novena of Grace 
The Novena of Grace to St. Francis Xavier is from Sunday 4th March to Monday 12th 
March inclusive. The Novena Prayer will be prayed at all Masses. The first Novena of 
Grace of Francis Xavier, nine days of prayer, is said to have taken place in Goa, India, in 
1615, when a boy, crippled from birth, was cured. After Francis Xavier was named a Saint 
on 12th of March, 1622, the Novena of Grace grew in popularity around the world. It 
reached Ireland in 1712 when it was first celebrated in Mary’s Lane Chapel in St Michan’s 
Parish, Dublin. Grace can be seen as the power within us that gives us the strength to reach 
out to others in generosity, care and love. 'Grace' is a traditional term used in the Catholic 
Church for a favour or free gift from God. Christians often ask God for favours, or graces. 
In doing this we acknowledge that God is the giver of all gifts. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 
As Lent progresses, the shadow of the cross begins to loom. Even though the gospel 
narrates the account of the transfiguration of Jesus in glory it is in the light of his death and 
resurrection that this scene is to be viewed. The last sentence makes this clear. The 
obedience of Jesus is seen to be prefigured in that of Abraham who offered his only son, 
and through him his hope of descendants, to God when commanded 
to do so. God’s promise to Abraham subsequently is also seen to have been fulfilled in a 
manner beyond all expectation by his raising of Jesus from death. (Source: St. Paul’s 
Missal !

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Barbara Reid                                     Carlton Court 
Patricia Keane                                    (Formerly Church Road) 
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• Swords Grouping (PPC) The PPC’s of Swords, Drynam, Brackenstown and River 

Valley will meet next Thursday 1st March at 7.30pm in Brackenstwon Pastoral Centre. 
• Funeral Ministry Team.The Funeral Ministry Team will meet on Tuesday 6th 

March at 2.30pm in the Parochial House 
• The Bethany Bereavement Support Group will meet on Monday 26th 

February at 7.30 in the Parochial House, Seatown Toad.  All Fingal residents are 
welcome !

!!
World Meeting of Families 2018 
Please support the third National Collection for WMOF2018 which will be taken up in our 
parish THIS weekend - 24 & 25 February 2018.   
The following key moments make up the 9th World Meeting of Families:  

•	 A National Opening on Tuesday 21 August which will take 
place simultaneously in each of the dioceses of Ireland; 

•	 A three day congress from 22-24 August in the RDS, Dublin;  
•	 A Festival of Families on Saturday 25 August, comprising a 

reflective concert style event within a prayerful and joyful 
atmosphere, in which personal stories of faith will be shared by 
families from all continents;  

•	 A Closing Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 26 August with 
thousands of people from Ireland and across the world.  

!
World Meeting of Families 2018  
Pope Francis has chosen Ireland to host the World Meeting of Families in 2018 and we 
need your help!!! Volunteer, host a pilgrim or attend this once a lifetime historic event that 
is taking place from 21st to 26th August 2018. For more information please see our website 
www.worldmeeting2018.ie or email info@worldmeeting2018.ie or call 01 567 6800. 
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:  
Séan Jaxson Hoey, Jack James Mullen, Eli David Joseph Connell, Chloe Megan 
McQuillan, Aliya Eileen Fitzgerald 

!
Towards the Referendum on the 8th Amendment to the Constitution  
Choose Life 2018 is a weekly newsletter being published by the National Bishops 
Conference each week over these coming months. It promotes the Church’s position on 
unborn human life and encourages family discussion on this important subject. You will be 
able to read the whole text by logging into       www.dublindiocese.ie/choose-life-2018. The	
fourth	edi,on	is	on	that	website	now.	There	are	some	copies	on	the	table	at	the	back	of	
the	Church. 
Below	is	an	excerpt	from	issue	one.		
 “I think we really need to stand up and shed light on what we have in our Irish culture, 
which is a very deep  respect and love for all  our citizens whether  born or unborn.” Tracy 
Harkin, Co. Down. 
Does life begin at conception? Yes. But this is not just a question of belief – it's a 
scientific fact. At the moment of conception, a new, unique human being with his or her 
own DNA comes into existence. In recent years, amazing advances in ultrasound 
technology provide us with a window into the womb and reveal the truth that the unborn 
child is undeniably one of us – a human being and much more than ‘a clump of cells’. In 
the past, some people may have pleaded ignorance to the humanity of life in the womb but 
today we no longer have this excuse.  
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