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but the Sunday Mass brings to light the one recurrent orientation of my existence, my
homecoming to God. The Sabbath recalls one to the point of everything, which in the point
of being a Christian.
Fr. Michael Carey
Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Bernadette & John Keenan
Sat 6.30pm Jim Mulcahy
Mon 10.00am Special Intention
Tues 8.00am Mary Heron & Margaret Doyle
Tues 10.00am Ann & Patrick Walsh
Wed 8.00am Special Intention
Wed 10.00 Joan McGee
Thurs 8.00am Gerard Travers
Thurs 10.00am Ann & Joseph Walsh
Fri 8.00am Joseph Maguire
Fri 10.00am Dermot Corr

Church of the Visitation Drynam

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948.
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
DIES DOMINI – THE LORD’S DAY
“O sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders,
alleluia”
Newsletter Sunday 14th May 2017

Sun 8.30am Eileen Penston
Sun 11.00am Deceased members of
Desmond Family
Sun 6.30pm Philip & Tony Loughrey Grant

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon Mon & Tues 9.20am

Last chance to get your tickets for the Concert in aid of the Church Building Fund. It
will take place next Friday 19 May at 8PM in the RIASC Centre. Our Lady of
Victories Gospel Choir, Ballymun, and supporting acts will perform. Tickets €10 from
the parish office, from the RIASC centre or after Masses today.
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Chloe May McGrattan, Giorgia Anne Joyce, Hannah Joan Trodd, Zoe Kate Meares

!

RECENTLY DECEASED
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Albert Fleming
Drynam Road
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Blessing for Expectant Mothers
A Special Blessing for Expectant Mothers will take place on Thursday 25th May 2017 at
8.00 pm in Our Lady of Mercy Church, Brookwood Grove, Artane. All most welcome.
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2017 BRACKENSTOWN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES
Accompanied by a Spiritual Director Fr. Kevin O’Connor 22nd - 27th September 2017
Further details: Susan Keane 8407100 or 085 8471539
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• St. Vincent de Paul
The outdoor monthly collection for the VdP, will be taken up this weekend at all Masses
• Saturday 20th May
As the Parish is celebrating the Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion this day, there will be no
10.00am Mass on this day
•
Liturgy Group
The Liturgy group will meet Tuesday week, 23rd May at 8.00pm in the Parochial
House

The first generations of Christians, especially those coming from a Jewish background,
would have continued to celebrate the Sabbath. Over time – generations - it became clear
that Sunday is not the Christian Sabbath, and that the two certainly in their origins are
different – Sabbath being a day of rest and Sunday a day of communal gathering which
celebrates the goodness of God and comes to be associated with the resurrection of Jesus. In
321, AD, the Roman emperor Constantine promulgated a law ordering all to rest from work
on Sunday, with an exception granted to farmers. With the Eucharist now being universally
celebrated on a Sunday morning, the shape of Sunday as we know it today in many parts of
the world is now fixed. Though it will take a number of centuries for Sunday as a day of rest
to become the primary image of the day, much greater emphasis is given to its character as a
day of communal gathering. (source: It is good for us to be here – The National Centre for
Liturgy)
In his book, “What’s the point of being a Christian”, by Timothy Radcliffe OP, (former
Master General of the Dominicans), the following is an extract on what he had to say about
Sunday. It’s from chapter titled, “Without the Day of the Lord, we cannot Live”.
The second commandment is that we keep holy the Sabbath. In Ezekiel 20.19, the Sabbath
is seen as a covenant of God’s fidelity to his people: ‘I the Lord am your God; walk in my
statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances, and hallow my Sabbaths that they may be
a sign between me and you, and that you may know that I am the Lord your God.’
Radcliffe goes on to write that it is not surprising that the Jews, who have known a more
radical insecurity than any other people, have developed a theology of the Sabbath as the
sign of God’s marriage to his people. As they lived through expulsions and pogroms, the
Sabbath was the celebration of the one pillar of stability, the covenant with God. The
Sabbath is Israel’s bride, the sign of God’s fidelity.
He goes on to ask the question: ‘How can we be a sign of God’s eternal fidelity?’
He answers as follows: Surely the obligation of Sunday Mass is a sign of that fidelity. It is
usually seen just as a constraint on our freedom, a rule that must be obeyed, imposed from
above by ‘the authorities’. It is seen as typical of Catholic legalism and of a culture of
control, which is always telling people what they must do. Might we not see it rather as a
sign of our stable belonging in this liquid and mobile world.
In our liquid world, where we have no abiding city, constant dislocation, this obligation is
surely an expression that we do belong. Wherever we are, (like on holiday, living in flatland
etc.), we have a right to go to the local parish and take our place in the congregation of
strangers who are our brothers and sisters. For we who are exiles from the Kingdom, then
any Eucharist is a sign of home. We belong in any celebration of the sacrament.
My life may be pointed in all sorts of directions, moved by different passions and interests,
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN
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Antiphon – I am the true vine and you are the branches, alleluia
Sacrament of Confirmation
Over the past fortnight, the Parish celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation for the
boys and girls. We had two wonderful ceremonies and the boys and girls and their parents
and families were delighted. The Church was at its best and looked lovely. For that I
particularly thank God’s housekeepers and the flower ladies (Marie Brophy; Martha
Gallagher and Barbara Sweeney). On both occasions the Sacrament was administered by
Bishop Ray Field and he presided at a beautiful and prayerful ceremony. The Bishop gives
each girl and boy the time to enjoy the moment and a memory that they will never forget.

GNS – Thursday 4th May
Congratulations to the girls from St. Colmcille’s GNS. I want to thank the great work of
their teachers Ms. Karen Burke Logue (Principal) and Ms. Aideen Lineen and Ms. Robyn
O’Brien (Class Teachers). The day itself involves plenty of preparation in the lead up and
the ‘subject’ is taught excellently. The 5th Class girls sang very well, so well done girls and
congratulations to all involved in the music - Ms. Phil Cushen (Conducter) Ms. Kate
McEneany (Class Teacher) and organist Ms. Orla Daly and Ms. Aoibheann McMonagle
(musician). I thank also Mr. David Begg, Chairperson of the Board of Management and all
the Board members for their dedication and support of the school.

BNS – Thursday 11th May
Congratulations to the boys from St. Colmcille’s BNS. I want to thank the great work of
their teachers Ms. Ciara Brangan (Principal) Ms. Orla Murtagh, Mr Diarmuid Connell and
Ms. Angela Noone The day itself involves plenty of preparation in the lead up and the
‘subject’ is taught excellently. The 5th Class boys sang very well, so well done boys and
congratulations to all involved in the music - Ms Lisa Hoey; Ms Ciara Reynolds and Ms.
Claire Sweeney (Class Teachers) and Ms. Blaithin White(Choir Director) and organist Mr.
John Burke. I thank also Mrs. Veronica McDermott, Chairperson of the Board of
Management and all the Board members for their dedication and support of the school

1st Holy Communion
Next Saturday, 20th May at 11am, the girls from St. Colmcille’s GNS will receive their 1st
Holy Communion. I wish the school well in all their preparation this coming week, and I
hope the weather is fantastic on the day.
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Golf Classic – St. Colmcille’s Parish

Our annual Golf Classic will take place in Forrest Little Golf Club on Thursday 8th June to
raise funds for the re-decoration of our Parish Church of St. Colmcille. The format is a 4person Team event and the entry fee is €250 per team which includes a meal. If you think
that this might be of interest to you, we would greatly appreciate your support. If you cannot
submit a team, perhaps you would consider sponsoring a hole for €100 or even a prize for
the event. If you wish to support this very worthy cause please contact John Campbell 087
9079245.
Tenders have gone out for the painting of the Church, so we are aiming, all being well to
begin this coming September
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Ecumenical Bible Week – 4th to 11th June
This is an exciting and successful venture which is now on its fourth year. It includes parish
based events around Dublin and surrounding areas. For 2017, the topic is ‘Faith comes from
hearing the Word of Christ’ (Rom 10.17).

St. Colmcille’s Swords is hosting this event over three days:

•

The Bible and your ‘Other’ – Faith beyond Frontiers

•

Christianity – A Beautiful Insanity!!

Tuesday June 6 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Jools Hamilton (Methodist Chaplain to
Trinity College. Founder of YouthSpirit and so-founder of The Good Summit he travels
widely as a preacher, speaker, teacher and facilitator)
Wednesday June 7 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Frank Brown (Parish Pastoral Worker in
the Clondalkin area)

•

Listening to Hear

Thursday June 8 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Éibhlís NicUaithuas DC (A Daughter of
Charity and Spiritual Director. Co-ordinator of biblical studies in the Archdiocese of
Dublin)
There is no cost, or pre booking required– just turn up!
The other events during this week are as follows:
• Special Launch Event. Sunday 4th June at 7.30pm. Venue: Lutherhaus, 24 Adelaide
Rd., Dn. 2. Holden Evening Prayer – sung Lutheran Vespers with music by Marty
Haughen and directed by Ian Callanan. Free entry
• The 2017 Symposium – Friday 9th June 2.00-5.00pm at Holy Cross College, Clonliffe
Road. Prof Tony Lane – the joint declaration on Justification: its significance and
Potential. Prof Salvador Ryan – How should we remember the Reformation?. This
symposium is chaired by Archbishop Michael Jackson (CoI). Online registration is
required for this event at www.bibleweek.ie Cost €10
• Closing Event. Sunday 11th June. 7.30 – 9.00pm. Venue: Lutherhaus, 24 Adelaide Rd.,
Dn. 2. Film and Reflection – ‘Martin Luther: Heretic (BBC 1983). Following the
viewing of the film reflection and discussion will be led by Dr. Kieran O’Mahony OSA.
Free entry
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Parish Holiday-Rome, the Eternal City –
Thursday 28th September – Tuesday 3rd October
Cost: €799.00 per person sharing on a bed and breakfast basis. This price is subject to
availability. Extras: baggage fee; * Insurance: * Single room supplement €30 per person
per night (limited availability)* Entrance fees where applicable.
This holiday is organised through MAP Travel 36 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin 1. Tel:
(01) 8783111. MAP Travel is licensed and bonded with the Commission for Aviation
Regulation Licence No. T.A. 0474. Deposit €250 per person. Can be booked through Colette
at the Parish Office or direct with MAP
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Fundraiser - Drynam New Church Building Fund
Our Lady of Victories Gospel Choir, performing ‘Voices of Hope’ in the RIASC CENTRE,
Swords Enterprise Park, Feltrim Rd. Tickets Cost €10 and are available for sale at many
outlets including Parish Office and Swords Sacristy.

