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live each day. When we are generous, it is God’s gifts shining through us; when we respond 
to the needs of others, it is God’s mercy shining through us; when we are strong in face of 
wrong, it is God’s justice enacted through us. Our “success” as God’s children is drawn 
from and leads others to the greatness of God. Like Mary, our faithfulness will one day 
bring us to the completion of God’s Life within us, to the glory of the Son. (Source: Living 
Liturgy)       Fr Michael Carey 
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 8.00am Special Intention 
       Paddy Maloney       
Mon 10.00am Nuala Lynch   Sat 6.30pm Hilda & William Parker 
Tues 8.00am Peter & Joseph Rogers 
Tues 10.00am Joe Hatch    
Wed 8.00 Stephen O’Donohoe  Sun 8.30am Elizabeth O’Brien 
Wed 10.00 Patrick & Kathleen Deegan  Sun 11.00am Bridget & John Nulty 
Thurs 8.00am Frances & Brendan Kavanagh Sun 6.30pm Patrick & Delia Clarke   
Thurs 10.00am Special Intention     
Fri 8.00am Ellen Donovan  
Fri 10.00am Special Intention  

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am& 12 noon ,Mon & Tues 9.20am 
We continue to make progress in the planning phase for the new church. There will be a Fundraising 
Committee meeting tomorrow at 8PM. 

!
RECENTLY DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Marie Cleary   Cliffords Lane Drynam 
!
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In Luke’s gospel there is a unique portrayal of what it means to be a follower of the Way of 
Jesus. His term is ‘disciple’. The essential aspect of discipleship is ‘staying with’ Jesus 
especially on his final journey to Jerusalem 
Reflection  - In his account of the passion of Jesus, Luke’s picture of what it means to be a 
disciple is most clear. Jesus addresses his disciples as ‘you who have continued with me’. 
Luke is teaching his community, and by extension every Christian community throughout 
the ages, that to stay with Jesus is their primary calling.(Source: St. Paul’s Missal.) !
B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE 
B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life partner, through Death, 
Separation or Divorce. Few people are able to cope alone with the pain of loss. Do you find that you 
need more support than family and friends can provide? Seeking help is a sign of strength and self-
knowledge – not weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps to resolve the grief that goes with 
the end of a marriage or relationship. Coping effectively with bereavement is a skill we can all learn. A 
team, who are themselves widowed, separated or divorced share their experiences with you. 
Next Coping Programme will commence on Wednesday 7th September 2016  for 7 Wednesday 
evenings, at 7.15pm in White Friars Community Centre, Aungier St. ,Dublin 2 For further 
information phone 086 0877379 or email bedublin@gmail.com. www.beginningexperience.ie  !

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948, 087 1621662 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
 “Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and 

look on the face of your anointed one” 
Newsletter Sunday 14th August 2016 

Tomorrow is the feast of the Assumption. This feast 
celebrates the belief that the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
when she completed her earthly life, was in body and 
soul assumed into heavenly glory. Some strands of the tradition 
record the death of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Jerusalem, while 
others attest that she was assumed during her natural life. While the 
earliest references to this belief date from the Fourth Century it 
wasn’t until I950 that Pope Pius XII defined it as an article of faith. 

This date has been observed as a feast day of Mary since the beginning of the Seventh 
Century. !
We tend not to like people who boast about themselves and their accomplishments. Often 
the boasts are more than a bit exaggerated. At the same time, people who constantly put 
themselves down – are self-deprecating – tire us out as well. Whole people know a balance 
between who they are and who they are not. Saying honestly who we are is healthy. In the 
hymn known as the Magnificat Mary is honest about who she is. Her honesty derives from 
the keen awareness of God’s gifts to her. 
In response to Elizabeth’s greeting, Mary not only proclaims the greatness of God, but also 
acknowledges that God “has done great things” for her. Her greatness is brought to 
completion in her assumption when this lowly maiden of Nazareth is “clothed with the 
sun” (first reading).  God’s greatness and Mary’s greatness commingle through her ‘yes’ to 
being the mother of our Saviour. God’s greatness fills us when we, like Mary, say yes to 
God’s plan of salvation and give birth to the Son through the way we live each day. The 
most honest we can be with and about ourselves is to acknowledge, like Mary, the great 
things God has done for us. 
Mary responded to God’s initiatives with her whole being and life, and now “all generations 
well call (her) blessed”. On this festival we honour Mary for her fidelity and we celebrate 
God’s faithfulness in bringing us salvation through the divine Son. Mary’s assumption of 
body and soul into heaven is a dogma defined by the church. It is fitting that we thus honour 
Mary because it was her body which was the first temple for the Son of God. She 
conceived, nurtured, allowed to grow, and gave birth to Jesus – all because she willingly 
gave her body as an instrument for God to work the wonders of salvation. This holy body 
now enjoys full union with her divine Son in eternal glory. By her assumption into glory, 
God has “shown the strength of his arm” and the greatness of his love. God will do the same 
for us. 
God’s greatness – gifts, goodness, strength, mercy, justice – fills us when we, like Mary, say 
yes to God’s plan of salvation and give birth to the risen Life of the Son through the way we !
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN !

  Year of Mercy – “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk.6:36) 
		
Confessions 
Whilst the Saturday Morning 10.00am Mass is cancelled for the summer, there are 
Confessions available on Saturday evenings from 6.00pm to 6.20pm.  
Brackenstown – there are confessions on Saturday mornings after the 10.00am 
Mass 
River Valley  - there are confessions on Saturday mornings after the 11.00am Mass 
Visitors 
Now that we are in summertime, we get visitors to both of churches, whether holidaymakers 
or family members visiting home. You are all very welcome and I hope that you have a 
pleasant and safe holiday/family visit in Swords. 

!
Feast of the Assumption 
The Solemnity of the Assumption is, in some ways, the paramount feast of Our Lady, since 
it commemorates her passing, body and soul, into glory in heaven, where she stands beside 
her Son in ‘garments of gold’. Though the dogma of the Assumption was only defined in 
1950, it was widely believed by the earliest Christians. The Blessed Virgin truly leads the 
way; she fulfilled her vocation in humility, and given her Immaculate Conception, the grave 
was no place for her body. Where she is now, we one day hope to be. 
This feast day is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times are as follows:  
St. Colmcille’s:  
Sunday 14th August (Vigil) at 6.30pm. Monday 15th August 8.00am and 10.00am 
Our Lady of the Visitation – Drynam 
Monday 15th August at  9.20am 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:  !
Ryan Anthony Donoghue,Luke Stuart Power, Caiden Joseph Balfe, Ava Clóighí 
Hegarty O’Flanagan, Alfie Anthony Warren, Alex John Kelly, Jack Patrick Ryan 

!!
Prosper Fingal, Seatown Road  
 Prosper Fingal support adults with intellectual disabilities. Aine Thornton and Fiona 
Ferguson  are currently looking to set up a dog walking group, consisting of three of 
individuals, supported by a staff member. We are interested in providing a free dog walking 
service, weekdays, to senior citizens, who may find this a struggle. 
Anyone interested please contact, Áine on 0879274454, or 018955600. !!!! !

Year of Mercy –	Judaism and Islam 
The twenty third paragraph of the Papal encyclical – ‘Misericordiae Vultus’ continues	-		
There is an aspect of mercy that goes beyond the confines of the Church. It relates us to 
Judaism and Islam, both of which consider mercy to be one of God’s most important 
attributes. Israel was the first to receive this revelation which continues in history as the 
source of an inexhaustible richness meant to be shared with all mankind. As we have seen, 
the pages of the Old Testament are steeped in mercy, because they narrate the works that the 
Lord performed in favour of his people at the most trying moments of their history. Among 
the privileged names that Islam attributes to the Creator are “Merciful and Kind”. This 
invocation is often on the lips of faithful Muslims who feel themselves accompanied and 
sustained by mercy in their daily weakness. They too believe that no one can place a limit 
on divine mercy because its doors are always open.  
I trust that this Jubilee year celebrating the mercy of God will foster an encounter with these 
religions and with other noble religious traditions; may it open us to even more fervent 
dialogue so that we might know and understand one another better; may it eliminate every 
form of closed-mindedness and disrespect, and drive out every form of violence and 
discrimination. !
The Bible’s Most Important People 
Isaiah – (born 765 BC) A prophet of Jerusalem who served during the last year of the reign 
of King Uzziah and the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. A collection of prophecies 
delivered over a minimum of two or three centuries. Isaiah conveys a vision of the awesome 
glory of God in the Temple, contrasting awesomely with human sinfulness. This holiness 
demands and elicits absolute trust in God’s power and will to save his people Israel, from all 
that threatens them It issues in an inalienable love, described under the image of love of 
spouse, of a father or mother, or close family member who redeems a sibling from disaster. 
God’s holiness demands also a human integrity and justice, reflecting and mirroring those 
divine qualities. !
Swords Bridge Club 
Beginner Bridge Classes will take place in Rivervalley Community Hall, starting on 
Wednesday September 14th 7.30pm - 9.30 pm .  Contact Bernadette 087 
63904528. ,Michael 086 1782981 or Seamus 087 2890814. !
True and False peace 
A swamp may look nice on the surface, but its depths are full of rotten things. Peace that is 
based on injustice is like that. It is a false peace and Jesus came to disrupt ut. But then there 
is a true peace – a peace in which all of God’s children hab=ve their basic rights respected 
and are able to live in freedom and dignity. This  is the peace Jesus came to bring. But peace 
like this doesn’t happen; it has to be made. Sometimes the peace makers will be branded 
troublemakers. But Jesus had another name for them: he called them ‘children of God’. (Fr. 
Flor McCarthy, SDB)

	


