pattern of the Christmas and Easter dues collections giving parishioners an
opportunity to contribute to the income that supports priests.
The Summer Offering collection will be launched on the weekend of the 20th June.
In making this appeal, I ask you to remember that the greatest resource of the Church is its
people—both laity and clergy —working hand-in-hand. The age profile of the priest is
rapidly increasing, and there are few vocations to priesthood and religious life. Yet the
priests we have in the diocese continue to serve quietly week-in-week-out while more is
being asked of fewer and fewer. The ministry and mission of our Church cannot continue
without this humble, generous service.
I thank you for continuing to support our parishes and the clergy who work among
you. Your generosity to this new initiative of Summer Dues will provide much needed
practical and moral support for priests working quietly and effectively at the heart of every
local community of faith.
While great strides have been made in getting the virus under control, there is still
a way to go before our country and other nations are out of the woods. We are facing the
summer with its the brighter mornings and long evenings. May the change of pace that
summer brings provide a break from the darkness of the difficult winter we have endured.
May the Holy Spirit lift our hearts, and renew our hope so that in 'our common home' we
may share the life for which God created us (see Gen 1:3 1, 2:18, and John 10:10).
Yours Sincerely
+Dermot Farrell
Archbishop of Dublin

Mass Intentions this Weekend

Sat 6.30pm John & Mary Mulligan
Mary Madden (MM)
Sun 8.30am Jim Nevin Jnr & James & Úna Nevin
Sun 11.15am Michael & Mary Moroney
Anne Marke (MM)
Mass intentions for next Next Week
Mon 10.00am Special Intention
Fri 10.00am Exam Intentions
Mon10.00am Michael & Mary Moroney
Fri 10.00am Patrick O’Brien
Tues 10.00am Paddy Gerrard
Sat 6.30pm Liam Gargan
Tues 10.00am Cathal Mac Artain
Sun 8.30m Paddy Barker
Wed 10.00am Jerry Murphy
Sun 11.15am Christine & Francis Loughran
Wed 10.00am Dec members of McLoughney Family
Thurs 10.00am Special Intention
Thurs 10.00am Aidan Donnelly

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.30am (Irish Mass)
We are happy to welcome people back to Sunday Mass in the Church.As before
everyone must wear a mask in Church .Seats marked for social distance and hand
sanitizer to be used on way in. Our church only holds 37 so sorry in advance if we have to
turn someone away.

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com Email:
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam
My beloved father (Joseph), all my trust is in you. Let it not be said that I
invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary,
show me that your goodness is as great as your power
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
SUMMER DUES
“O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you; be my help’
Newsletter Sunday 13th June 2021
The Archbishop is introducing ‘Summer Dues’ across the Diocese as a means of increasing
the income to the Common Fund (Priest’s income) which has fallen dramatically. He
writes:
Dear Parishioner,
In the last fifteen months, we have been unable to do the things we normally do to express
our faith and our solidarity with each other. This is not to say that the life of prayer and
charity have ceased, but life's usual patterns have been disrupted, as have the deep practices
that nourish our faith, empower our social solidarity, and animate the mission of the
Church towards the poor and disadvantaged. Along with the countries of the developed
world, our country has been fortunate that people have been supported during the
significant economic upheaval and hardship of the pandemic. Even in our grief and loss,
we have much to be thankful for.
Communities and parishes have shown resilience and imagination in their
responses to the challenges of the pandemic. For many this has revealed new ways of
collaboration and involvement. We also have to acknowledge that certain aspects of
Church life have been severely impacted. One of these is parish finances, and while we
eagerly long for a return to the life that we knew, we also have to act to ensure that our
parishes have the financial minimum they need to survive.
The necessary restriction of public worship has profoundly affected the two
essential Sunday Mass collections on which parish funds depend. The first collection—as
you know—supports clergy ministering throughout the diocese as well as sick and retired
priests and priests working in other ministries throughout the diocese. The second
collection—the 'Share' collection—supports diocesan services to parishes especially
disadvantaged parishes. In the last financial year, the clergy collection decreased by 54%
and the 'Share' collection decreased by 65%. This year the situation is even more grave—
with a decrease of 80% and 86% respectively for the first quarter (January to March 2021
That this would have happened, given the character of the necessary lockdowns, is not
surprising. I am grateful to all who have continued to give so generously in the past 15
months.
This generosity cannot be expected to address the deeper financial challenges
which the Archdiocese faces. I have therefore approved the proposal to hold a new
Summer Dues collection to support priests of the diocese. This initiative will follow the

ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN
May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet,
a bright light before you,
a kindly shepherd behind you;
this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years)

Feast of St. Colmcille – Wednesday 9th June
The Archbishop has been and gone but it was a wonderful occasion. Thank you to all who
attended and I hope it looked good on the Webcam for those who watched it. Thank you
so much to everyone involved.
After the Mass the Archbishop greeted everyone who attended the Mass and then we
visited the schools - St. Colmcille’s GNS, St. Colmcille’s BNS and Scoil an Duinninigh.
He was very impressed – well done to the School Principals. The Church looked lovely (it
always does) Thank you to the Stewards and the Flower Ladies (Martha, Marie and
Barbara) for the beautiful flowers for the occasion and to Avril for the lovely display to St.
Colmcille in front of the altar and to the Parish Sisters, Jeanette and Colette who helped
prepare for the day and on the day itself.

A Song to St. Colmcille
Morgan Crowley composed a lovely hymn to St. Colmcille to mark the special occasion
which was first aired last Wednesday – his Feast Day. Helen sang it beautifully. The hymn
can be listened to on the Parish Website

Confessions
Next Saturday June 19th I will be available for the Sacrament of Confession from 11.00am
until 11.30am and from 4.00pm until 4.30pm
I will not be in the confessional box but sitting in the Sanctuary behind a clear screen
RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Lucy Ryan

•

Highfield Crescent

St. Vincent de Paul – St Colmcille’s

The monthly collection for February will take place THIS weekend, Sunday 13th June.
Envelopes will be left on the tables at the back of the church. These envelopes will be ‘in
situ’ from Sunday 13th June until Saturday 19th June. All monies raised is kept in Swords
•

•

EASTER - Liturgy/Prayer Service
I will continue this for the month of MAY on Thursday Evening at 7.00pm
This Liturgy/Prayer Service can be viewed through the Parish Webcam and should last
about 30 minutes
The webcam can be accessed through the Parish website, www.swords-parish.com

Covid Restrictions-Effects

1st and 2nd Collections
At every Mass, weekday and weekend there will be collection boxes situated around the
Church. If you cannot make the Sunday Mass, but are able to go to the weekday Mass, you
can make your weekly contribution during the weekday Mass. Thank You. One
contribution per week and not one every day!!!
Newsletters and Missallettes
This is just a reminder. The Newsletters and Missallettes are left out for the weekend
Masses. Please take them BUT bring them home with you. In these Covid times leaflets
should not be picked up, read and put back again. Please, please take home with you.
Seating
St. Colmcille’s has been marked out to observe social distancing. With the 2 metre rule the
Church can only accommodate 50 people.
More than 50 (Inclusive of celebrant)
What happens when we reach the 50limit? When that happens the volunteer stewards will
inform you that the Church is full, that it has reached the limit demanded by Government
regulations.
It will be awful to be informed that you cannot come in to participate and celebrate in the
Mass. It will also be awful for the volunteer who informs you of this!
The Sunday Obligation
In the current emergency, all are dispensed from the obligation to physically attend
Sunday Mass

The Archbishop extends his best wishes to the Leaving Cert Students

I wish all the 2021 Leaving Certificate students, those who are going through the Predicted
Grades System or sitting the written examination every good wish and God's blessings.
This year's Leaving Certificate students have been challenged in their preparation for the
Leaving Certificate by the Covid pandemic during the school years 2019 - 2020, 2020 2021. I want to thank the Principals, Boards of Management, Teachers, Staff, School
Chaplains, Pastoral Care Teams for the dedicated care of our Post Primary Students
especially this year's Leaving Certificate Students.
I am grateful to Minister Foley and the officials of the Department of Education and Skills
for the work and support they have given to this year's Leaving Certificate group. May the
Holy Spirit guide and direct the Leaving Certificate students now and in all the decisions
they will make about their future.
I pray that Our Lady will protect you all and that St. Joseph, her husband, in this year
dedicated to St. Joseph, will watch over you as he protected his foster son, Jesus.
Yours sincerely,
+Dermot Farrell – Archbishop of Dublin
•

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact
Denise - 086 0610463 from Sunday 13th June to Saturday 19th June. Please phone
after 6pm. More details on the Parish website.You can also find information on
https://bethany.ie It’s good to talk. Do not grieve alone or unaided.

•

FINGAL COUNSELLING SERVICE, located in B.A.S.E., Brackenstown Swords are

Mass Intentions
How can a book a Mass during these Covid times
1.You can email your request to the Parish Office at stcolmcilleschurch @gmail.com
2.Call to the Sacristy before Mass between 9.40am and 9.55am and after Mass from
10.30am to 10.45am or by phone 01-8400547

recruiting a part time Operations Manager. For more information please
see www.activelink.ie. Closing date 25th June.

