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Pope Francis proposes specially “to enter into dialogue with all people about our common
home”. The dialogue runs throughout the text and in chapter 5 it becomes the
instrument for addressing and solving problems. From the beginning, Pope Francis
recalls that “other Churches and Christian communities – and other religions as
well – have also expressed deep concern and offered valuable reflections” on the
theme of ecology. Indeed, such contributions expressly come in, starting with that
of “the beloved Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew”, extensively cited in numbers
8-9. On several occasions, then, the Pope thanks the protagonists of this effort –
individuals as well as associations and institutions. He acknowledges that “the
reflections of numerous scientists, philosophers, theologians and civic groups, all […]
have enriched the Church’s thinking on these questions”. He invites everyone to recognize
“the rich contribution which the religions can make towards an integral ecology and the full
development of humanity”.
The text ends with two prayers; one offered for sharing with everyone who believes in
“God who is the all-powerful Creator”, and the other to those who profess faith in Jesus
Christ, punctuated by the refrain “Praise be to you!” which opens and closes the Encyclical.
(The full encyclical can read on the Parish website )
Fr. Michael Carey
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Mass Intentions for this coming week St Colmcille’s
Mon 10.00am Adrienne Byrne
Mon 10.00am Esther & William Spencer
Tues 8.00am Cillian & Danny Webb
Tues 10.00 Michael John Reilly
Wed 8.00am Elizabeth Farrelly
Wed 10.00am
Thurs 8.00 Joe Campbell
Thurs 10.00am Patsy O’Regan
Fri 8.00am Altar list of the Dead
Fri 10.00am Altar list of the Dead

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Sat 6.30pm Patrick & Mary Kate Gallagher
Sun 8.30am Nancy Lawless
Sun 11.00am Irene O’Keefe
Sun 4pm Cemetery Mass
Sun 6.30pm Stephen Cleary

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Mon & Fri:9.20am. Sun, 10.00am11.00am(Irish)& 12 noon

We are planning a Visitation Evening on Tuesday 7th July to reach out to one area
herein Drynam. We request parishioners who would like to participate to join us for
about 2 hours on the evening. We will first have a short prayer service and then we’ll
call to houses in pairs. We’ll let people know that our church is here and provide them with
information on the services we provide. If interested please give your name to Fr. Peter or
one of the Pastoral Team.
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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The last sentence of today’s gospel makes it clear how the story is not to be interpreted. It is
a mistake to see Jesus as someone who during his public ministry wished to prove something
by the use of his supernatural powers. The reluctance of Jesus to have this incident kept quiet
is indication of that. Rather today’s gospel is first an invitation to its original hearers to have
faith. That same invitation is extended to us here and now by the Christian community.
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The Annual collection for Pontifical Charities will be held this
weekend. It will replace the Share Collection
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com
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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Overview of the Encyclical Laudato si'
“All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with
shouts of joy!.”
Newsletter Sunday 28th June 2015
The following text offers an overview of the 191 pages of the Encyclical
Laudato si' and its key points, along with a summary of each of its six
chapters (“What is happening to our common home”, “The Gospel of Creation”, “The
human roots of the ecological crisis”, “Integral ecology”, “Lines of approach and action”,
and “Ecological education and spirituality”). The Encyclical concludes with an interreligious
prayer for our earth and a Christian prayer for Creation.
“What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to children who are
now growing up?” This question is at the heart of Laudato si’ (May You be praised), the
anticipated Encyclical on the care of the common home by Pope Francis. “This question
does not have to do with the environment alone and in isolation; the issue cannot be
approached piecemeal”. This leads us to ask ourselves about the meaning of existence and its
values at the basis of social life: “What is the purpose of our life in this world? What is the
goal of our work and all our efforts? What need does the earth have of us?” “Unless we
struggle with these deeper issues – says the Pope – I do not believe that our concern for
ecology will produce significant results”-.
The Encyclical takes its name from the invocation of St. Francis, “Praise be to you, my
Lord”, in his Canticle of the Creatures. It reminds us that the earth, our common home “is
like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to
embrace us”. We have forgotten that “we ourselves are dust of the earth; our very bodies are
made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her
waters.”
Now, this earth, mistreated and abused, is lamenting, and its groans join those of all the
forsaken of the world. Pope Francis invites us to listen to them, urging each and every one –
individuals, families, local communities, nations and the international community – to an
“ecological conversion”, according to the expression of St. John Paul II. We are invited to
“change direction” by taking on the beauty and responsibility of the task of “caring for our
common home”. At the same time, Pope Francis recognises that “there is a growing
sensitivity to the environment and the need to protect nature, along with a growing concern,
both genuine and distressing, for what is happening to our planet”. A ray of hope flows
through the entire Encyclical, which gives a clear message of hope. “Humanity still has the
ability to work together in building our common home”. “Men and women are still capable
of intervening positively”. “All is not lost. Human beings, while capable of the worst, are
also capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is good, and making a new
start”. Pope Francis certainly addresses the Catholic faithful, quoting St. John Paul
II:“Christians in their turn “realise that their responsibility within creation, and their duty
towards nature and the Creator, are an essential part of their faith”
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

Antiphon – “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy name.”

Cemetery Sunday – Sunday

28th

June at 4pm
Annual Mass takes place today at 4.00pm

Summer Schedule
This effects only the Saturday 10.00am Morning Mass. The last was yesterday Saturday
28th June and it will resume on Saturday 12th September. All other Masses will remain as
scheduled. Because the 10.00am Mass will be dropped for the summer there will be no
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Saturday Mornings.
Confessions on Saturday – With the summer schedule there will be no confessions on
Saturday morning in St. Colmcille’s Swords for July, August, until mid-September.
Brackenstown and River Valley will celebrate the Sacrament on Saturday mornings from
10.30am to 11.30am. St. Colmcille’s will celebrate the Sacrament on Saturday evenings from
6.00pm to 6.20pm
Choir/Folk Group - the Parish Choir and the Parish Folk Group will sing their last
Mass before the summer holidays this weekend Sat/Sun 27th/28th June and will return on Sat/
Sun 5th/6th September. They both deserve a well earned break.

Confession Box
Over the summer months I hope to change the use of the confession box inside the main
door. It is not used at all and I intend on removing the doors and inside seats, leaving the
outer frame. The created space on the inside will be used to situate the ‘historic’ baptism font
that stands in the porch. That porch space can be used to store the VdP boxes that are
currently stored in the confession box. That space can be made secure by putting up doors
similar to the space at the other main door of the front of the church

Golf Classic
It raised the tremendous amount of €7590. Thank you again to all who participated who
sponsored and who partook in the raffle. Again it only right that I acknowledge the excellent
and hard working Fundraising Team of John and Bernie Campbell; Susan Rallo; Jack and
Maura Moore; Ann and Paddy Farrell and Pat Lynch. Thanks again to Tim Ralph for the
beautiful photos on display in the church and to Susan who arranged them. Roll on next
year’s golf classic!

Parish Holiday
We depart for Krakow early to-morrow morning – twenty nine souls in total. Let’s hope and
pray for a wonderful and safe time. Returning late next Saturday evening
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A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE :Symbols are the language of something invisible spoken in
the visible world.. Gertrud Von le Fort (1876-1971)- German Catholic novelist and poet
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group
Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those grieving after the loss of a loved
one. This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet on the second and last Monday of each month
from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parochial House, Seatown Road ,Swords - Next Meeting 29th June . For
further information please phone Mary 8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m.Open to all Fingal
Residents -
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St. Vincent de Paul – Annual Clothing Appeal
The Appeal is for clean good-quality clothes, bedclothes, curtains, shoes etc. Bags will be
collected this weekend Sun 28th June in the porches of both our churches. There will be no
Sunday evening collection.
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Cemetery Mass
This will take place in St. Colmcille’s on Sunday 28th June at 4.00pm.
Blessing of Graves for nearby Cemeteries are as follows: Glasnevin – Sun 28th June at
3pm; Malahide - Sun 28th June at 3pm , St Margarets -Sat 4th July at 8pm , Balgriffin –
Sun 5th July at 12 noon , Dardistown – Sun 5th July at 3pm. Rolestown- Sun 12th July at
3.30pm & Donabate- Sun19th July at 3.30pm
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Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul -29th June
Peter was a humble fisherman. Paul was a persecutor of the first Christians. But they were
chosen to become the pillars of our faith, which they sealed with their martyrdom in Rome.
The Church is like the human person: we are both body and spirit at the one time. The body
of Christ – which is what we are – has both a bodily reality (membership, structure and
sacraments) and a spiritual reality (the life of faith and prayer, the indwelling Spirit). The
institutional and the prophetic dimensions of Church are sometimes in tension and that is
really normal. To be part of the living body of Christ is to hear again Jesus’ question, who do
you say I am? As St Paul reminds us, no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy
Spirit (1 Cor 12:3). Christ, Son of the living God, you call us to confess your name and to
acknowledge you as Lord. Help us to live our faith and find new words for what we believe
so that we may proclaim your Gospel to our contemporaries in words they can understand.
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St. Colmcille’s Annual Pilgrimage to Knock Saturday 8th August
Depart from the Star Pub at 8am. Stopping off for light breakfast on outward bound journey
and on the return journey Carvery Dinner. Both at the Percy French Hotel, Strokestown. The
cost of the coach is €15. For further details contact Mary @ 087-2711376, or Ita @
01-8402268
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Isla Mae Doyle, Róisín Eilís Cassidy, Praise Osamuyimen Godspower, Jack Tom
Hanratty, Zoe Isabell Gormley Dunne
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‘Laudato Si’ in Gardiner Street Church Wednesday 8th July, 7.30-9.00 pm approx.
Laudato Si - the encyclical of Pope Francis, with Fr Donal Dorr. Fr Dorr will break open the
good news of this letter from the Pope; some suggestions and discussion on what it may
mean for our future. Donation €5 appreciated
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