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Newsletter 27th  November  2022  

Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm  
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Fri 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email:stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 
Mass times: Monday - Friday 10.00am, Saturday (Vigil) 6.30pm, Sunday 11.15am 
Confessions:Saturday 6.00pm - 6.20pm  

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, Irish Mass at 11.00am  

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Margaret Pawley & Eileen & Terry Finnegan(An)   
                    Kyle Dunne (MM) 
                    Vera Hand     
Sun 11.15am In Thanksgiving  
                       Thomas Green Snr (An) 
                        Alicia Murphy (1st an) 
                        Carmel Savage (MM) 
                        Brian Owen (An) 

Mass intentions for next Next Week 
Mon 10.00am Sadie Dempsey              Sat 10.00am  Michael Rockwell 
          Mark Farrell 
                        Special Intention              Sat 6.30pm Joseph & Robert Ryan          
Tues10.00am Christopher McGuirk                     Michael Toft  
Wed 10.00am Pat Barnwell                                      
                       Kevin O’Farrell             Sun 11.15am Dominic King        
Thurs10.00am James Fitzsimons                                    Dec members of Keaney Family 
Fri 10.00am    Altar list of the Dead       

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please 
contact Sr. Mary at  8404323 from  Sunday 27th November  to Saturday 3rd December .  
Please phone Sr. Mary from 6-9.30pm. Details on the Parish website.You can also find 
information on https://bethany.ie 

Christmas Mass Bouquets 
Special Christmas Mass Bouquet cards are now available in the Sacristy and Parish 
Office for both churches. All Masses on Christmas Day and St. Stephens Day will 
be offered for the intentions of the donors of these cards. They cost €5 per card. 

Advent 
The word Advent means coming and is the first season in the Liturgical year. Advent is a 
time of waiting - the countdown to Christmas has really begun with endless ‘To Do lists’ 
and preparations to be made. The church asks us to use Advent as a time of preparation for 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ and to welcome him once again into our hearts 
and lives. We are also reminded to prepare for the second coming of Christ when he will 
judge the living and the dead as told in the Gospels.  
Advent 2022 starts on Sunday November 27th and ends on Saturday December 24th . 
There are always four Sundays in advent but not necessarily four full weeks. Some 
symbols and signs associated with advent: The advent wreath, the Jesse tree and the colour 
purple. Most likely the priest will wear purple vestments during advent and there are three 
purple candles on the advent wreath. 

The Advent wreath is significant in that unlike holly or floral wreaths, it has candles 
standing upright, representing the four Sundays of Advent and the thousands of years that 
God’s people awaited the Messiah. 
The round ring of the Advent Wreath represents eternity-time without end. As the circle is 
never ending, so time with God goes on and on. The evergreens are for eternal life, life 
without end. Evergreens do not die in the winter and like them God is always 
fresh and new. The candles remind us of Christ ‘Light of the World’. 
1st CANDLE – (purple) THE PROPHECY CANDLE or CANDLE OF 
HOPE – We can have hope because God is faithful and will keep the promises 
made to us. Our hope comes from God. “And again, Isaiah says, ‘The Root of 
Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles 
will hope in him.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 
15:12-13) 

JESSE TREE-week 1 
This tree is named after Jesse the father of David, the great king of Israel. ‘A 
shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse and from his roots a bud shall 
blossom’(Is 11.7). The symbols represent the promises God made throughout 
the Old Testament concerning the birth of His only Son. Some of the most 
important promises of all were made to Jesse and his son David. They were 
promised that God’s only Son would be born in their family. The first week of Advent will 
see the following symbols on our Jesse Tree in both our churches 
Apple 
In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the forbidden tree. People began to 
disobey the commands of God and so we needed a redeemer 
Ark 
When Noah, his family and all the animals came out of the ark, God promised that he 
would always love his people. God’s love was shown when Jesus came to live with us 
Joseph’s Dreamcoat 
Joseph’s Dreamcoat reminds us of the story of Joseph and his brothers. After he was 
rejected and sold into slavery in Egypt by his brothers, through understanding dreams, 
Jospeh became an important person in the Egyptian kingdom. 

Jesse Tree  We thank John Walsh who again supplied the lovely Jesse Tree for St. 
Colmcille’s. It is a lovely feature of the Advent Season
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