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relentless search until it was found.  The coin, with the others, was her freedom. son in 
today’s Gospel passage “came to his senses” and, once that happened, there was only one 
place to go. Home to his father.  There is a comfort here for us that we as individuals and as 
a world can arrive at that place too.  To arrive at it, we need to reflect a bit on where we 
have been and where we are now.  There is truly only one place to journey - to a father who 
is waiting for us, knowing we have what it takes to do the right thing.  “While still a long 
way off”, he watches for the world to do the right thing.  Of course, it is not always easy 
and there can be resentment as evidenced in the other brother who felt he had been short-
changed.  Chances are he had a point but there was still plenty for them all.  That’s the 
reality, there is plenty for us all, if only we can share the land given and see it for what it is 
– something of meaningful value.  !
When we drop a coin in the Trócaire Box later today, we just might hear the distant voice 
of a woman who hears its noise and knows where to find it.   Independence. (Trocaire 
Lenten Resources for 2019).                Fr Michael Carey !

Mass intentions for Next Week                   
Mon 8.00am Kathleen Keig               Sat 10.00am Joseph Coleman 
Mon 10.00am Pat Dunne               Sat 6.30pm Bernadette & Jim McConville &  
Tues 8.00am Bernard Kennealy                                        Ann Walsh 
Tues  10.00am JC Savage                          Joseph Murphy (MM)  
Wed 8.00am Teresa Cunningham               Michel Keneghan (MM)  
Wed 10.00am NO MASS           
Thurs 8.00am  Bernard Geoghegan  Sun 8.30am David McDonnell 
Thurs 10.00am Elizabeth McKittrick&  Sun 11.15am Frank McCarthy 
         dec family members    
Fri 8.00am Helen Clarke                
Fri 10.00am Helen Clarke 

At our Masses next weekend we also remember: David McDonnell, Kevin Smith 

              !
Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)  
We will host a reflective evening for Eucharistic Ministers from the parish here in Drynam 
on Tuesday evening at 7:30. 
There will be Mass at 9:20 next Friday for the First Friday. 

    

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Brian Taylor    Loughshinny !
Easter Bouquet Cards 
These cards are now available for sale in the Sacristy and Parish Office. They cost €5 each 
and the Mass will be offered on Easter Vigil/Sunday. They make a lovely Easter gift 
especially if you would like to send one abroad. !!

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com               

           
           4th Sunday of Lent 
      The Question of Inheritance 

“Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her” 
Newsletter Sunday 31st March 2019 

Land at its best it is productive, and we enjoy its 
fruits every day.  It provides foundations for homes, is cleared 

away for the building of hospitals, earth broken to produce something real and positive.  It 
is a truly valued commodity. It can too, bring out the greedy side where land is loved for 
what it can do for us rather than what we can do for it. The Prodigal son’s approach has 
much to say to us today: “Father let me have the share of the estate that would come to 
me”, comes from a place of putting a price rather than value on the land.  What can I get 
from it?  What is in it for me?  How can I turn this to a quick profit?  For those who know 
the land, profits are seldom quickly made, and work is hard.  In our own recent past we 
witnessed the horrendous after effects of land speculation where prices were exaggerated to 
a place where value was lost and, truth told, lives destroyed.  

In terms of Trócaire’s campaign this year we might look for a moment at that 
question of inheritance.  The son in today’s Gospel was perfectly entitled, if not somewhat 
hasty, in his approach to his father.  The estate would indeed be divided between him and 
his brother.  He wondered why he had to wait for his father’s death for this to happen? 
There was logic in it.  “I am entitled to this.  My father knows I am. If it is to be mine why 
can’t it be mine now?”  He was, after all a son.  That is one of the issues being highlighted 
by Trócaire this year – the continued denial of inheritance rights in some countries and 
traditions to daughters or, daughters-in-law.  A man might die and, following the death, his 
widow can be put off her property because she has no inheritance rights as a woman.  The 
husband’s brothers can, with the full support of tradition, literally take her home away.  
There is surely place for education here – a raising of awareness that rights are not rooted 
in gender and that the “roots” in the soil, seek nourishment from the human hand and ask 
no questions around gender.  

Recently I heard a woman speak about another Gospel passage where a woman 
loses a coin.  She searches until it is found and gathers friends to celebrate its finding.  We 
know the story but what I didn’t know is that the coin was one of a number gathered by 

women and when they had the required amount, they were free to marry.  A bit 
like the dowry, in many ways. When the woman lost this coin she had lost her 
independence. This brings to a totally new place the importance of her finding it and her !
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis 

Sacrament of Confirmation - BNS 
Next Wednesday 3rd April, the boys from St. Colmcille’s BNS will receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation at 11am. I wish the school well in all their preparation these coming days. 
Parish Initiative for Lent? 
For this Lenten season, the parish Liturgy Team have come up with something new. For 
each of the Wednesday’s of Lent a difference group in the Parish will pray the Stations of 
the Cross. This will take place on Wednesday Evening at 7.30pm and each week they will 
follow a different theme and all are welcome. This week, the Members of the St. Vincent 
de Paul will pray the Stations on WEDNESDAY 3rd April at 7.30pm in St. Colmcille’s. 
Please do come along and attend 

!
Sacrament of Confirmation 
On Wednesday 3rd April due to the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation there 
will be NO 10.00 Mass on this day. The 8.00am Mass will be celebrated as normal 

!
Prophets of our Time 
JOHN FEEHAN is an Irish geologist, botanist, author and broadcaster. He held the position 
of Professor of Agriculture Science in UCD 

•	 To care for the earth not as we would care for a garden in which we grow the 
vegetables that sustain us, but because it is the garden God walks in, and we have 
been invited to walk with him.    

•	 We share in God’s own wonder and delight at his creation; ourselves alone 
endowed with that gift of Mind that enables us to tend and nurture it as God wants 
us to tend it, ‘so that our planet might be what he desired when he created it, and 
correspond with his plan for peace, beauty and fullness.’   
J .Feehan, ‘Where is God?’ talk - Milford, 2015  

 LAUDATO SÍ & GOD’S PLAN FOR CREATION  ‘God’s own unfolding plan for Creation’ 
has the most profound theological (and spiritual) implications.   Our role is to further that 
plan: ‘so that our planet might be what he desired when he created it, and correspond with 

his plan for peace, beauty and fullness.’(Laudato Si, 53) 

!
Ministers of the Eucharist  
There will be a reflective evening on Tuesday 2nd April at 7.30pm, to be held in Drynam 
Church. This evening will be directed by Fr. John Collins. Please do come along 

!
St Vincent De Paul 
The outdoor monthly collection for St Colmcille’s VdP will be taken up next weekend at 
all Masses !

 

Happy Mother’s Day 
When I was happy, you patted me on the back. 
When I was frightened, you held me tight. 
When I was sad, you hugged me. 
When I was cold, you wrapped me in a warm blanket. 
When I fell and hurt my knee, you rubbed it and made it 
better. 
When I was nervous, you held my hand. 
When I was sick, you cared for me and made me feel better. 
When I was born, you welcomed me into your loving arms. 
Thank you. Happy Mother’s Day! 

!
Take	up	Something	for	Lent	
Our	Parish	Book	Club,	reading	Pope	Francis’s	Book,	Rejoice	and	be	Glad,		

has	been	taking	place	during	Lent.			We	will	meet	again	
on	April	4th		at	2.30pm	in	the	Parochial	House.			You	are	
welcome	to	come	along		even	if	you	were	unable	to	attend	last	
meetings.	We	will	be	discussing	Chapter	5	.	Please	contact	Colette	at	
the	Parish	ofHice	for	more	information	.	Books	will	be	supplied	and	tea	
and	coffee	will	be	served !

DUBLIN DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SATURDAY 27th  APRIL 2019  
The three Parishes in Swords have arranged buses to Knock for  
the Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage. We invite you to join our Pilgrimage 
 and celebrate 140 years since the apparition in 1879 
 The buses  will leave at 7:30am on Saturday 27th  April. Cost of the 
 bus is €20 and Children under 16 €10 Please bring a Packed Lunch –  
Tea & Coffee available in St. John’s Centre, Knock. Bus will  
stop for 15 minutes on the way down and back.  
To book please contact Colette at the Parish Office 

!
B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE 
B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life partner, through 
Death, Separation or Divorce. Few people are able to cope alone with the pain of loss. Do 
you find that you need more support than family and friends can provide? Seeking help is a 
sign of strength and self-knowledge – not weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps 
to resolve the grief that goes with the end of a marriage or relationship. Coping effectively 
with bereavement is a skill we can all learn.  
Next residential weekend will be held 17th  – 19th May 2019,  in Dominican Retreat 
Centre, Tallaght Dublin 24. For further information please contact 086 0877379 or email 
bedublin@gmail.com. www.beginningexperience.ie 
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