Communal and individual prayer belong together as two folded hands.
Without community individual prayer easily degenerates into
egocentric and eccentric behaviour, but without individual prayer, the
prayer of the community quickly becomes a meaningless routine.
Individual and community prayer cannot be separated without harm.
This explains why spiritual leaders tend to be very critical of those who want to isolate
themselves and why they stress the importance of continuing ties with a larger community
where individual prayer can be guided. This also explains why the same leaders have
always encouraged the individual members of their communities to spend time and energy
in personal prayer, realising as they do that community alone can never fulfil the desire for
the most unique intimate relationship between a human being and his or her God. (Source:
Henri J.M. Nouwen – My Sister My Brother)
Fr. Michael Carey

My beloved father (Joseph), all my trust is in you. Let it not be said that I
invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything with Jesus and
Mary, show me that your goodness is as great as
your power
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Language of Christian Community
“I shall be filled with the vision of your glory”
Newsletter Sunday 11th July 2021

Mass Intentions this Weekend

Sat 6.30pm Charlie Clarke
Sun 8.30am Christy Dignam & Dignam Family
Sun 11.15am Sean Andrews
At our masses this weekend we also remember : Kathleen White, Brendan Lawless
Mass intentions for next Next Week
Mon 10.00am Colm Wynne
Mon10.00am Special Intention
Tues 10.00am Health Intention
Wed 10.00am Special Intention
Thurs 10.00am Mrs McLoughlin
Fri 10.00am Brigid & Jack McNulty

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com Email:
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam

Sat 6.30pm Martin & Anna Reilly
Sat 8.30am Johnny Birrane &
Michael John McDonnell
Sun 11.15am am Jerry Murphy

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am
We are happy to welcome people back to Sunday Mass in the Church.As before
everyone must wear a mask in Church .Seats marked for social distance and hand
sanitizer to be used on way in. Our church only holds 37 so sorry in advance if we have to
turn someone away.

Mass Intentions- How can a book a Mass during these Covid times

1.You can email your request to the Parish Office at stcolmcilleschurch @gmail.com
2.Call to the Sacristy before Mass between 9.40am and 9.55am and after Mass from
10.30am to 10.45am or by phone 01-8400547

Saint’s in the Church’s Calendar Our Lady of Mount Carmel – Friday 16th July.
This feast honours the Blessed Virgin as patroness of the Carmelite Order. It later came to
be associated with a supposed vision of St Simon Stock, said to have taken place on 16th
July 1251. Wearing the ‘Brown Scapular’, a symbol of the Carmelite habit, is a sign of
trust in Mary’s maternal help, especially as the hour of death.

Prayer is the language of the Christian community. In prayer the nature of the community
becomes visible because in prayer we direct ourselves to the one who forms the
community. We do not pray to each other, but together we pray to God, who calls us and
makes us into a new people. Praying is not one of the many things the community does.
Rather, it is its very being.
Many discussions about prayer do not take this very seriously. Sometimes it
seems as if the Christian community is ‘so busy’ with its projects and plans that there is
neither the time nor the mood to pray. But when prayer is no longer its primary concern,
and when its many activities are no longer seen and experienced as part of prayer itself, the
community quickly degenerates into a club with a common cause but no common vocation.
By prayer, community is created as well as expressed. Prayer is first of all the
realisation of God’s presence in the midst of his people and, therefore, the realisation of the
community itself. Most clear and most noticeable are the words, the gestures and the
silence through which the community is formed. When we listen to the word, we not only
receive insight into God’s saving work, but we also experience a new mutual bond. When
we stand around the Altar, eat bread and drink wine, kneel in mediation, or walk in
procession we not only remember God’s work in human history, but we also become aware
of his creative presence here and now. When we sit together in silent prayer, we create a
space where we sense that the one we are waiting for is already touching us, as he touched
Elijah standing in front of the cave (1 Kings 19:13).
Community and Individual Prayer Belong Together
Prayer as the language of the community is like our mother tongue. Just as a child
learns to speak from his parents, brothers, sisters and friends but still develops his own
unique way of expressing himself, so also our individual prayer life develops by the care of
the praying community. Sometimes, it is hard to point to any specific organisational
structure which we can call “our community”. Our community is often a very intangible
reality made up of people, living as well as dead, present as well as absent, close as well as
distant, old as well as young. But without some form of community individual prayer
cannot be born or developed.

ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN
May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet,
a bright light before you,
a kindly shepherd behind you;
this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years)

Confirmations

The Confirmations scheduled for this week have been put on hold due to the
latest Government guidelines. This is very disappointing for the young
people and their families. I too am disappointed as I was looking forward to
the celebrations. I have no new date as of yet – just to say some time in the autumn

Building Hope Taskforce

As I mentioned in my recent letter, the Task Force is seeking to engage with the whole
diocesan family. I am heartened by the sincere and thoughtful engagement with the
process so far by priests, deacons, deaneries, parish pastoral councils, parish finance
committees, school principals, teachers and BoM chairpersons and so many more. I write
to you today to ask you to invite the families in your parish to be part of the Task Force’s
work of Building Hope.
Beginning at this Sunday’s Masses, please ask your parishioners to pray, to discuss the
consultation with their families and to complete the online consultation by
visiting www.dublindiocese.ie where you will also find a special video message from the
Archbishop. Please share the video on your parish website and social media pages. If you
have the facility to play videos in your church, you might also consider showing at an
opportune time.
The consultation form will remain available online until Sunday 18th July. It is hoped that
the resources attached will support you in inviting your parishioners to complete the
consultation form.

Building Hope Taskforce

TASK FORCE PRAYER

Pilgrim God, we give you thanks and praise.
You constantly journey with us
even in our darkness and doubts.
We seek your way of loving kindness
to walk together as one family.
Open our eyes to recognise you
in the faces of one another,
in the breaking of bread
and in the splendour of your creation.
May the Risen Christ
sow seeds of hope and new life deep within us.
May our hearts and minds be filled
with your Word
bringing forth truth, justice and peace.
May the Holy Spirit working in and through us,
do much more than we can dare to imagine
as we live out our baptismal calling in humble and loving service.
We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord Amen.
St Laurence O’ Toole: pray for us.
St Brigid: pray for us.

Covid Restrictions-Effects
St. Vincent de Paul
The monthly collection for July will take place THIS weekend, Sunday 11th July.
Envelopes will be left on the tables at the back of the church. These envelopes will be ‘in
situ’ from Sunday 11th July until Saturday 17th July. All monies raised is kept in Swords
Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact
Bridget 085 2812985 from 11th July to Saturday 17th July. Please phone from
6-8pm.More details on the Parish website.You can also find information on https://
bethany.ie It’s good to talk. Do not grieve alone or unaided.
“Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted”.
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
By bringing gifts to the Eucharist, especially bread and wine, the early Christians were
sharing in the elements of the original meal and making provision for the poor and the
upkeep of the Church. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal).

1st and 2nd Collections
At every Mass, weekday and weekend there will be collection boxes situated around the
Church. If you cannot make the Sunday Mass, but are able to go to the weekday Mass, you
can make your weekly contribution during the weekday Mass. Thank You. One
contribution per week and not one every day!!!
Newsletters and Missallettes
This is just a reminder. The Newsletters and Missallettes are left out for the weekend
Masses. Please take them BUT bring them home with you. In these Covid times leaflets
should not be picked up, read and put back again. Please, please take home with you.
Seating
St. Colmcille’s has been marked out to observe social distancing. With the 2 metre rule the
Church can only accommodate 50 people.
More than 50 (Inclusive of celebrant)
What happens when we reach the 50limit? When that happens the volunteer stewards will
inform you that the Church is full, that it has reached the limit demanded by Government
regulations.
It will be awful to be informed that you cannot come in to participate and celebrate in the
Mass. It will also be awful for the volunteer who informs you of this!

