The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the picture of the son. They wanted the more
worthy investments for their collections. The auctioneer pounded the gavel. 'Going once, twice,
SOLD for $10!'
A man sitting on the second row shouted, 'Now let's get on with the collection!' The auctioneer
laid down his gavel. 'I'm sorry, the auction is over.'
'What about the paintings?' 'I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a
secret stipulation in the will... I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only
the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the
entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!'
God gave His son 2,000 years ago to die on the cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message
today is: 'The son, the son, who'll take the son?' Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets
everything! (Author unknown)

!

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY
BEGOTTEN SON, WHO SO EVER BELIEVETH, SHALL
HAVE ETERNAL LIFE...THAT'S LOVE .

!

Fr. Michael Carey Adm

Mass Intentions for this coming week: St Colmcille’s:
Mon 8.00am People of the Parish
Mon 10.00am Colm Brangan
Tues 8.00am Lauri O’Connor
Tues 10.00am Terence Burke
Wed 8.00am Special Intention
Wed 10.00am Maggie Hickey
Thurs 8.00 am Special Intention
Thurs 10.00am Ciaran Butterly
Ann Harrison (MM)
Fri 8.00 Altar List of the Dead
Fri 10.00am Altar List of the Dead
Sat 10.00 am Patrick & Josephine Leamy

Sat 6.30 pm John McGreevy
Sun 8.30am Teresa, Joe & Marie Egan
Sun 10.30am Patrick Moore
Grace Burke (MM)
Sun 11.30 am Phyllis O’Rourke
Barney O’Rourke
Sun 7.30pm Thomas O’Gorman

Church of the Visitation Drynam

The Visitation of the BVM
Mass Times for Drynam: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri:9.20am. Sun, 10.00am 11.00am
(Irish)& 12 noon
On Sunday 5th October, we will have blessing of animals after the 12:00 Midday Mass. The
blessing will take place in the newly cultivated field beside the church. All your pets
welcome.
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:

!

Louis Robert Pennie, Eve Kate Connolly, Leah Kitty McConkey, Brogan Joseph
Symes.

!!

40 hours Adoration in St Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown will commence on Friday 3rd
October after 10.00am Mass and continuing until Saturday 4th October at 10.00pm with
Benediction

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes at Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@eircom.net

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Take my Son
“He was humbler yet, even to accepting death on a cross. But God
raised him high”
Newsletter Sunday 28th September 2014
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A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their
collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works of
art.
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in
battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only
son.
About a month later, just before Christmas, There was a knock at the door. A young man stood at
the door with a large package in his hands.
He said, 'Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved
many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and
he died instantly... He often talked about you, and your love for art.' The young man held out
this package. 'I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would
have wanted you to have this.'
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared
in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father
was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and
offered to pay him for the picture. 'Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's
a gift.'
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them
to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had
collected.
The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many
influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to
purchase one for their collection.
On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. 'We will start the
bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?'
There was silence... Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, 'We want to see the famous
paintings. Skip this one.'
But the auctioneer persisted. 'Will somebody bid for this painting? Who will start the bidding?
$100, $200?'
Another voice angrily. 'We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Gogh's, the
Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!'
But still the auctioneer continued. 'The son! The son! Who'll take the son?'
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the man
and his son. 'I'll give $10 for the painting...' Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. 'We
have $10, who will bid $20?' 'Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters.

ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN

Antiphon – “Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which
you have given me hope. This is my comfort when I am brought low.”

DO THIS IN MEMORY-Enrolment Mass
I welcome the girls from St. Colmcille’s GNS and their families to the 10.00am
Sunday Mass, for their enrolment into the Do This in Memory Programme,
which is part of their Parish based preparation for the Sacrament of First
Eucharist. I would also like to thank the parents who are part of the organising committee who
met during the week to prepare for this Mass. Next weekend it will be the turn of the boys
from St. Colmcille BNS - Saturday 4th October at 6.30pm

Blessing of Animals –
Don’t forget, in honour of St. Francis of Assisi, whose Feast Day is
Saturday, all pets will be blessed in the Church of Our Lady of the
Visitation on Sunday 5th October at 1.00pm, by Fr. Peter. Remember to
bring your pets along for this special blessing.

Feast of Angels
During this coming week the Church will celebrate two feast days for
angels, so I thought the printing of this familiar prayer appropriate:
O Angel of God my guardian dear,
to whom God’s loves commit me here,
ever this day be at my side
to light and guard to rule and guide. Amen

First Friday
Next Friday all Masses will be offered for all names of the Parish Altar list of the dead. The
Friday after that is in the month of November and at this stage there will be a new Altar List if
the Dead

!

A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE Culture – that cluster of assumptions, values and ways
of life that both create and give expression to the identity of each human community

!

St. Therese of Liseaux
On her feast day Wednesday 1st October, Fr. Damian McNeice will mark this day with a brief homily
about her spirituality and give an individual blessing with a relic of the popular Carmelite Saint at the
Church of the Holy Child, Whitehall at 7.00pm – all welcome and car parking available

Feasts this Week
Ss Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels – Monday 29th September. Gabriel (meaning
‘Strength of God’) brought the message to Mary at the Annunciation (patron of telecommunications, radio and TV workers). Raphael, (meaning ‘God heals’) guide to Tobias
(patron of nurses, physicians , the blind). Michael (meaning ‘Who is like God) has been
venerated as protector of Christians in general and soldiers in particular. Captain of the heavenly
army, victor over Satan, protector of the Church and helper of the sick and dying (patron of
radiologists, the sick, paratroopers)
St. Jerome, priest and doctor of the Church – Tuesday 30th September. C. 347-420,
translated the Bible into Latin, known as the Vulgate. He went to Bethlehem to concentrate on
this work, together with the writing of Scriptural commentaries and theological works. Patron of
librarians
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, virgin and doctor of the Church – Wednesday 1st October.
Therese of Lisieux, aged fifteen when she entered the Carmel in Liseaux and died there on 30
September 1897 aged 24. She was declared a Doctor of the Church by Saint Pope John Paul II in
1997, especially for her writings and her ‘little way’. Patron of missions, florists, aviators and
Co-Protectress of France (with St. Joan of Arc)
The Guardian Angels – Thursday 2nd October. We venerate the Guardian angels, seeking
their constant protection. Each person has a guardian angel and we rightly rejoice in their
company.
St. Francis of Assisi – Saturday 4th October, 1181-1226, son of a wealthy merchant and
abandoned all things for the love of Christ, founded the Order of Friars Minor (Franciscans), and
with St. Clare, the Poor Clares. For the last two years of his life he suffered the stigmata. Patron
saint of ecologists
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Living the Paschal Mystery
The second reading from the letter to Philippians gives us a hint as to how we can hear Jesus’
preaching and respond in faithful obedience: “by being of the same mind, with the same love,
united in heart, thinking one thing...regard others as more important than yourselves...” This is
the kingdom perspective – to change our focus from ourselves to others and, in turn, our concern
for others helps us focus on God and the divine will for us. Jesus himself is the model, for “he
emptied himself...becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross”. Nothing was
too much for Jesus so that others might be saved. So it ought to be for us. The change of mind
described in the gospel entails self-emptying for the sake of others, lived every day in the little
things that came our way. This gospel challenges us constantly to turn our hearts toward God,
discern the divine will, and then put it into action(Source: Living Liturgy)

!
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Mary’s Meals

Bethany Bereavement Support Group

This is an organisation that delivers ‘hope’ in helping the most disadvantaged and vulnerable children, in
various parts of the world. Two and a half poly bags filled with textiles could generate enough funds to
feed a child Mary’s Meals FOR A YEAR i.e €14.50. They are currently feeding over 894,000 world-wide,
and they hope to continue expanding they're feeding programme. St. Colmcille’s can help – to that end they
are organising a Rags to Riches Clothing Collection next weekend 4th/5th October – clothing and textiles
only, NO bric-a-brac. Leave your bags in the porch and they will be collected by Mary’s Meals

Help is at hand. Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those grieving
after the loss of a loved one. This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet on the second
and last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parish Office, Parochial House,
Seatown Road ,Swords - Next Meeting 29th September. For further information please 'phone
Mary 8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m.Open to all Fingal Residents - You are most
welcome to attend.

